THE

LIFE OF TRUST:

BEING A

NARRATIVE OF THE LORD’S DEALINGS

WITH

GEORGE MﬁLLER

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF

WITH AN INTRODUCTION AND CONCLUDING
CHAPTER

BY

J. R. MILLER, D.D.

FINAL EDITION

NEW YORK: 46 EAST 14TH STREET

THOMAS Y. CROWELL & COMPANY

BOSTON : 100 PURCHASE STREET



Cetew
oo

uu..vl.i

GEORGE MULLER.



——t o e min

DY 1Y

T
LXRNTY

COPYRIGHT, 1898,
By THOMAS Y. CROWELL & COMPANY.



PREFACE TO FINAL EDITION.

A

THE story of George Miiller is one of the most remarkable
narratives of modern times. Few other men have done such a
work as he has done. If he had been a man of rank or fortune,
enjoying the friendship and patronage of the great, his achieve-
ment might not have seemed so wonderful. But he was only a
poor man, a foreigner, an humble preacher, without any of the
advantages of wealth, of position, of influence, which ordinarily
mean so much in a successful career.

Then the way in which the money for his great work has been
raised is without precedent or parallel. If he had had a host of
collectors ever busy gathering money for his orphanages, or if
he had been a master in the advertiser’s art, making his name a
household word everywhere by the skilful use of the types and
mails, it might not have seemed such a wonder that his enter-

" prise should reach a success so phenomenal. But no agent ever

went among the people to ask for contributions for the work of
George Miiller. No appeal ever appeared in any newspaper,
calling upon benevolent men and women to send money to Ash-
ley Down to help in the care of the orphans gathered there. No
circular ever came~through the mail to any door, telling of the

_straits in which the Bristol Orphanage was, and imploring the

charitable to send help.

In holy silence the work began and grew, year by year, un-
til the thirty orphans of 1836 became nearly two thousand in
1898. No appeal for money was ever made to any man. To
God only were the needs of the work made known. Yetin this
quiet way, without fortune or rank or influence, without resort-
ing to any of the modern ways of collecting money for great
charities, without even once turning to men for help, this plain,
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n * PREFACE TO FINAL EDITION.

poor man built up and maintained for more than sixty years
one of the most stupendous institutions of modern Christian
philanthropy. C

It should be remembered that when Mr. Miiller opened his
first house for orphans in 1836 there was in all England accom-
modation for only: 3,600 such children. Now England has shel-
ter for 100,000 orphans. No doubt Mr. Miiller’s care for poor,
‘homeless children has stimulated in many other hearts the im-
pulse to provide for Christ’s needy little ones, and has done much
toward the increase of institutions for them. This belief gave
to him much comfort. '

It should be kept in' mind that Mr. Miiller’s work of faith was
not something stumbled on by accident, but was undertaken de-
liberately — not as a mere experiment, but in perfect confidence
that God would provide for all its need. It is interesting, too,
to note that compassion for orphans was not the chief motive
which impelled to the founding of the Orphanage, but the clearly
defined desire to show the world that God would honor the faith
which would take him at his word, and depend absolutely and
only upon him.

His work should be regarded therefore, not merely as a stu-
pendous charity which in sixty-three years provided a home,
care, and the best of training for nearly ten thousand orphan
children, but also and primarily as a great witness to God’s faith-
fulness and to the power of prayer.

Mr. Miiller’s personal history is interesting. His origin was
humble. His beginnings were most unpromising and unsatis-
factory. He seems to have been a born thief. The account of
his early years, as given by himself in the first chapter of this
volume, reveals no prophecy of the saintliness and spiritual
power into which he grew. Although he was by his father des-
tined for the ministry, and was pursuing his studies with this
sacred profession in view, he lived as a profligate, indulging in
all manner of excesses, until he had reached the age of twenty.

The beginning of his Christian life was very quiet and simple,
but very thorough. At once the whole trend of his career was
changed because he was truly born again. He seems always to
have had a strong desire for missionary work, although it was
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not till in his closing years that his early dream was realized,
and he was permitted to preach the gospel in more than forty
countries. L

The lessons of George Miiller’s life are written out in the
story contained in this volume, which is chiefly autobiographical.
The influence of his noble testimony will abide in the world for-
ever as part of the spirit of Christianity. That for more than
sixty years one believer in God has carried on a great work with
only God for dependence, and that not once in all those years has
that dependence failed, must ever remain as.one of the evidences
of Christianity which no enemy can deny or disprove. In
George Miiller’s case God has not only shown himself the hearer
and answerer of prayer,.but the living God, able and ready to
work with those who trust him. What he has been to one man
for more than sixty years he will be to any one who will take °
him at his word in the.same trusting way.

! J. R. MILLER.
PHILADELPHIA, July 26, 1898, )



EDITOR’S PREFACE

TO THE NEW REVISED EDITION.

TaE first American edition of the Lire or TrusTt was pub-
lished in 1860, under the editorial supervision of Rev. H. L.
‘Wayland, D.D. His work was performed with rare judgment
and skill. From the « Narrative ” of Mr. Miiller, in four parts,
the last published in 1856, and from the four ¢« Annual Re-
ports,” issued in 1857, 1858, 1859, and 1860, he condensed into
less than one-fourth of the space a comprehensive view of the
life and work of Mr. Miiller, omitting nothing of essential
value. The repetition from year to year of similar events,
incidents, and illustrations, made the reduction an imperative
necessity. He divided, also, the Narrative into chapters, and
prefixed to each chapter a brief statemeunt of the leading sub-
jects introduced. By such judicious editorial labor, the Amer-
ican edition was made more attractive than the English works
from which it was eondensed. It was more compact for use,
involved fewer repetitions, and supplied a Table of Contents,
by which the reader could be guided. The work has had a
large and steady sale, and many Christian hearts have been led
by it to a stronger faith in the LiviNe Gob.

The stereotype plates were destroyed in the great fire of No-
vember 9th and 10th, 1872; and the Publishers requested me
to prepare a new edition of the work. Thirteen years having
passed since the first edition was published, years rich in labors
and in fruits to Mr. Miiller, it seemed important that some rec-
ord should be made of this important period. Since 1860
three new Orphan Houses have been opened, accommodating
more than thirteen hundred orphans; and the expenses of the
establishment have been increased threefold. But God has

v



vi EDITOR’S PREFACE.

proportioned the grace to the trial. The barrel of meal has
not wasted, nor the cruse of oil failed. The supply has been
equal to the demand. Several chapters have been added, giving
a brief sketch of the growth and prosperity of the institution
from 1860 to the present time. Itexhibits the same daily prov-
idential care which marked the earlier history of Mr. Miiller’s
labors. To give place to the new matter, without swelling the
volume to an inconvenient size, paragraphs have been dropped
here and there from the former edition, where it seemed possi-
ble to omit them, without interrupting the narrative, or weak-
ening the force of its lessons.

With the changes indicated, and the insertion of fine full-page
wood engravings of each of the five Orphan Houses, the work
is sent forth anew to encourage Christians to daily faith in a
present and Living Gop. Mr. Miiller’s life is an eloquent ser-
mon on the POWER oF FAITH. If science denies that God can
interpose to over-rule or guide his laws, an appeal may be made
to this testimony of personal experience during nearly forty
years. If Mr. Galton and Prof. Tyndall ask for proofs of the
value of prayer in common life, they may be directed to the
BristoL OrpEAN Houses for the facts of which they are in
search. The facts are numerous, direct, and attested by wit-
nesses whose veracity cannot be impeached. Mr. Miiller claims
that these facts prove the POWER AND WILLINGNESS OF Gop TO
ANSWER PRAYER. He invites candid men to examine them,
and pass judgment on his theory.

HEMAN LINCOLN.
NewToN CENTRE, May 26, 1873.



AUTHOR'’S PREFACE.

It was only after the consideration of many months, and
after much self-examination as to my motives, and after much
earnest prayer, that I came to the conclusion to write this work.
I have not taken one single step in the Lord’s service concern-
ing which I have prayed so much. My great dislike to increas-
ing the number of religious books would, in itself, have been
sufficient to keep me forever from it, had I not cherished the
hope of being instrumental in this way in leading some of my
brethren to value the Holy Scriptures more, and to judge by the
standard of the Word of God the principles on which they act.
But that which weighed more with me than anything was, that
I have reason to believe, from what I have seen among the chil-
dren of God, that many of their trials,arise either from want
of confidence in the Lord as regards temporal things, or from
carrying on their business in an unseriptural way. On account,
therefore, of the remarkable way in which the Lord has dealt
with me as to temporal things, I feel that I am a debtor to the
church of Christ, and that I ought, for the benefit of my poorer
brethren especially, to make known the way in which I have
been led. In addition to this, I know that to many souls the
Lord has blessed what T have told them about the way in which
he has led me ; and therefore it seemed a duty to use such means,
whereby others also, with whom I could not possibly converse,
might be benefited. That which induced me finally to deter-
mine to write this Narrative was, that if the Lord should per-
mit the book to sell, I might, by the profits arising from the
sale, be enabled in a greater degree to help the poor brethren
and sisters among whom I labor, — a matter which, just at that
time, weighed much on my mind. I therefore began to write.

vil



viil AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

But after three days I was obliged to lay the work aside on ac-
count of my other pressing engagements. Subsequently, I was
laid aside on account of an abscess ; and being unable, for many
weeks, to walk about as usual, though able to work at home, I
had time for writing. When the manuscript was nearly com-
pleted I gave it to a brother to look over, that I might have
his judgment ; and the Lord so refreshed his spirit through it,
that he offered to advance the means for having it printed, with
the understanding that if the book should not sell he would
never consider me his debtor. By this offer not a small ob
stacle was removed, as I have no means of my own to defray
the expense of printing. These last two circumstances, con-
nected with many other points, confirmed me that I had not
been mistaken when I had come to the conclusion that it was
the will of God that I should serve his church in this way.

The fact of my being a foreigner, and therefore but very im-
perfectly acquainted with the English language, I judged to be
no sufficient reason for keeping me from writing. The Chris-
tian reader, being acqu ainted with this fact, will candidly excuse
any inaccuracy of expression.

For the poor among the brethren this Narrative is especially
intended, and to their prayers I commend it in particular.

GEORGE MULLER.
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INTRODUCTION.

&% %% HAT is meant by the prayer of faith ? is a question which
is beginning to arrest, in an unusual degree, the attention
of Christians. What is the significance of the passages
both in the New Testament and the Old which refer to

1t? What is the limit within which they may he safely received

as a ground of practical reliance? Were these promises limited

to prophetical or apostolical times; or have they been left as a

legacy to all believers until the end shall come ?

Somehow or other, these questions are seldom discussed either
from the pulpit or the press. I do not remember to have heard
any of them distinctly treated of in a sermon. I do not know of
any work in which this subject is either theoretically explained or
practically enforced. It really seems as if this portion of Revela-
tion was, by common consent, ignored in all our public teachings.
Do not men believe that God means what he appears plainly to
have asserted ? or, if we believe that he means it, do we fear the
charge of fanaticism if we openly avow that we take him at his
word ?

The public silence on this subject does not, however, prevent a
very frequent private inquiry in respect to it. The thoughtful
Chﬁsﬁan, when in his daily reading of the Scriptures he meets
with any of those wonderful promises made to believing prayer,
often pauses to ask himself, What can these words mean? Can
it be that God has made such promises as these to me, and to
such men as I am? Have I really permission to commit all my

little affairs to a God of infinite wisdom, believing that he will
17



xvia INTRODUCTION.

take charge of them and direct them according to the promptings
of boundless love and absolute omniscience ? Is prayer really a
power with God, or is it merely an expedient by which our own
piety may be cultivated? Is it hot merely a power (that is, a
stated antecedent accompanied by the idea of causation), but is it
a transcendent power, accomplishing what no other power can,
overruling all other agencies, and rendering them subservient to
its own wonderful efficiency? I think there are few devout
readers of the Bible to whom these questions are not frequently
suggested. We ask them, but we do not often wait for an an-
swer. These promises seem to us to be addressed either to a
past or to a coming age, but not to us, at the present day. Yet
with such views as these the devout soul is not at all satisfied
If an invaluable treasure is here reserved for the believer, he
asks, why should I not.receive my portion of it? He cannot
doubt that God has, in a remarkable manner, at various times, an-
swered his prayers; why should he not always answer them ?
and why should not the believer always draw near to Cod in full
confidence that he will do as he has said? He m: s remember
that the prayer which has been manifestly answered was the off-
spring of deep humility, of conscious unworthiness, «f utter self-
negation, and of simple and earnest reliance on the promises of
God through the mediation of Christ. Why should not his
prayers be always of the same character? With the apostles of
old he pours out his soul in the petition, ¢ Lord, increase our
faith.”

And yet it can scarcely be denied that the will of God has been
distinctly revealed on this subject. The promises made to be-
lieving prayer are explicit, numerous, and diversified. If we take
them in their simple and literal meaning, or if in fact we give to
them any reasonable interpretation whatever, they secm to be
easily understood. Our difficulty seems to be this : the promise
is so “exceeding great” that we cannot conicive “od really to
mean what he clearly appears to have reveded ‘Chc blessing
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seems 100 vast for our comprehension; we “stagger at the prom-
ises, through unbelief,” and thus fail to secure the treasurc which
was purchased for us by Christ Jesus. ’

It may be appropriate for us to review some of the passagel'
which refer most directly to this suhject: —

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall ﬁnd
knock, and it shall be opened unto you ; for every one that asketh
receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh
&t shall be opened.” “If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, kow much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to them that as& him ? !

In the Gospel of Luke the same words are repeated, with a sin-
gle variation at the close. “If ye, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your heav-
enly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him £

“I say unto you that if two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them
of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 3

¢ Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, if
ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do that which is

"done to the fig-tree, but also ye shall say to this mountain, Be

thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea, and it shall be done.
And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive.”*

The.same promise, slightly varied in form, is found in the Gos-
pel of Mark. “Hawe faith in God. For verily I say unto you
that whosoever shall say to this mountain, Be thou removed, and
be thou cast into the sea, and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall believe that those things which he hath said shall come to
pass, he shall have whatever he saith. Therefore I say unto you,

1 Matthew vii. y-x2, 9 Luke xi. 13.
§ Matthew xviii. 19, 30, . ¢ Matthew xx. 21, 33.
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Whatsoever things ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye re-
ceive them, and ye shall have them.”!

- Now I do not pretend that we are obliged to receive these
words literally. Unless, however, we believe the Saviour to have
spoken repeatedly on the same subject, at random, and with no
definite meaning, we must understand him to have asserted that
things impossible by the ordinary laws of material causation are
possible by faith in God. I do not perceive, if we allow these
words to have any meaning whatever, that we can ascribe to them
any other significance.

“Verily I say unto you, He that believeth in me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he
do, because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask
in my name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name I will do it.”*

“ Verily 1 say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in
my name. Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.”?

“The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much ;"4 that is, it is a real power, a positive energy. The
apostle illustrates what he means by availing prayer by the
example of Elias, a man subject to like passions as we are: “ He
" prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months ; and he prayed
again, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
ﬁ.nit‘” 1] °

The conditions on which prayer will be heard are in various
places specified, but particularly in John xv. 7: “If ye abide in me
and my words abide in you, ye shall as# what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.” That is, if I understand the passage,
prevalence in prayer is conditioned by the conformity of our

1 Mark xi. as-24. % John xiv, 12-34. 8 John xvi. 83, 340
¢ James v. 16. V. 17,18
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souls to the will of God ; “if ye abide in me and my words abide
in you.” On this condition, and on this only, may we ask what
we will, with the assurance that it will be done unto us. Faith,
in its most simple meaning, is that temper of the mind in the
creature which responds to every revealed perfection of the
. Creator. Just according to the degree in which this correspond-
ence exists, is the promise made that we shall have whatsoever
we ask. .

It is evident, from the eleventh of Hebrews, that the views
of the Apostle Paul concerning faith were entirely in harmony
with the passages recited above. He reviews the lives of the
most eminent saints, for the express purpose of showing that the
impressive events in their history, whether physical or moral,
were controlled entirely by faith. He sums up the whole in this
remarkable language : —

“ And what shall I say more? For the time would fail me to
tell of those who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness. obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakncss were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens; women received their dead raised
to life again ; and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection.” We are, I think,
taught by this passage that the apostle believed faith to be a
power capable of transcending and modifying every other agency,
by which changes became possible which to every other known
power were impossible. We see that in this catalogue of the vic-
tories of faith he includes the subjection of almost every form of
what we call natural laws. The whole passage seems an illustra-
tion of the meaning of our Lord, when he says, “ If ye have faith
as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this sycamine tree, Be
thou removed and planted in the midst of the sea, and it shall
obey you.”

It seems then apparent that the doctrine of the peculiar and
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wonderful power of the prayer of faith is as clearly revealed in the
Scriptures as any other doctrine. It would seem evident, at any
rate. from the passages just quoted, that the Apostle Paul under-
stood the teachings of our Saviour to mean what they say. From
the general tenor of the Scriptures I think we may learn two im-
portant truths: First, that there is a certain state of mind in a
devout soul to which God has promised all that it asks, subject,
however, as to the manner of the answer, to the dictates of his in-
finite wisdom and goodness ; and, second, that in granting such
petitions he does not always limit his action within the ordinary
or acknowledged laws of matter or of mind. I do not perceive
how we can interpret the passages above cited, as well as many
others, without giving them a meaning at least as extensive as this.

Why is it, then, that this whole range of revealed truth has so
generally been looked upon as an unknown and unexplored re-
gion? Why should we limit either the goodness or the power of
God by our own knowledge of what we call the laws of nature ?
Why should we not admit that “there are more things in heaven
and earth than are dreamed of in our philosophy ”? In a universe
governed by moral law, why should not moral laws take prece-
dence of all others? Why should we deny that there is a power
in prayer to which we have not commonly attained? We are
straitened in ourselves, and suppose that we are straitened in
God. We interpret the gracious promises of our most loving
Father in heaven by the rule of our own imperfect and unbeliev-
ing piety. We ask for light from without, while the light can only
come from a more elevated piety within. We ask for examples of
the effects of faith at the present day, corresponding to those
spoken of in the sacred Scriptures. Thoughtful men acknowl-
edge that there thust be a meaning in these promises, which they
have not yet understood, and they see plainly that the kingdom of
God can never come with power until this prevalence in prayei
shall have become a matter of universal attainment ; and yet they
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dare hardly believe that God is as good as he has revealed him-
self to be.

There have, nevertheless, from time o time, occurred, ‘what
plainly appear to be, remarkable instances of answers to prayer.
Many of them have faded from recollection, with the generation
in which they occurred ; those which are remembered, however,
seem to teach us that God is a living God now as truly as in times
past. The history of persecutions is always filled with remark-
able answers to prayer. The rescue of Peter from the power of °
the Sanhedrim in one case, and from the power of Herod in an-
other, has been a thousand times repeated in the history of the
church of Christ. The answer to prayer for divine direction as te
the time and manner of performing some Christian service, to which
an individual has felt himself specially called, has frequently been
very remarkable. The biographies of the early and of many of
the later Friends are replete with such instances. Any one who
will read the edifying memoirs of George Fox, John Woolman,
William Allen, and Stephen Grellet, will find what I have alluded
to, abundantly exemplified. The well-authenticated® accounts of
the late revivals in this country and in Ireland teach us that
most remarkable instances of answers to prayer were of almost
daily occurrence. In the last century a single instance deserves
particular remembrance ; it was the founding of Franke’s Orphan
House at Halle. It seemed to him to be a Christian duty to at-
tempt something for the relief of orphans, and he commenced the
undertaking. From time to time, as the number of applicants
increased, the means for their support was provided, in answer, as
he firmly believed, to fervent and unceasing prayer. Thus an ex-
tensive establishment was reared, which has continued to the
present day, providing education and support for thousands of the
poor and destitute, and it has been for a century and a half one of
the most honored of the charitable institutions of the continent of
Europe.

The most remarkable instance of the efficacy of prayer with
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which I am acquainted, is that recorded in the following pages
It seems, in fact, to be a practical illustration of the meaning of
those .passages of Scripture which I have already recited. A
young German Christian, friendless and unknown, is conscious
of what he believes to be a call from the Lord to attempt some-
thing for the benefit of the poor vagabond children of Bristol
He is at this time preaching the gospel to a small company of be-
lievers, from whom, at his own suggestion, he receives no salary,
being supported day by day by the voluntary offerings of his
brethren. Without the promise of aid from any being but God,
he commences his work. In answer to prayer, funds are received
as they are needed, and the attempt succeeds beyond his expecta-
tion. After a few years he is led to believe that God has called
him to establish a house for the maintenance and education of
orphans. He was impelled to this effort, not only from motives of
benevolence, but from a desire to convince men that God was a
LIVING GOD, as ready now as ever to answer prayer; and that, in
the dlschargc of any duty to which he calls us, we may 1mphcltly
rely upon his all-suﬁcxent aid in every emergency.

Mr. Miiller was led to undertake this work in such a manner
that aid could not be expected from any being but God. He did
not of course expect God to create gold and silver and put them
into his hands. He knew, however, that God could incline the
hearts of men to aid him, and he believed, if the thing that he at-
tempted was of Him, that he would so incline them, in answer ta
prayer, as his necessities should require. Most men in making
such -an attempt would have spread the case before the public,
employed agents to solicit in its behalf, and undertaken nothing
antil funds adequate to the success of the enterprise had been
already secured. But Mr. Miiller, true to his principles, would
do no such thing. From the first day to the present moment he
has neither directly nor indirectly solicited either of the public o
of an individual a single penny. As necessities arose he simply

~
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aid his case before God and asked of him all that he needed, and
the supply has always been seasonable and unfailing.

The conductors of benevolent enterprises generally consider it
important to publish the names of donors, appealing thus to what
is considered an innocent desire in man to let our good deeds be
known, and thus also to stimulate others to do likewise. Ignor-
ing every motive of this kind, Mr. Miiller made it his rule to
publish the name of no contributor. When the name was known
to him, which, however, was not often the case, he made a private
acknowledgment ; while in his printed account he only made
known the sum received, and the date of its reception. In this
manner, forsaking every other reliance but God, and in childlike
simplicity looking to him alone for the supply of every want, all
that he needed was furnished as punctually as if, in possession of
millions, he had drawn from time to time on his banker.

Thus has he continued from, I think, the year 1834. By de-
grees the establishment increased, and it was necessary to leave
the hired houses in which the children had thus far been accom-
modated. Land was purchased, and a building was erected in
the vicinity of Bristol. This was soon filled to overflowing, and
another building was demanded. This was erected, and it also
was very soon filled. These buildings were sufficient to accom-
modate seven hundred orphans. At the present moment, a third
building, larger than either, is in the process of erection, and is to
be finished in the course of the ensuing summer. When this
shall be completed, accommodations will have been provided for
eleven hundred and fifty orphans. These expensive buildings
have been erected ; the land has been purchased on which they
stand ; this multitude of children has been clothed and fed and
educated ; support and remuneration have been provided for all
the necessary teachers and assistants, and all this has been done
by a man who is not worth a dollar. He has never asked any
one but God for whatever they needed, and from the beginning
they have never wanted a meal, nor have they ever allowed thexr
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selves to be in debt. There seems in this to be something as re
markable as if Mr. Miiller had commanded a sycamine tree to be
removed and planted in the sea, and it had obeyed him

But this is not all. Mr. Miiller saw that there was a great de-
mand for copies of the Holy Scriptures, Doth in Great Britain and
on the Continent, and he commenced the work of Bible distribu-
tion. This so rapidly extended itself that he was soon obliged to
open in Bristol a large Bible House. He believed that great
good might be done by the circulation of religious tracts, and he
has carried out his work extensively. He was moved to make an
attempt to aid and even to support missionaries among the
heathen, as well as other good men, of various denominations,
who, with very inadequate means of living, were preaching the
gospel to the poor and destitute at home. He began to aid them
as their necessities came to his knowledge, and now one hundred
such men are depending on him, wholly or in part, for support.

Here, then, we certainly behold a remarkable phenomenon.
A single man, wholly destitute of funds, is supporting and educat-
ing seven hundred orphans, providing everything needful for
their education, is in himself an extensive Bible and Tract and
Missionary Society, the work is daily increasing in magnitude,
and the means for carrying it on are abundantly supplied, while
he is connected with no particular denomination, is aided by no
voluntary association, and he has asked the ascistance of not a
single individual. He has asked no one but God, and all his
wants have been regularly supplied. In these labors of love he
has, up to the present time, expended nearly a million of dollars.
1t is thus that he has endeavored to show to an unbelieving
world that God is a living God, and that he means what he has
said in every one of his promises.!

3 The following brief statistics will show the magnitude of the work already accom:

‘The number of pupils hitherto instructed in all the day, evening, and Sunday schools,
18 13,124 The whole number of orphans educated within the establishment is 1,153
Of the 700 now in the Institution, 260 are hopefully pious. Missionaries aided at the
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Y have referred to Mr. Miiller as if he were the sole agent in
this work. This, however, is by no means true. His co-workers
in the Institution are all of the same spirit as himself. Mr.
Craik, a gentleman from Scotland, has been with him from the
beginning, has shared in all the labors und responsibilities of
these vast undertakings, and has been specially blessed as a
preacher of the gospel. The remuneration of all the assistants
is contingent on the means received in answer to prayer. When
sacrifices are to be made, they are all prompt to make them, and
they do not expect an answer to prayer until they have contrib-
uted, from their own scanty wages, whatever can be spared after
providing for their actual necessities.

The last report of Mr. Miiller’s labors has just been received.
From this we learn another interesting fact. It seems that the
fate revival in Ireland is indirectly connected with these labors in

present time, 100, Since 1834 there have been circulated, — Bibles, 24,768 ; Testaments,
15,100; Psalms, 719; other portions of Scripture, 1,876; or, total, 42,463 Bibles or por-
tions of Scripture, Tracts and books (not pages, but separate publications), 11,493,174.
. Two large buildings have been d, a third is in the process of erection ; the land
on which they stand has been purchased. The expense of the orphan work alone has
amounted to £133,528 sterling, and the expenses are daily increasing,

The contributions by which these expenditures have been met have been sent from
every quarter of the globe. The largest amounts have been, as might be expected, from
Kngland, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales; but to these may be added the Cape of Good
Hope. Mt. Lebanon, Demerara, Newport, R. I., New York, Philadelphia, California,
France, Holland, Sardinia, Australia, etc., etc.

1 Since the above stal ¢ 8y Dr. Wayland, Dec., 1860, My. Miiller says, in kis last
weport, 1873: ¢* The work goes steadily on — we want nothing. Faith is above circum-
stances. No war, no fire, no water, ho mercantile panic, no loss of friends, no death,
can touch it. It goes on its own steady course, It triumphs over all difficulties.”

Since the commencement more than £500,000 ($3,500,000) bave been received. 23,
ooo children or grown-up persons have been taught in the various schools, entirely
supported by the funds of the Institution, besides the tens of thousands who have been
benefited in the schools, which were assisted by its funds; more than 64,000 Bibles,
85,000 Testaments, and 100,000 smaller portions of the Holy Scriptures, in various
languages, also thirty-nine millions of tracts and books, in several different languages,
have been circulated. There have been, from the first, missionaries assisted by its funds,
and of late years more than 150 in number. On this object alone £104,000 {$530,000)
have been expended. 3,575 orphans have been un-ler our care, and five large houses, at
the expense of {115,000 ($575,000), have been erected and fitted up for the accommoda-
tion of 2,050 orphans. As to the spiritual results, I will here say nothing; indeed,
eternity alone can unfold them.—Ed, revised edition.
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Bristol A pious young Irishman read “ The Dealings of the
Lord with George Miiller,” and received from it new views of the

power of believing prayer. He felt the need of prayer for the '

perishing around him, and determined by prayer and conversation
to labor for their salvation. First, however, he asked that God
would give him an associate. This prayer was granted. These
two then united in earnest prayer for some additions to their num-
ber. This prayer was granted. In this manner a small company
was united in asking for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on theit
neighborhood. Théy devoted themselves to prayer and to labor
among the people by whom they were surrounded. Their prayers
were answered. The Spirit was poured out; twenty-five souls
were converted. Multitudes united with them in supplication.
They went from place to place, praying and laboring for the con-
version of men; and thus the work extended, until the whole dis-
trict of Ulster was visited with that remarkable outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. ,

All these we suppose to be indiéputable facts. If in any re-
spect there has been a misstatement, or even an exaggeration,
the means are abundant for detecting it. The whole work has
been carried on in the presence and under the inspection of the
whole city of Bristol. There stand those large and expensive
buildings. There are seen the seven hundred orphans, who are in
every respect admirably cared for. Everything has been paid for,
for Mr. Miiller is never in debt. His poverty is well known, and
be will not accept of any money as a provision for his future
necessities. His accounts have been annually audited by a com-

_petent committee. There is not the man living who can contra-
dict his assertion, “I never asked aid from a single :ndividual.”
Hundreds weekly visit the Institution, and no one has ever found
in it anything at variance with Mr. Miiller’s published statements,
Last of all, the Rev. Dr. Sawtell, a gentleman known to thou-
sands in this country, has added his independent testimony to the

:L
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truth of all that is here related. - More conclusive evilence to the
truth of facts cannot be desired.

To account for a fact is to refer it to some general law whose
existence is already established. When it is therefore asked,
How shall these facts be accounted for? we inquire, to what
known law can they be referred? They cannot certainly be re-
ferred to any known law of human action. How would we decide
if a similar case should occur in physics ? Suppose a series of
experiments should be made daily for twenty-five years in chem.
istry or mechanics, with the same invariable result, and this re-
sult could be referred to no previously established law,~— to what
conclusion should we arrive ? There could be but one conclusion
7n which all men of science would unite. They would all declare
that a new law had been discovered, and would modify their sys-
tems accordingly. It seems to me that on all sound philosophical
principles we are bound to come to the same conclusion in the
present case. We can refer, these facts to no other law than to
that announced by the Saviour in his promise to answer the -
prayer of faith. There is no reason to suppose that in the case of
Mr. Miiller and his associates there is anything exceptional or
peculiar. What God has done for them we cannot doubt that,
under the same conditions, he will do for every other believing
disciple of Christ.

What, then, are the conditions of this remarkable experiment,
if such we may call it? They are something like the following,
A poor, unknown man is convinced that it is his duty, as a ser-
vant of Christ, to labor in several ways for the relief of the tem-
poral and spiritual wants of the ignorant and destitute. He
consecrates himself to the work by dedicating to it his time and -
labor, and whatever pecuniary means should come into his pos-
session. He resolved that he would neither appeal to any of the
ordinary motives which dispose men to humanity, nor even solicit
aid from any human being, but simply make his wants known to
God, believing that, if he was doing the work of God, the divisa
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promise was pledged in his behalf. Not only did he trust in God
that all the pecuniary aid which he needed would be furnished,
but that, in answer to prayer, all needed wisdom would be given
him in the conduct of his complicated and arduous undertakings.
The result has met his most sanguine expectations. The institu-
tion has increased to a most magnificent charity, aside from its
missionary, Bible, and tract operations ; all its wants have been
from time to time supplied; and it is at the present moment
carried on upon precisely the same principles on which it com-
" menced. We cannot resist the conclusion that if any one will
undertake any other Christian work in a similar spirit, and on the
same principles, his labor will be attended with a similar result.
While we believe this, however, we do not pretend to affirm
that just such immediate results will always be seen. This would
be to limit the omniscience of God by the short-sighted ignorance
of man. It may best suit the purposes of infinite goodness to
answer the prayer of faith by crosses and disappointments ; but
these in the end shall be found in the most signal manner to
promote the object to be accomplished. While the disciples were
praying and laboring for the extension of the kingdom of Christ
in Jerusalem, it seemed a strange answer to prayer that they
should be driven out of the city ; but the meaning of it was evi-
dent when churches arose in Phenice and Cyprus and Antioch,
and it became manifest that the gospel was designed not for Jews
alone, but for the whole family of man. Paul devoted himself
with unquenchable zeal to the salvation of men, and, with a fer-
vid eloquence which has given him a place among the aoblest
orators of antiquity, delighted to spend his life in persuading men
to be reconciled to God. He was a man whose confidence in
God was as unshaken as any whose history has been recorded
by the pen of inspiration. It doubtless was to the disciples of
that age, as well as to himself, a most unaccountable dispensation
that he should have been impeded in his great work by the ne-
cessity of composing dissensions and rectifying errors which
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were constantly arising in the churches which he had planted,
and, most of all, that so many years of his life should have been
spent in prison. Yet it is to these, at the time untoward circum-
stances, that we owe the writing of those epistles which occupy so
large a portion of the volume of inspiration, and without which
the message of God to man would not have been completed. In
no other way could his prayer to be useful to the cause of Christ
have been so fully answered.

With this understanding of the promise granted to the prayer
of faith, I do not see why we should not take the case of Mr.
Miiller as an example for our imitation. Whoever attains to this
same simple desire in all things to do the will of God, and to the
same childlike trugt in his promises, may, I think, hope for a sim-
ilar blessing. God is no respecter of bersons. “1f any man do
his will, him he heareth.,” ' And all the teaching of the Scriptures
confirms us in this belief. The passages which we have quoted
at the commencement of this paper, with hundreds of others, all
lead to the same conclusion. In the Scriptures every form of
illustration is used to impress upon us the conviction that God is
indeed our Father, and that he delights to grant our requests for
anything that is for our benefit, and specially that he pledges
himself to direct by his counsel, and aid by his providence, every
one who honestly labors to promote the cause of true benevo-
lence and real religion. '

If this be so, how important is this subject in its bearing on
ndividual effort. No Christian, though the poorest and humblest,
ever need despair of doing & noble work for God. He need never
wait until he can obtain the co-operation of the multitude or the
wealthy. Let him undertake what he believes to be his duty, on
ever so small a scale, and look di}ectly to God for aid and direc-
tion. If it be a seed which God has planted, it will take root,
grow, and bear fruit, “ Zaving seed within itself:” “lItis better
to trust in God than to put confidence in man ; it is better to trust
in God than to put confidence in princes.” A multitude of cases
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can be adduced to prove that this course is in harmony with the
designs of God. It is abundantly shown in the case of Mr.
Miiller. Take the case of Robert Raikes. Suppose that he had
established no school until a powerfui association, formed from
ecclesiastical dignitaries, millionaires, and the multitude, had
united in his support, his effort could hardly have escaped ridicu-
lous failure. On the contrary, he simply established a school by
himself. It was a seed which God had planted, and its fruit
now shakes like Lebanon.

On the contrast which is seen between the plan of Mr. Miiller
and the plans by which our missionary and other benevolent
operations are conducted, it is unnecessary to enlarge. If Mr.
Miiller is right, I think it is evident that we age all wrong. We
cannot go into this subject in detail. 'We may, however, be per-
mitted to remark, that the means which are frequently employed
to secure the approbation and pecuniary aid of worldly men, in
carrying forward the cause of Christ, are intensely humiliating.
It would seem as though God was the last being to be relied on in
carrying forward the work which he has given us to do.

But it is time to bring these remarks to a close. We commend
this most unpreténding of narratives to the thoughtful considera-
tion of Christians of all denominations. We have greatly over-
rated the teaching of these facts, if they do not furnish strong
incentives to A LIFE OF HOLY EXERTION, AND IMPART AN UN-
WONTED AND POWERFUL MOTIVE TO EARNEST AND BELIEVING
PRAYER. , F. W,

PROVIDENCE, December 17, 1860.
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HE following Letter from Rev. Dr. Sawtell, chaplain

to British and American seamen at Havre, France,

a gentleman well known' in this country, coming

directly from the scenes to which it refers, and abundantly

confirming the statements given by Mr. Miiller himself,

while it bears the impress of a warm and hearty apprecia-

tion of his work of faith and labor of love, — this outside
view is a fitting opening to the volume.

To Rev. FraNcis WaYLAND, D.D.

My pEAr Sie: Your repeated request that I should farnish a brief
statement of what I know personally of that extraordinary work of
faith connected with the Orphan Houses at Ashley Down, near
Bristol, England, is so in accordance with the expressed wish of
thousands throughout the land, that, however sorely pressed with
other duties, I do not feel at liberty to disregard it; and more
especially as it is to introduce to American Christians ¢ THE Lorp’s
DEALINGS WiTH GEORGE MéLLER,” — & book the intrinsic merits
of which, in so far as it exemplifies the power of a living, active
faith, and its peculiar adaptation to meet the wants of God’s people
in the present age, has, to my mind, no parallel out of the Bible. I
rejoice in my heart that a new edition is so soon to be issued from
the American press in & condensed form.

I shall confine myself to a few simple facts, connected with my
own personal knowledge, which serve only to confirm all that 18

stated in the Narrative. The facts themselves need no coloring;
‘ : 33
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the more simply they are stated, the more eloquently do they speak
to the head and the heart; the less they are varnished, the brighter
they shine. And, as to Mr. Miiller himself, anything in the shape
of eulogy would be as foreign to good taste as it would be offensive
and painful to one whom the Lord delighteth to honor. Indeed, so
sensitive is he on this point, that, if he hears any one speaking of the
Orphan Houses as ‘¢ Mr. Miller’s Asylum,” he repudiates the thought,
and exclaims, ¢ No, they are God’s Orphan Houses.”

THE FACTS.

For the last five years my duties have called me frequently to
England, Scotland, and Ireland, but I do not remember making one
of these preaching tours without hearing more or less of what many .
called ¢“ A standing miracle at Bristol;” — A4 man sheltering, feed-
sng, clothing, educating, and making comfortable and happy,
hundreds of poor orphan children, with no funds of his own, and
no possible means of sustenance, save that which God sent him tn
answer to prayer. Of course, such facts, comingAfrom undoubted
authority, and oft-repeated, could not fail to arrest my attention, and
cause me to ponder deeply these things in my own heart; and every
néw fact that came to my ears served only to increase an irrepres-
sible desire to ‘‘ turn aside and see this great sight.”

I confess, on my first visit, in March, 1860, I had reserved to my-
self a wide margin for deductions and disappointment; but, after a
few days of careful investigation, I left Bristol exclaiming, with the
Queen of Sheba, ¢ The half had not been told me.” Here I saw,
indeed, seven hundred orphan children fed and provided for, by the
hand of God, in answer to prayer, as literally and truly as Elijah
was fed by ravens with meat which the Lord provided. And now,
after an absence of nine months, I am here again, moving about
among these seven hundred children, examining their writing, and
the progress they have made in the various branches of study, and
their different kinds of work, — listening to their sweet voices in
songs of praise to the God of the orphan,— passing thrbugh all
parts of these vast buildings, that have been erected for their accom-
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modation, — conducting their family worship, and addressing four
hundred of them at one time. and three hundred at another,
assembled in their respective dining-halls, the most silent, attentive,
and earnest listeners I ever addressed; then enjoying hours of sweet
converse and prayer with Mr. Miiler himself,— a privilege for which
I shall ever thank God. Oh, it is good to be here!

But to the Orphan Houses themselves. These are all built of
stone, in the most complete and thorough manner. No pains have
been spared in rendering them convenient, comfortable, and safe for
children, and with special reference to warmth, light, ventilation, and
cleanliness; and while all is in good taste, and exceedingly chaste
and neat, it is all plain —nothing for show or ornament. House No.
1 is fitted up for the accommodation of three hundred orphans, No. 2
for four hundred; both completely furnished and completely filled.
No. 8, now in the course of erection, with its walls up, and partly
under roof, is planned for the accommodation of four hundred and
fifty orphans; and so rapidly are applications coming in that nearly
four hundred are already registered on their books; so that no
sooner will it be completed than, with God’s blessing, it will be filled
with helpless orphans. The entire cost of these buildings, and the
manner of obtaining the funds, I will state in Mr. Miller’s own
words: ¢ Without any one having been personally applied to for
anything by me, the sum of £133,528, 14s. has been given to me for
the orphans, as the result of prayer to God, since the commence-
ment of the work, which sum includes the amount received for the
building fund, for the houses already built, and the one now in
progress.”

But if we would have correct views of the entire work, and under-
stand what God is willing to do in answer to the prayer of faith, we
must not confine our eyes or thoughts to the seven hundred orphans.
There are here in Bristol four day schools for poor children, with
three hundred and thirty-nine pupils, instructed by believers upon
scriptural principles, and one Sunday school, such as we call, in the
United - States, ‘“‘a Mission School,” with one hundred and sixty
children. besides apn adult school in which Christian teachers are
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employed, two eveunings in the week, to teach reading and writing;

" all these schools have been entirely supported out ¢f the funds sent
in answer to prayer. In reference to this adult school, Mr. Miiller
says: ‘ Those who teach them take the opportunity of speaking to
the scholars about the way of salvation, and make remarks on por-
tions of the word of God which may be read; and thus many have
been led to care about their souls, and to go regularly to hear the
gospel preached.” In summing up the results in connection with ail
these various schools, Mr. Miiller thus remarks: ‘¢ Since Marcl,,
1834, there have been 6,945 children in the day schools, 2,952 in the
adult schools, and 3,227 in the Sunday schools, making a total of

' 13,124 souls that have been brought under habitual instruction in the
things of God, besides the many thousands in the schools in the
various parts of England, Ireland; Scotland, British Guiana, the
West Indies, and East Indies, which have been, to a greater or less
degree, assisted;” and all, too, let the reader remember, from funds
sent to Mr. Miiller in answer to prayer.

Nor is this all. During the past year, and out of the same funds
sent in answer to prayer, there have been expended for the circula-
tion of the Holy Scriptures the sum of £5,681, 13s. 34d.; also, more
than five thousand pounds, or twenty-five thousand dollars, to aid
missionary efforts in various parts of the world; and the total amount
received since 1834, to aid the blessed work of missions in home and
foreign fields, is £34,495, 8s. 4d. Added to all this is the sum of
£8,064, 12s. 63d. expended since 1840 for the circulation of religious
books and tracts, by which sum 11,493,174 books and tracts have
been circulated. Thus we see that for these various objects, discon-
nected with the orphans, there has been sent in to Mr. Miiller, since
March, 1834, the sum of £51,777, 14s. 11d., which, added to the sum
for the orphans, makes a total of £185,306, 8s. 11d., — nearly one
million of dollars, sent to Mr. Miiller from various parts of the
Christian world, and from thousands who never saw him, all in
answer to prayer, to aid him in carrying forward his benevolent work
in saving souls and to honor and glorify God.

Is it any wonder that men of little faith, and slow of heart %o
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believe what God says, should look upon all this as a *standing
_ miracle”? But quite otherwise does Mr. Muller regard it. ¢ Think
not,” says- he, in his Narrative, ¢ that I have the gif¢t of faith, that
gift of which we read in 1 Cor. xii. 9, mentioned in connection with
the ¢gifts of healing, the working of miracles,’ etc.” It is true,”
he adds, ¢ that the faith I am enabled to exercise is altogether God’s
own gift, but it is the self-same faith found in every believer, the
growth of which I am most sensible of;; for by little and little it has
been increasing for the last thirty years.”

Now, if it be true that Mr. Miller has received from God no
extraordinary gift, beyond that which is common to every believer, it
becomes a solemn and momentous question, and one to be pondered
deeply and prayerfully, By what means has this ordinary faith ¢n
hvm attained to such marvellous strength? Whence came he in pos-
session of that mysterious key by which he is able to unlock the
store-houses of God’s treasures, and, as it were, help himself to
whatever he needs? Day by day, year after year, does this man of
God receive the most extraordinary answers to prayer, and by which
he is able to carry forward the most stupendous and complicated
works of benevolence, while the like precious faith in others is so
small and feeble as to be utterly powerless in moving God’s loving
heart in the bestowment of blessings. ¢‘Is there not a cause?”
And ought not such facts and such questions to startle every believer
into the most thorough searchings of heart to discover the cause of
his Zitsle faith? ' Let us not attempt, as the manner of some is, to
evade the issue, by resolving it all into the sovereignty of God.
True it is, God’s sovereignty is all-pervading, and as manifest in the
Chinese as it is in the British empire; but were an inquisitive child
to inquire into the cause of the difference between the well-developed,
elastic foot of an Englishman, and the little, dwarfish stump of a
Chinese, no Christian parent would consider it a logical or scriptural
answer to charge. it all upon God’s sovereignty. God acts as
sovereign in giving to the infant a foot, and certain laws of physical
development, in common with its other members; but when the
mother, in the pride of her heart, bandages that foot so tight that
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the laws of development become nugatory and powerless, in thet
case the sovereignty of God ceased where the bandaging commenced.
Just so it is with faith. Being seated with Mr. Miiller at his own
table, a few evenings since, the subject of faith naturally became the
topic of conversation, when he beautifully remarked, ‘The first
germ of faith in the soul is very much like a new-born infant in the
cradle, very small and very weak, and its future growth and increase
of strength as much depend on its daily, constant exercise as do the
‘physical developments of the child; yes,” continued he, ‘I can now
as easily trust God for thirty-five thousand pounds as I could at first
for five thousand.”

Now, may not Mr. Miiller’s experience on this vital and funda-
mental principle of our holy religion reveal to us the secret cause of
our own weak faith? We fold it up, as it were, in a napkin, lay it
carefully away, and treat it as a tender but foolish mother does her
offspring : afraid of the open air, it will take cold; it must not walk
out, it will fall and break its limbs; it must not take nutritious food,
it is so delicate. Thus the poor, unfortunate child never rises to the

" fall strength and vigor of manhood. So is it with that class of
believers who do little else than to nurse and sing a kind of lullaby
over their puny faith; it must never venture out of sight, or upon a
stormy sea in a dark night, or, in other words, never frust God. O,
what a misnomer to call this faith! and what is it worth, even if it
can be called faith? So far as the wants of this perishing world are
concerned, it is as worthless as the one talent buried in the earth,
and if sufficient to save the soul, it can be saved ‘‘ only as by fire.”
Let us not fail here to mark well the difference between these two
grains of faith, both small and weak at the beginning, but one, by
daily vigorous exercise, increases and grows into such mighty
strength ¢ that as a prince it hath power with God,” while the other
for want of exercise, sinks into imbecility, and becomes powerles
far good.

Let us notice, also, the circumstances into which Mr. Miiller
voluntarily threw himself and family, for the very purpose of afford-
ing opportunity for the exercise of his faith, — giving away all he
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possessed, laying by nothing for the future, — thus placing himself
and family upon a level with the poorest child, and forcing his faith,
u8 it were, into the severest exercise, by looking to God for daily
bread, no less for himself and family than for the seven hundred
orphans dependent upon his bounty. Nor can he be persuaded to
accept any money, or gifts of any kind, unless with the privilege of
laying it at once upon God’s altar, to advance the cause ‘and kingdom
of his blessed Redeemer. The following facts and correspondence
exhibit Mr. Miiller’s views and real character on this subject.

In October, 1856, a gentleman, in admiration of the services which
Mr. Miiller had rendered to poor orphans, and to mankind in general,
sent him one hundred pounds, as the commencement of a fund for
the future maintenance of himself and family. Mr. Miiller’s reply
is so characteristic, and so beautifully exemplifies the simplicity of
his childlike faith, that I give it in full : —

“My pEAR Sie: I hasten to thank you for your kind communi-
cation, and to inform you that your check for one hundred pounds
has safely come to hand.

“T have no property whatever, nor has my dear wife; nor have I
had one single shilling regular salary as minister of the Gospel for the
last twenty-six years, nor as the Director of the Orphan House and
the other objects of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home
and Abroad. When I am in need of anything, I fall on my knees and
ask God that he would be pleased to give me what I need; and he
puts it into the heart of some one or other to help me. Thus all my
wants have been amply supplied during the last twenty-six years, anc
I can say, to the praise of God, I have lacked nothing. . My dear
wife and my only child — a daughter twenty-four years old —are of
the same mind with me. Of this blessed way of living none of us are
tired, but become, day by day, more convinced of its blessedness.

‘I have never thought it right to make provision for myself or my
dear wife and daughter, except in this way; that when I saw a case of
need, such as an aged widow, or a sick person, or a helpless infant, I
would use my means freely which God had given me, fully believing
that if either myself, or my dear wife or daughter, at some time or
other should be in need of anything, God would richly repay what was
given to the poor, considcring it as lent to himself.

¢ Under these circumstances, I am unable to accept your kindness
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of the gift of one hundred pounds, towards making a provision for
myself and family; for so I understand your letter. Any gift given
to me, unasked for, by those who have it in their heart to help me to
supply my personal and family expenses, I thapkfully accept; or any
donation given to me for the work of God in which I am engaged, 1
also thankfully accept, as a steward for the orphans, etc.; but your
kind gift seems to me especially given to make a provision for myself,
which I think would be displeasing to my heavenly Father, who has !
20 bountifully given me my daily bread hitherto. But should I have
misunderstood the meaning of your letter, be pleased to let me know
it. I hold the check till I hear again from you.

¢ In the mean time, my dear sir, however you meant your letter, I
am deeply sensible of your kindness, and daily pray that God would
be pleased richly to recompense you for it, both temporally and
spiritually.

“I am, dear sir,
¢ Yours very gratefully,
“ Georce MiLrEr.”

Two days after the above letter was written, Mr. Miiller received a
reply, desiring him to use the one hundred pounds for the orphans,
and within five days more he received an additional fwo hundred
pounds for the benefit of the orphans, from the same individual, who
up to that time was unknown to Mr. Miiller, nor has he ever seen him
since.

Here, then, we discover the secret of Mr. Miiller’s strong faith.
He will not suffer himself to be placed in a condition where he can-
not exercise it at all times and in all places. This is the soil, dear
readers, into which Mr. Miiller cast his faith, which at the beginning
was like a grhin of mustard-sced, very small, but now, behold, a great
tree, where I see with my own eyes seven hundred little birds lodg-
ing in the branches thereof; and so rapidly and vigorously docs it
shoot out new branches, that in a few months four hundred and fifty
more will be warbling their swecet notes of praise beneath its wide-
spreading foliage. But this is not all; Mr. Miller not only casts the
rced into, good soil, but he is carcful to keep it well watered with the
dows of heaven; and this he docs ¢ by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, making known his rcquests unto Ged,” and by rcading
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and studying the Holy Scriptures; or, as he modestly expressed him-
self in conversation, ‘I am habitually given to the reading of the
word of God, coupled with meditation on the same; and everything
connected with myself or my service I turn into prayer.”

Now, most men would consider such a stupendous work as his a
reasonable excuse for cutting short their closet duties. Not so with
Mr. Miller. It isin the closet, shut up with God and the Bible, that
he girds up the loins of his mind, and burnishes his armor for the
battles of the day. It is very beautiful, also, to notice the confidence
and childlike simplicity with which he receives everything, and be-
lieves every word that God has spoken; and the increased relish and
zest with which he daily and bourly returns to God’s holy word is very
peculiar; as though he was in constant communication with heaven,
and receiving fresh letters of instruction and precious promises daily
and hourly from his heavenly Father. Hence, he never studies the
Bible for others, but for himself, to find out what his Father requires
of him; and, studying thus, he seems so impregnated with God's
truth, that when he speaks of God, of Christ, of the Holy Spirit, and
the great salvation, you are reminded of the words of our Saviour,
John vii. 88, for from him seem to flow ‘rivers of living waters.”
And the more strikingly does this appear from his primitive style of
preaching. Never ta:king a text, but reading a whole chapter, more
or less, he literally teaches his hearers out of the Scriptures, pouring
forth such floods of light upon that given passage that his people very
soon become mighty in the Scriptures.

His prayers, also, are as peculiar as his preaching, — great sim-
plicity in language; while humbleness, meekness, gentleness, and
fervency of spirit are so manifest, that he recalls to your mind a very
dear child, who, having had much forgiven, loves much, and whose
tender father, before whom it stands, is so rich, so benevolent, so for-
giving, that it asks and obtains great blessings, while the deep sense
of its own unworthiness keeps the child’s heart very tender and very
humble. Butthe most remarkable feature noticeable in his prayers
is the asking of evérything in the name, through the merits, and for
the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. I do not mean that the fact itself

4 ’
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is peculiar, but the great stress he lays upon the honor and glory due
to Christ, — Christ’s precious Blood; Christ our Teacher, our great
atoning High Priest; Christ the Resurrection and the Life; Christ the
Exalted, Glorified One; Christ our Mediator, Intercessor, and Advo-
cate. To honor and glorify Christ, and magnify his name above
every name, seems to be the all-pervading theme which fills his heart
and moves his tongue. \

But it is not meet that I keep the reader longer from this remarka-
ble narrative of the ¢ Iord’s Dealings” with the man himself. In
this he tclls his own story, and it is marvellous in our eyes. Would
that it were translated into every language in Christendom, and might
find its way into every family; for, to my mind, it contains the most
important, the most instructive and impressive lesson to the child of
God that can be found in any uninspired book, the like of which has
never appeared since the days of the Apostles. This is no hasty
opinion, but a solemn conviction, after days and weeks of diligent
search, and the most thorough investigation, in the very gity and on
the very grounds where these wonderful things have transpired. Aad
if God raised up a Luther in the sixteenth century, to scatter the
clouds and disperse the darkness of that age, and to restore to his
people that glorious doctrine of ¢¢ JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH,” so long
buried beneath the rubbish of Papal superstition, why should it be
thought a thing incredible that the same glorious God should, in our
day, raise up a Muller to rear this ‘‘ Monument” on Ashley Down, in
the face of all Christendom, to prove that the God of the Bible, whom
we serve, is still the ¢ Living God,” the hearer and answerer of
prayer; and that the faith taught by Luther, and by which alone we
can be justified before God, is not a dead, but a living, active, prac-
tical faith, which has in it the power of an endless life, and a power
that can move the heart and the hand of Him who moves the world?

MR. MULLER'S PERSONAL APPEARANCE.
He is tall, rather slender, standing six feet in his boots, and of a
remarkably fine figure, with a grave, German face, and dark-brownish
eyes that kindle into a pleasing, benevolent expression in conversa-
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gion. His dress is the very same in cut and color that i @ wore in the
German university (his coat a long-tail frock), all in black, except the
snow-white neck-tie, fastened with a common plain pin in front, the
ends hid beneath a waistcoat buttoned up so high as to hide everything
but the cravat; making his whole general appearance, whether in the
pulpit or in the street, a perfect model of neatness and order. Hi
hair is rather coarse, and black as jet.

HIS SCHOLARSHIP.

He is master of six languages, — Latin, Greek, Hebrew, German,
"French and English, —and reads and understands the Dutch, and two
or three Oriental languages, but does not profess to be master of them.
His attainments in Biblical literature are the most thorough, and I
may say the most extraordinary.

OIS LIBRARY.

It consists of a Hebrew Bible, three Greek Testaments, a Greex
Concordance and Lexicon, with some half-dozen different versions of
the Holy Scriptures, and copies of the best translations into those
veveral languages of which he is master. 7'hese constitute his enzire
library!

HIS HABITS AND MANNER OF STUDY AND PREACHING. .

He rises early, enters his ‘closet, shuts the door, opens his Bible,
offers a short prayer especially to invoke the guidance of God’s Spirit
upon the reading and meditation of his holy word, then reads and
meditates verse by verse, chapter by chapter, till his whole soul be-
comes impressed with God’s presence and impregnated with God’s
teachings ; then he bows himself, and, like Samson hold of the mid-
dle pillars, he wrestles with God, till, like Israel, he prevails. His
habit of reading the Scriptures is to go straight and regu.arly through
them, both the Old and New Testaments at the same time; that is, to
read in the Old one part of the day, and in the New the other. He
bas strong objections to that hop, skip and jump method thas some
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practise in reading the Bible, or the habit of op;ning it at random.
When asked how often he had gone through the Bible in this way, his
answer was, ‘I cannot tell, but probably more than a hundred times.”
His preaching is altogether ezpository, reading a whole chapter, or
part of one, or parts of two chapters, according to the connection,
and then drawing out of the passage such rich treasures, so many
things new and old, that I felt it to be worth crossing the Atlantic to
hear them. For three Sabbaths I sat under his teachings, and heard
him twice each day. Though he invited me to preach for him, I de-
clined, for the very reason that'I could not afford to lose the precious
opportunity of hearing him. The happy results of his method of
preaching are seen in the numbers of men and women connected with
his churches who have become mighty in the Scriptures, and are
.better quaiified to expound them, and to guide'inquiring souls to
Christ, than many a young minister who has spent his three years in
a theological seminary. Let no one imagine that this kind of preach-
ing becomes dry and heavy. Never have I listened to more burning
words and touching eloquence than occasionally burst from the lips
of this man of God, and especially when he turns to the young, and,
with all the tenderness and pathos of a loving father, pleads with them
*“to seek now the Lord while he may be found, and call upon him
whilst he is near.”

SELLING JEWELRY SENT IN FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
ORPHANS — I8 IT SINFUL?!

His answer to me was in substance the following: ¢ If I betieved
it to be sinful, I would smash it all up, though it took Zen thousand
pounds per annum from the orphans" support. I have searched the
Scriptures and made it a subject of prayer. I do not find a command
in the Bible against it. I find enough to guide myself in its use; se
with my dear wife and daughter. We think a meek, quiet, and hum-
ble spirit the best of all ornaments, and the only ornament a Chris-
tian needs. But if we lay down a rule and adopt it as a principle to
regulate others, comsistency would require us not to stop at mere
jewelry; other rich and costly articles of dress, etc., must be dis-
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earded, and who is wise enough to draw the right line, unless God
has spoken explicitly on the subject? No; these things must be regue
lated from within. The conscience must be kept quickened, and the
love of Christ must constrain one in the regulation of these things.”
Mr. Miiller's consistent, prayerful, and godly life, connected with his
wonderful study and knowledge of the Bible, gives weight to his
opinions on all questions of this kind.

‘GENERAL READING, ETC.

**I have no time,” said he, ¢ for that.” From his assistants (tc
whom 1 am indebted for many facts of a personal nature which Mr.
Miiller himself would never have disclosed) I learned that the way
he kept himself at all posted up with regard to the stirring events of
the day was by conversation at table with his associates, teachers,
matrons, etc., who were expected to have a little more time for gen-
eral reading. His morning hours, after his closet duties are over, are
spent in his family, opening his letters, packages, etc., marking with
his pencil and separating them into such divisions or classes that his
three clerks or assistants can understand their respective duties. He
reaches the Orphan Houses between ten and eleven o’clock; there he
remains till six or seven in the evening, attending to and overseeing
a great variety of things. The amount of labor he performs is amaz-
ing, and the almost endless variety would render insane, one would
think, most other men. Yet he is never ruffled, never looks anxious
" or out of temper, — always calm and placid, and in a prayerful frame
of mind, casting all his cares upon the Lord, who careth for him. I
doubt whether I shall ever see his like agai;x this side heaven. If I
am not a better man in future, possessing more of the spirit of Christ,
more faith, more of the spirit of prayer and of holy living, for having
spent three weeks at his feet, surely my case is a very sad one in-
deed. I have not time to say more on this fertile subject at present.

Let the dear people of God in America gaze upon this ¢ Monu-
ment” brought to their view in this narrative, till by prayer and sup-
plication they shall obtain for themselves more of the ¢ like precious
faith,” — that faith without which it is impossible to please God,—-
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that faith that worketh by love and purifieth the heart, — that faith
that removes mountains of obstacles out of our path, — that faith that
takes hold on God’s strength, and is the substance of things hoped
for, and the evidence of things not seen. O Lord, bless the reading
of this book to the increase of our faith, and the faith of all thy dear
children, is the prayer of

: E. N. SAWTELL.




THE LIFE OF TRUST.
CHAPTER I.

BOYHOOD AND YOUTH.

1805 — 1825.

-

QIRTH — EARLY DISHONESTY — INSENSIBILITY — CONFIRMATION IN THE STATR
CHURCH — DISSBOLUTENESS OF LIFE — THE HARD WAY OF TRANSGRESSORS
— THE GYMNASIUM AT NORDHAUSEN — THE UNIVERSITY AT HALLE —ROV-
INGS.

the kingdom of Prussia, September 27, 1805. In

January, 1810, my parents removed to Heimersle-

ben, about four miles from Kroppenstaedt, where
my father was appointed collector in the excise.

My father, who educated his children on worldly prin-
ciples,! gave us much money, considering our age. The
result was, that it led me and my brother into many sins.
Before I was ten years old, I repeatedly took of the gov-
ernment money which was intrusted to my father, and
which he had to make up; till one day, as he had repeat-
edly missed money, he detected my theft, by depositing =
counted sum in the room where I was, and leaving me to
myself for a while. Being thus left alone, I took some of

% WAS born at Kroppenstaedt, near Halberstadt, in

1 The opinion is often entertained that persons who become eminent for power
in prayer and nearness of communion with God, owe their attainments to natural
excellene of character, or to peculiarly favoring circumstances of early education.
The narrative of the youth of Miiller exhibits the fallaciousness of this view, and
shows that the attainments which he made are within the rcach of any one who
will ¢ ask of God, tnat giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not.” — Ep.

47
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the money, and hid it under my foot in my.shoe. When
my father, after his return, had counted and missed the
monay, I was searched and my theft detected.

‘When I was between ten and eleven years of age I was
sent to Halberstadt, there to be prepared for the university ;
for my father’s desire was that I should become a clergy-
man ; not, indeed, that thus I might serve God, but that I
might have a comfortable living. My time was now spent
in studying, reading novels, and indulging, though so
young, in sinful practices. Thus it continued till I was
fourteen years old, when my mother was suddenly removed.
The night she was dying, I, not knowing of her illness,
was playing at cards till two in the morning, and on the
next day, being the Lord’s day, I went with some of my
companions in sin to a tavern, and then we went about the
streets half intoxicated.

This bereavement made no lasting impression on my
mind. I grew worse and worse. Three or four days
before I was confirmed, and thus admitted to partake of
the Lord’s Supper, I was guilty of gross immorality ; and
the very day before my confirmation, when I was in the
vestry with the clergyman to confess my sins, after a formal
manner, I defrauded him; for I handed over to him only
the twelfth part of the fee which my father had given me
for him. In this state of heart, without prayer, without
true repentance, without faith, without knowledge of the
plan of salvation, I was confirmed, and took the Lord’s
Supper, on the Sunday after Easter, 1820. Yet I was not
without some feeling about the solemnity of the thing, and
stayed at home in the afternoon and evening, whilst the
other boys and girls, who had been confirmed with me,
walked about in the fields.

My time till midsummer, 1821, was spent partly in study,
but in a great degree in playing the piano-forte and guitar,
reading novels, frequenting taverns, forming resolutions to
become different, yet breaking them almost as fast as they
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were made. * My money was often spent on my sinful
pleasures, through which I was now and then brought into
trouble, so that once, to satisfy my hunger, I stole a piece
of ‘coarse bread, the allowance-of a soldier who was quar-’
tered in the house where I lodged.

At midsummer, 1821, my father obtained an appointment
at Sehoenebeck, near Magdeburg, and I embraced the
opportunity of entreating him to remove me to the cathe-
dral classical school of Magdeburg; for I thought that if

I could but leave my companions in sin, and get out of

certain snares, and be placed under other tutors, I should
then live a different life. My father consented, and I was
allowed to leave Halberstadt, and to stay at Heimersleben
till Michaelmas. Being thus quite my own master, I grew
still more idle, and lived as much as before in all sorts of
sin. When Michaelmas came, I persuaded my father to
leave me at Heimersleben till Easter, and to let me read the
classics with a clergyman living in the same place. I was
now living on the premises belonging to my father, under
little real control, and intrusted with a considerable sum of
money, which I had to collect for my father, from persons
who owed it to him. My habits soon led me to spend a
considerable part of this money, giving receipts for different
sums, yet leaving my father to suppose I had not received
them. A

In November, I went 6n a pleasure excursion to Magde-
burg, where I spent six days in much sin, and though my
absence from home had been found out by my father be-
fore I returned from thence, yct I took all the money I
could obtain, and went to Brunswick, after I had, through
a number of lies, obtained permission from my tutor. I
spent a week at Brunswick in an expensive hotel. At the
end of the weck my money was expended. I then went,
without money, to another hotel, in a village near Bruns-
wick, where I spent another week in an expensive way of
living. Af last, the owner of the hotel, suspecting that 1
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had no money, asked for payment, and I wes obliged to
leave my best clothes as security. I then walked about six
miles, to Wolfenbuttel, went to an inn, and began again to
live as if I had plenty of money. On the second or third
morning I went quietly out of the yard and then ran off;
but being suspected and observed, and therefore seen to go
off, I was immediately called after, and so had to return.
I was arrested, and being suspected to be a thief, was ex-
amined for about three hours, and then sent to jail. I
now found myself, at the age of sixteen, an inmate of the
same dwelling with thieves and murderers. I was locked
up in this place day and night, without permission to leave
my cell.

I was in prison from Dec. 18, 1821, to January 12, 1822,
when the keeper told me to go with him to the police
office. Here I found that the commissioner before whom I
had been tried, had acquainted my father with my conduct ;
and thus I was kept in prison till my father sent the money
which was needed for my travelling expenses, to pay my
debt in the inn, and for my maintenance in the prison. So
ungrateful was I now for certain little kindnesses shown to
me by a fellow-prisoner, that, although I had promised to
call on his sister, to deliver a message from him, I omitted
to do so; and so little had I been benefited by this, my
chastisement, that, though I was going home to meet an
angry father, only two hours after I had left the town
where I had been imprisoned, I chose an avowedly wicked
person as my travelling compamon for a great part of my
journey.

My father, who arrived two days after I had reached
Heimersleben, after having severely beaten me, took me
home to Schoenebeck, intending, at Easter, to send me to
a classical school at Halle, that I might be under strict dis-
cipline and the continual inspection of a tutor. Easter
eame, and I easily persnaded him to let me stay at home
till Michaelmas. But after that period he would not con

‘
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sent to my remaining any longer with him, and Ileft home,
pretending to go to Halle to be examined. But having a
bearty dislike to the strict discipline of which I had heard,
I went to Nordhausen, and had myself examined to be re-
ceived into that school. I then went home, but never told
my father a word of all this deception till the day before
my departure, which obliged me to invent a whole chain of
lies. He was then very angry ; but at last, through my en-
treaties and persuasion, he gave way and allowed me to
go. This was in October, 1822.

I continued at Nordhausen two years and six months.
During this time I studied with considerable diligence the
Latin classics, French, history, my own language, etc. ; but
did little in Hebrew, Greek, and the mathematies. I lived
in the house of the director, and got, through my conduct,
highly into his favor, so much so that I was held up by
him in the first class as an example to the rest. I used
now to rise regularly at four, winter and summer, and gen-

* erally studied all the day, with little exception, till ten

-at night. ,

But whilst I was thus outwardly gaining the esteem of
my fellow-creatures, I did not care in the least about God,
but lived secretly in much sin, in consequence of which I
was taken ill, and for thirteen weeks confined to my room.
During my illness I had no real sorrow of heart, yet, being
under certain natural impressions of religion, I read through
Klopstock’s works without weariness. I cared nothing
about the word of God. I had about three hundred books
of my own, but no Bible. .Now and then I felt that I
ought to become a different person, and I tried to amend
my conduct, particularly when I went to the Lord’s Supper,
a8 I used to do twice every year, with the other young men.
The day previous to attending that ordinance, I used to
refrain from certain things; and on the day itself I was
serious, and also swore oncc or twice to God, with the
emblem of the broken body in my mouth, to become better,



52 THE LIFE OF TRUST. Cmr. 1

1 .
thinking that for the oath’s sake I should be induced to
reform. But after one or two days were over, all was for-
gotten, and I was as bad as before.

At Easter, 1825, I became a member of the University
of Halle, and that with very honorable testimonials. I thus
obtained permission to preach in the Lutheran Establish-
ment ; but I was as truly unhappy and as far from God as.
ever. I had made strong resolutions now at last to
change my course of life, for two reasons: first, because,
without it, I thought no parish would choose me as their
pastor ; and, secondly, that without a considerable knowl-
edge of divinity, I should never get a good living. But
the moment I entered Halle, the university town, all my
resolutions came to nothing. Being now more than ever
my own master, I renewed my profligate life afresh, though
now a student of divinity. Yet in the midst of it all I had
a desire to renounce this wretched life, for I had no enjoy-
ment in it, and had sense enough left to see the end, one
day or other, would, be miserable. But I had no sorrow
of heart on account of offending God.

One day, when I was in a tavern with some of my wild
fellow-students, I saw among them one of my former
school-fellows, named Beta, whom I had known four years
before at Halberstadt, but whom at ths* time I had
despised, because he was so quiet and serious. It now
appeared well to me to choose him as my friend, thinking
that, if I could but have better companions, I should by
that means improve my own conduct. ¢ Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh Iis arm.”

This Beta was a backslider. When formerly he was so
quiet at school, I have reason to believe it was because the
Spirit of God was working on his heart; but now, having
departed from the Lord, he tried to put off the ways of God
more and more, and to enjoy the world of which he had
known but little before. I sought his friendship, because
I thought it would lead me to a steady life; and he gladly
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formed an acquaintance with me, as he told me‘afterwards,
because he thought it would bring him into gay society.

At the commencement of August, Beta and I, with two
other students, drove about the country for four days.
When we returned, instead of being truly sorry on account
of this sin, we thought of fresh pleasures ; and as my love
for travelling was stronger than ever, through what I had
seen on this last journey, I proposed to my friends to set
off for Switzerland. The obstacles in the way, the want
of money, and the want of the passports, were removed by
me. For, through forged letters from our parents, we pro-
cured passports, and through pledging all we could, partic-
ularly our books, we obtained as much money as we
thought would be enough. Forty-three days we were day
after day travelling, almost always on foot.

I had now obtained the desire of my heart. I had seen
Switzerland. But still I was far from being happy. I was
on this journey like Judas; for, having the common purse,
I was a thief. I managed so that the journey cost me but
two thirds of what it cost my friends. I had, by many lies,
to satisfy my father concerning the travelling expenses.
During the three weeks I stayed at home, I determined to
live differently for the future. I was different for a few
days; but when the vacation was over, and fresh students
came, and, with them, fresh money, all was soon forgotten.
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HE time was now come when God would have
mercy upon me. At a time when I was as careless
about him as ever, he sent his Spirit into my heart.
I had no Bible, and had not read it for years. I

went to church but seldom; but, from custom, I took the
Lord’s Supper twice a year. I had never heard the gospel
preached. I had never met with a person who told me
that he weant, by the help of God, to live according to the
Holy Scriptures. In short, I had not the least idea that
there were any persons really different from myselt" except
in degree.

On Saturday afternoon, about the middle of November,
1825, I had taken a walk with my friend Beta. On our
return he said to me that hé was in the habit of going on
Saturday evenings to the house of a Christian, where there
was a meeting. On further inquiry, he told me that they
read the Bible, sang, prayed, and read a printed sermon.
No sooner had I heard this than it was to me as if I had
found something after which I had been seeking all my
life long. We went together in the evening. As I did not
know the manners of believers, and the joy they have in
seeing poor sinners, even in any measure, caring about the
things of God, I made an apology for coming. The kind
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answer of the dear brother I shall never forget. He said:
“Come as often as you plesse ; house and heart are open
to you.” We sat down and sang a hymn. Then brother
Kayser, now a missionary in Africa, fell on his knees and
asked a blessing on our meeting. This kneeling down
made a deep impression upon me'; for I had never either
seen any one on his knees, nor had I ever myself prayed on
my knees. He then read a chapter and a printed sermon;
for no regular meetings for expounding the Scriptures were

“allowed in Prussia, except an ordained clergyman was
present. At the close we sang another hymn, and then the
master of the house prayed. Whilst he prayed, my feeling
was something like this: I could not pray as well, though
I am much more learned than this illiterate man.” The
whole made a deep impression on me. I was happy;
though, if I had been asked why I was happy, I could not
have clearly explained it.

When we walked home, I said te Beta: ¢ All we have
seen on our journey to Switzerland, and all our former
pleasures, are as nothing in comparison with this evening.”
Whether I fell on my knees when I returned home, I do
not remember ; but this I know, that I lay peaceful and
happy in my bed. This shows that the Lord may begin
his work in different ways. For I have not the least doubt
that on that evening he began a work of grace in me,
though I obtained joy without any deep sorrow of heart,
and with scarcely any knowledge. But that evening was
the turning-point in my life. The next day and Monday,
and once or twice besides, I went again to the house of
this brother, where I read the Scriptures with him and an-
other brother ; for it was too long for me to wait till Satur-
day came again.

Now my life became very different, though not so that
all sins were given up at once. My wicked companions
were given up ; the going to taverns was entirely discontin-
ued; the habitual practice of telling falsehoods was no
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longer indulged in; but still a few times after this I spoke
an untruth. I read the Secriptures, prayed often, loved the
brethren, went to church from right mqtives, and stood on
the side of Christ, though laughed at by my fellow-students.

In January, 1826, I began to read missionary papers, and
was greatly stirred up to become a missionary myself. 1
prayed frequently concerning this matter, and thus made
more decided progress for a few weeks. About Easter,
1826, I saw a devoted young brother, named Ilermann
Ball, a learned man, and of wealthy parents, who, con-
strained by the love of Christ, preferred laboring in Poland
among the Jews as a missionary to having a comfortable
living near his relations. His example made a deep impres-
sion on me. The Lord smiled on me, and I was, for the -
first time in my life, able fully and unreservedly to give
up myself to him.

At this time I began truly to enjoy the peace of God
which passeth all understanding. In my joy I wrote to
my father and brother, entreating them to scek the Lord,
and telling them how happy I was; thinking that, if the
way to happiness were but set before them, they would
gladly embrace it. To my great surprise, an angry answer
was returned. About this period the Lord sent a believer,
Dr. Tholuck, as professor of divinity to Ilalle, in eonse-
quence of which a few believing students came from other
universities. Thus also, through becoming acquainted with
other brethren, the Lord led me on.

My former desire to give myself to missionary service
returned, and I went at last to my father to obtain his per-
mission, without which I could not be received into any of
the German missiorary institutions. My father was greatly
displeased, and particularly reproached me, saying that he
had expended so much moncy on my education, in hope
that he might comfortably spend his last days with me in a
parsouagc, and that he now saw all these prospects come ta -
nothing. He was angry, and told me he would no longet
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consider me as his son. But the Lord gave me grate tc
remain steadfast. He then entreated me, and wept before
me; yet even this by far harder trial the Lord enabled-
me to bear. After I had left my father, though I wanted
more money than at any previous period of my life, as I had
to remain two years longer in the university, I determined
never to take any more from him; for it seemed to me
wrong, so far as I remember, to suffer myself to be sup-
ported by him, when he had no prospect that I should be-
come what he would wish me to be, namely, a clergyman
with a good living. This resolution I was enabled to keep.
Shortly after this had occurred, several American gen-
tlemen, three of whom were professors in American col-
leges, came to Halle for literary purposes, and, as they did
not understand German, I was recommended by Dr. Tho-
luck to teach them. These gentlemen, some of whom
were believers, paid so handsomely for the instruction .
which I gave them, and for the lectures of certain profes-
sors which I wrote out for them, that I had enough and to
spare. Thus did the Lord richly make up to me the little
which I had relinquished for his sake. ¢ O fear the Lord,
ye his saints : for there is no want to them that fear him.”
Whitsuntide, and the two days following, I spent in the
house of a pious clergyman in the country ; for all the min-
1sters at Halle, a town of more than twenty thousand in-
habitants, were unenlightened men. God greatly refreshed
me through this visit. Dear Beta was with me. On our
return we related to two of our former friends, whose so-
ciety we had not quite given up, though we did not any
longer live with them in sin, how happy we had been on
our visit. I then told them how I wished they were as
happy as ourselves. They answered, We do not feel that
we are sinners. After this I fell on my knees, and asked
God to show them that they were sinners. Having done
80, I went into my bedroom, where I continued to pray
for them. After a little while, I returned to my sitting
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room and found them both in tears, and both told me that
they now felt themselves to be sinners. From that time a
work of grace commenced in their hearts.

Though very weak and ignorant, yet I had now, by the
grace of God, some desire to benefit others, and he who so
faithfully had once served Satan, sought now to win souls
for Christ. I circulated every month about three hundred
missionary papers. I also distributed a considerable nuin-
ber of tracts, and often took my pockets full in my walks,
and distributed them, and spoke to poor people whom I
met. I also wrote letters to some of my former compan-
ions in sin. I visited, for thirteen weeks, a sick man, who,
when I first began to speak to him about the things of God,
was completely ignorant of his state as a sinner, trusting
for salvation in his upright and moral life. After some
weeks, however, the Lord allowed me to see a decided
change in him, and he afterwards repeatedly expressed his
gratitude that I had been sent to him by God to be the
means of opening his blind eyes.

Having heard that there was a schoolmaster living in a
village about six miles from Halle, who was in the habit of
holding a prayer meeting at four o’clock every morning,
with the miners, before they went into the pit, giving them
also an address, I thought he was a believer ; and as I knew
so very few brethren, I went to see him, in order, if it
might be, to strengthen his hands. About two years after-
wards, he told me that when I came to him first he knew
not the Lord, but that he had held these prayer meetings
merely out of kindness to a relative, whose office it was,
but who had gone on & journey; and that those addresses
which he had read were not his own, but copied out of a
book. He also told me that he was much impressed with
my kindness, and what he considered condescension on my
part in coming to see him, and this, together with my con-
versation, had been instrumental in leading him tc care
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about the things of God, and I knew him ever afterwards
as a true brother.

This schoolmaster asked me whether I would not preach
in his parish, as the aged clergyman would be very glad of
my assistance. Up to this time I had never preached ; yet
I thought that by taking a sermon, or the greater part
of one, written by a spiritual man, and committing it to
memory, I might benefit the people. I set about putting
a printed sermon into a suitable form, and committing it to
memory. There is no joy in man’s own doings and choos-
mgs. I got through it, but had no enjoyment in the work.
[t was on August 27, 1826, at eight in the morning, in a
chapel of ease. There was one service more, in the after
noon, at which I nceded not to have done anything; but
having a desire to serve the Lord, though I often knew not
bow to do it scripturally, and knowing that this aged and
unenlightened clergyman had had this living for forty-eight
years, aad having, therefore, reason to believe that the gos-
pel scarcely ever had been preached in that place, I had it
in my heart to preach again in the afternoon. It came to
my mind to read the fifth chapter of Matthew, and to
make such remarks as I was able. I did so. Immediately
upon beginning to expound ¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit,”
etc., I feit myself greatly assisted; and whereas in the
morning my sermon had not been simple enough for the
people to understand it, I now was listened to with the
greatest attention, and I think was also understood. My
own peace and joy were great. I felt this a blessed work.

On my way to Halle I thought, this is the way I should
like always to preach. But then it came immediately to
my mind that such sort of preaching might do for illiterate

,country people, but that it never would do before a well-
educated assembly in town. I thought the truth ought to
be preached at all hazards, but it ought to be given in a
different form, suited to the hearers. Thus I remained un-
settled in my mind as it regards the mode of preaching;
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and it is not surprising that I did not then see the truth
concerning this matter, for I did not understand the work
of the Spirit, and therefore saw not the powerlessness of
human eloquence. Further, I did not keep in mind that if
the most illiterate persons in the congregation can compre-
hend the discourse, the most educated will understand it
too ; but that the reverse does not hold true.

It was not till three years afterwards that I was led,
through grace, to see what I now consider the right mode
of preparation for the public preaching of the word. But
about this, if God permit, I will say more when I come to
that period of my life.

It was about this time that I formed the plan of ex-
changing the University of Halle for that of Berlin, on
account of there being a greater number of believing pro-
fessors and students in the latter place. But the whole
plan was formed without prayer, or at least without earnest
prayer. When, however, the morning came on which I
had to apply for the university testimonials, the Lord gra-
ciously stirred me up prayerfully to consider the matter ;
and finding that I had no sufficient reason for leaving
Halle, I gave up the plan, and have never had reason tc
regret having done so.

The public means of grace by which I could be benefited
were very few. Though I went regularly to church when ~
I did not preach myself, yet I scarcely ever heard the
trath ; for there was no enlightened clergyman in the town.
And when it so happened that I could hear Dr. Tholuck,
or any other godly minister, the prospect of it beforehand,
and the looking back upon it afterwards, served to fill me
with joy. Now and then I walked ten or fifteen miles to
enjoy this privilege.

Another means of grace which I attended, besides the
Saturday-evening meetings in brother Wagner’s house,
was a meeting every Lord’s-day evening with the believing
students, six or more in number, increased, before I left
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Halle, to about twenty. In these meetings, one or two, or
more, of the brethren prayed, and we read the Scriptures,
sang hymns, and sometimes also one or another of the
‘brethren spoke a little in the way of exhortation, and we
read also suchh writings of godly men as were calculated
for edification. I was often greatly stirred up and re-
freshed in these meetings; and twice, being in a backslid-
ing state, and therefore cold and miserable, I opened my
heart- to the brethren, and was brought out of that state
through the means of their exhortations and prayers.

As to the other means of grace, I would say, I fell into
the snare into which so many young believers fall, the
reading of religious books in preference to the Scriptures.
I read tracts, missionary papers, sermons, and biggraphies
of godly persons. I never had been at any time of my
life in the habit of reading the Holy Secriptures. When
under fifteen years of age, I occasionally read a little of
them at school; afterwards God’s precious book was en-
tirely laid aside, so that I never read one single chapter of
it till it pleased God to begin a work of grace in my heart.
Now the scriptural way of reasoning would have been:
God'himself has consented to be an author, and I am igno-
rant about that precious book, which his Holy Spirit has
caused to be written through the instrumentality of his
servamts, and it contains that which I ought to know, the
knowledge of which will lead me to true happiness ; there-
fore I ought to read again and again this most precious
book of books, most earnestly, most prayerfully, and with
much meditation ; and in this practice I ought to continue
all the days of my life. But instead of acting thus, my
difficulty in understanding it, and the little enjoyment I
had in it, made me careless of reading it; and thus, like
many believers, I practically preferred, for the first fou-
years of my divine life, the works of uninspired men to
the oracles of the living God. The consequence was, that
I remained a babe, both in knowledge and grace.

[
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The last and most important means of grace, prayer,
was comparatively but little used by me. I prayed, and
prayed often, and in general, by the grace of God, with
sincerity ; but had I prayed as earnestly as I have of late
years, I should have made much more rapid progress.
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QY( N August, 1827, I heard that the Continental Society
in England intended to send a minister to Bucha-~
rest, the residence of many nominal German Chris-
tians, to help an aged brother in the work of the

Lord. After consideration and prayer, I offered myself for
this work to Professor Tholuck, who was requested to look
out for a suitable individual ; for with all my weakness I
had a great desire to live wholly for God. Most unexpect-
edly my father gave his consent, though Bucharest was
above a thousand miles from my home, and as completely
a missionary station as any other. I now prepared with
earnestness for the work of the Lord. I set before me the
sufferings which might await me. And he who once so
fully served Satan was now willing, constrained by the love
of Christ, rather to suffer affliction for the sake of Jesus
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. I also
prayed with a degree of earnestness concerning my future
work. ~

One day, at the end of October, the above-mentioned

brother, Hermann Ball, missionary to the Jews, stated that
he feared, on account of his health, he should be obliged
to give up laboring among the Jews. When I heard this,
T felt a peculiar desire to fill up his place. About this very

time, also, I became exceedingly fond of the Hebrew lan-
63
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guage, which I had cared about very little up to that time,
and which I had merely studied now and then, from a sense
of duty. But now I studied it, for many weeks, with the
greatest eagerness and delight. Whilst I thus from time
to time felt a desire to fill up Brother Ball’s place, and
whilst I thus greatly delighted in the study of Hebrew, 1
called, in the evening *of November 17, on Dr. Tholuck.
In the course of conversation he asked me whether I had
ever had a desire to be a missionary to the Jews, as I
might be connected with the London Missionary Society
for promoting Christianity among them, for which he was
an agent. I was struck with the question, and told him
what had passed in my mind, but added that it was not-
proper to think anything about that, as I was going to
Bucharest ; to which he agreed.

When I came home, however, these few words were like
fire within me. The next morning I felt all desire for
going to Bucharest gone, which appeared to me very wrong
and fleshly, and I therefore entreated the Lord to restore
to me the former desire for laboring on that missionary
station. He graciously did so almost immediately. My
earnestness in studying Hebrew, and my peculiar love for
it, however, continued.

About ten days after, Dr. Tholuck received a letter from
the Continental Society, stating that, on account of the
war between the Turks and Russians, it appeared well to
the committee for the time being to give up the thought
of sending a minister to Bucharest, as it was the seat of
war between the two armies. Dr. Tholuck then asked me
again what I now thought about being a missionary to the
Jews. My reply was that I could not then give an answer,
but that I would let him know, after I had prayerfully con-
sidered the matter. After prayer ind consideration, and
consulting with experienced brethren, in order that they
might probe my heart as to my motives, I came to this
conclusion, that I ought to offer myself to the committee,
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leaving it with the Lord to do with me afterwards a8 it
might seem good in his sight. Accordingly, Dr. Tholuck
arote, about the beginning of December, 1827, to the com-
mittee in London.

It was not before March, 1828, that he received an
answer from London respecting me, in which the commit-
tee put a number of questions to me, on the satisfactory
answers to which my being received by them would depend.
Afver replying to this first communication, I waited daily
for an answer, and was 80 much the more desirous of hav-
ing it, a8 my course in the university was completed. At
last, on June 13, I received a letter from London, stating
that the committee had determined to take me as a mis-
sionary student for six months on probation, provided that
I would come to London.

‘I had now had the matter before me about seven months,
having supposed not only that it would have been settled
:n a few weeks, but also, that, if I were accepted, I should
be sent out immediately, as I had passed the university.
Instead of this, not only seven months passed over before
the decision came, but I was also expected to come to
London; and not only so, but though I had from my
infancy been more or less studying, and now at last wished
.actively to be engaged, it was required that I should again
become ' a student. For a few moments, therefore, I was

- greatly disappointed and tried. But on ealmly considering
the matter, it appeared to me but right that the committee
should know me personally, and that it was also well for
me to know them more intimately than merely by corre-
spondence, as this afterwards would make our connection
much more comfortable. I determined, therefore, after I
had seen my father, and found no difficulty on his part, to
go to London.

There was, however, an obstacle in the way of my leav-
ing the country. Every Prussian male subject is under the
necessity of being for three years a soldier, provided hia
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state of body allows it; but those who have had a classical
education up to a certain degree, and especially those who
have passed the university, need to be only one year in
the army, but have to equip and maintain themselves dur-
ing that year. I could not obtain a passport out of the
country till I had either served my time or had been
exempted by the king himself. The latter I hoped would
be the case; for it was a well-known fact that those who
had given themselves to missionary service had always been
exempted. Certain brethren of influence, living in the
capital, to whom I wrote on the subjest, wrote to the king ;
but he replied that the matter must be referred to the
ministry and to the law, and no exception was made in my
favor, :

My chief concern now was how I might obtain a pass-
port for England, through exemption from military duty.
But the more certain brethren tried, though they knew how
to set about the matter, and were also persons of rank, the
greater difficulty there appeared to be in obtaining my
object ; so that in the middle of January, 1829, it seemed
as if I must immediately become a soldier. There was
now but one more way untried, and it was at last resorted
to. A believing major, who was on good terms with one
of the chief generals, proposed that I should actually offer.
myself for entering the army, and that then I should be
examined as to my bodily qualifications, in the hope that,
as I was still in a very weak state of body, I should be
found unfit for military service. In that case it would
belong to the chief genersl finally to settle the matter;
who, being a godly man himself, on the major’s recom-
mendation, would, no doubt, hasten the decision, on
account of my desire to be a missionary to the Jews.

Thus far the Lord had allowed things to go, to show me,
it appears, that all my friends eould not procure me a pass-
port till his time was come. But now it was come. The
King of kings had intended that I should go to England,
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because he would bless me there and make me a blessing,
theugh I was at that time, and am still, most unworthy of
it; and, therefore, though the king of Prussia had not been
p.eased to make an exemption in my favor, yet now all was
made plain, and that at a time when hope had almost been
given up, and when the last means had been resorted to

I was examined, and was declared to be unfit for military
service. With a medical certificate to this effect, and a
letter of recommendation from the major, I went to this
chief general, who received me very kindly, and who him-
self wrete instantaneously to a second military physician,,
likewise to examine me at once. This was done, and it was
by him confirmed that I was unfit. Now, the chief general
himself, as his adjutants happened to be absent, in order to
hasten the matter, wrote, with his own hands, the papers
which were needed, and I got a complete dismissal, and that
for life, from all military engagements.

On February 5 I arrived at my father’s house; it was
the place where I had lived as a boy, and the scene of many
of my sins, my father having now returned to it after his
retirement from office. There were but three persons in
the whole town with whom my soul had any fellowship,
One of them was earning his daily bread by thrashing corn
As a boyI had in-my heart laughed at him. Now I sought
him out, having been informed that he was a brother, to
acknowledge him as such, by having fellowship with him,
and attending a meeting in his house on the Lord’s-day
evening. My soul was refreshed, and his also. Such a
spiritual feast as meeting with a brother was a rare thing
%6 him.

I left my father’s house on February 10, and about
February 22 arrived at Rotterdamn. My going %o England
by the way of Rotterdam was not the usual way; but,
_consulting with a brother in Berlin, who had been twice in
England, I was told that this was the cheapest route. My
asking this brother, to be profited by his experience,
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would have been quite right, had I, besides this, like Ezra,
sought of the Lord the right way.! But I sought unto
men only, and not at all unto the Lord, in this matter.
When I came to Rotterdam, I found that no vessels went
at that time from that port to London, on account of the
ice having just broken up in the river. Thus I had to
wait nearly a month at Rotterdam, and needed much more
time than I should have required to go by way of Ilam.
burg, and also much more money:.

On March 19, 1829, 1 landed in London. Soon after
my arrival, I heard one of the brethren speak of Mr.
Groves, a dentist, who, for the Lord’s sake, had given up
his profession, which brought him at least £1 ,500? a year,
and who intended to go as a missionary to Persia, with his
wife and children, simply trusting in the Lord for temporal
supplies. This made such an impression on me, and
delighted me so, that I not only marked it down in my
journal, but also wrote about it to my German friends.

I came to England weak in body, and, in consequence of
much study, as I suppose, I was taken ill on May 15, and
was soon, at least in my own estimation, apparently beyond
recovery. The weaker I became in body, the happier I
was in spirit. Never in my whole life had I seen myself so
vile, so guilty, so altogether what I ought not to have been,
as at this time. It was as if every sin of which I had been
guilty was brought to my remembrance ; but at the same
time I could realize that all my sins were completely for-
given,—that I was washed and made clean, completely
clean, in the blood of Jesus. - The result of this was great,
peace. I longed exceedingly to depart and be with Christ.

1 Then I proclaimed a fast, to seek of God a right way for us, and for our little
ones, and for all our substance. — Ezra vii. 21.

2To avoid the necessity ot reducing the sums named to federal money, it may be
stated that a pound (£) is equal to about $4.83, a sovereign to the same, a shilling
(s.) to about 28 cts. and a penny (d.) to 2 cts. For counveni of putation,
when exactness is not required, we may call the pound $5.00, and the shilling 25
ets, — ED.
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When my medical attendant came to see me, ray prayer
was something like this: ¢ Lord, thou knowest that he
does not know what is for my real welfare, ‘herefore do
thou direct him.” When I took my medicine, my hearty
prayer each time was something like this: ¢ Lord, thou
knowest that this medicine is in itself mothing, no more
than as if I were to take a little water. Now please, O .
Lord, to let it produce the effect which is for my real wel-
fare, and for thy glory. Let me either be taken soon to
thyself, or let me be soon restored; let me be ill for a
longer time, and then taken to thyself, or let me be ill
for a longer time, and then restored. O Lord, do with me
as seemeth thee best ! ”

After I had been ill about a fortnight, my medical attend-
ant unexpectedly pronounced me better. As I recovered
but slowly, my friends entreated me to go into the conntry
‘or change of air. I thought that it might be the will of
God that I should do so, and I prayed therefore thus to
the Lord : ¢ Lord, I will gladly submit myself to thy will,
and go, if thoun wilt have me to go. And now let ine know
thy will by the answer of my medical attendant. If, in
reply to my question, he says it would be very good for
me, I will go; but if he says it is of no great importance,
then I will stay.” When I asked him, he said that it was
the best thing I could do. I was then enabled willingly to
* submit, and accordingly went to Teignmouth.

A few days after my arrival at Teignmouth, the chapel,
called Ebenezer, was reopened, and I attended the opening.
[ was much impressed by one of those who preached on
the occasion. For though I did not like all he said, yet
I saw a gravity and solemnity in him different from the
rest. After he had preached, I had a great desire to know
more of him; and, being invited by two brethren of Ex-.
mouth, in whose house he was staying, to spend some time
with them, I had an opportunity of living ter days with
him under the same roof. It was at this time that God
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began to show me that his word alone is our standard of
judgment in spiritual things; that it can be explained only
by the Holy Spirit; and that in our day, as well as in
former times, he is the teacher of his people. The office
of the Holy Spirit I had not experimentally understood
before that time. Indeed, of the office of each of the
blessed persons, in what is commonly called the Trinity, I
had no experimental apprehension. I had not before seen
from the Scriptures that the Father chose us before the
foundation of the world; that in him that wonderful plan
of our redemption originated, and that he also appointed
all the means by which it was to be brought about. Fur
ther, that the Son, to save us, had fulfilled the law, to sat-
isfy its demands, and with it also the holiness of God;
that he had borne the punishment due to our sins, and had
thus satisfied the justice of God. And, further, that the
Holy Spirit alone can teach us about our state by nature,
show us the need of a Saviour, enable 41s to believe in
Christ, explain to us the Scriptures, help us in preaching,
etc. It was my beginning to understard this latter point
in particular, which had a great effect on me; for the Lord
enabled me to put it to the test of experience, by laying
aside commentaries, and almost every other book, and
simply reading the word of God and studying it. The
result of this was, thatl the first evening that I shut myself
into my room, to give myself to prayer and meditation -
over the Scriptures, I learned more in a few hours than I
had done during a period of several months previously.
But the particular difference was, that I received real strength
Jor my soul in doing so. I now began to try by the test
of the Scriptures the things which I had learned and seen,
and found that only those principles which stood the test
were really of value.

My stay in Devonshire was most profitable to my soul.
My prayer had been, before I left London, that the Lord
would be pleased to bless my journey to the benefit of my




1829. SELF~DEDICATION. 71

body and soul. In the beginning of September I returned
to Londony much better in body; and as to my soul, the
change was so great that it was like a second conversion.
After my return to London, I sought to benefit my brethren
in the seminary, and the means which I used were these: I
proposed to them to meet together every morning from six
to cight for prayer and reading the Scriptures; and that
then each of us should give out what he might consider
the Lord had showr him to be the meaning of the portion
read. One brother in particular was brought into the same
state as myself; and others, I trust, were more or less
benefited. Several times, whén I went to my room after
family prayer in the evening, I found communion with God
so sweet that I continued in prayer till after twelve, and
then, being full of joy, went into the room of the brother
just referred to; and finding him also in a similar frame
of heart, we continued praying until one or two; and even
then I was a few times so full of joy that I could scarcely
sleep, and at six in the morning again called the brethren
together for prayer.

After I had been for about ten days in London, and had
been confined to the house on account of my studies, my
health began again to decline; and I saw that it would not
be well, my poor body being only like a wreck or brand
brought out of the devil’s service, to spend my little re-
maining strength in study, but that I now ought to set
about actual engagement in the Lord’s work. I wrote to
the committee of the Society, requesting them to send me
out at once ; and, that they might do so more comfortably,
to send me as a fellow-laborer with an experienced brother.
However, I received no answer.

After having waited about five or six weeks, in the
mean time seeking, in one way or other, to labor for the
Lord, it struck me that, considering myself called by the
Lord to preach the gospel, I ought to begin at once to
'abor among the Jews in London. whether I had the title
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of missionary or not. Inconsequence of this, I distributed
tracts among the Jews, with my name and residence writ-
ten on them, thus inviting them to conversation about the
things of God; preached to them in those places where
they most numerously collect together ; read the Scriptures
regularly with about fifty Jewish boys; and became a
teacher in a Sunday school. In this work I had much en-
joyment, and the honor of being reproached and ill-treated
for the name of Jesus. DBut the Lord gave me grace, never
to be kept from the work by any danger, or the prospect
of any suffering.

Mr. Miiller was led, toward the close of 1829, to doubt
the propriety of continuing under the patronage of the
London Society. It seemed to him unscriptural for a ser-
vant of Christ to put himself under the control and direc-
tion of any one but the Lord. A correspondence with the
Soc.iety, evincing on his part, and on their part, entire
kindness and love, resulted in a dissolution of his relation
to them. He was left free to preach the gospel wherever
Providence might open the way. A

\

On December 30, I went to Exmouth, where I intended
to spend a fortnight in the house of some Christian friends.
I arrived 2t Exmouth on December 81, at six in the even-
ing, an hour before the commencement of a prayer-meet-
ing at Ebenezer Chapel. My heart was burning with a
desire to tell of the Lord’s goodness to my soul. Being,
however, not called on, either to speak or pray, I was
silent. The next morning, I spoke on the ditference
between being a Christian and a happy Christian, and
showed whence it generally comes that we rejoice so little
in the Lord. This, my first testimony, was blessed to
many believers, that God, as it appears, might show me
that he was with me. At the request of several believers,
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I spoke again in the afternoon, and also proposed a meet-
ing in the chapel every morning at ten, to expound the
Epistle to the Romans. The second day after my arrival,
a brother said to me, ¢“I have been praying for this month
past that the Lord would do something for Lympstone, a
large parish where there is little spiritual light. Thereis a
Wesleyan chapel, and I doubt not you would be allowed to
preach there.” Being ready to speak of Jesus whenever
the Lord might open a door, yet so that I could be faithful
to the truths which he had been pleased to teach me, I
went, and easily obtained liberty to preach twice on the
next day, being the Lord’s day.
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FTER I had preached about three weeks at
Exmouth and its neighborhood, I went to Teign-
mouth, with the intention of staying there ten
days, to preach the word among the brethren with

whom I had become acquainted during the previous sum-
mer, and to tell them of the Lord’s goodness to me. In
the evening, Monday, I preached for Brother Craik, at
Shaldon, in the presence of three ministers, none of whom
liked the sermon ; yet it pleased God, through it, to bring
to the knowledge of his dear Son a young woman. How
differently does the Lord judge from man! Here was a
particular opportunity for the Lord to get glory to himself.
A foreigner was the preacher, with great natural obstacles
in the way, for he was not able to speak English with
fluency ; but he had a desire to serve God, and was by this
time also brought into such a state of heart as to desire
that God alone should have the glory, if any good were
done through his instrumentality.

*On Tuesday evening, I preached at Ebenezer Chapel,
Teignmouth, the same chapel at the opening of which I
became acquainted with the brother whom the Lord had
afterwards used as an instrument of benefiting me so
much.

74
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During the week ensuing, Mr. M. preached almost daily
at the same place, a blessing attending his labors.

By this time, the request that I might stay at Teign-
mouth, and be the minister of the above chapel, had been
repeatedly expressed by an increasing number of the breth-
ren; but others were decidedly against my remaining
there. This opposition was instrumental in settling it in
my mind that I should stay for a while, at least until I was
formally rejected.

I preached again three times on the Lord’s day, none
saying we wish you not to preach, though many of the
hearers did not hear with enjoyment. Some of them left,
and never returned; some left;-but returned after a while.
Others came to the chapel who had not been in the habit
of attending there previous to my coming. There was a
great stir, a spirit of inquiry, and a searching of the Scrip-
tures, whether these things were so. And, what is more
than all, God set his seal upon the work, in converting sin-
ners. Twelve weeks I stood in this same position, whilst
the Lord graciously supplied my temporal wants, through
two brethren, unasked for. After this time, the whole
little church, eighteen in number, unanimously gave me an
invitation to become their pastor. They offered to supply
my temporal wants by giving me fifty-five pounds a year,
which sum was afterwards somewhat increased, on account
of the increase of the church.

That which I now considered the best mode of prepara-
tion for the public ministry of the word, no longer adopted
from necessity, on account of want of time, but from deer
conviction, and from the experience of God’s blessing upon
it, both as it regards my own enjoyment, the benefit of the
saints, and the conversion of sinners, is as follows: First,
I do not presume to know myself what is best for the hear-
ers, and I therefore ask the Lord, in the first place, that he
would graciousl;” be pleased to teach me on what subject I
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shall speak, or what portion of his word I shall expound.
Now, sometimes it happens that, previous to my asking
him, & subject or passage has been in my mind, on which
it has appeared well for me to speak. In that case, I ask
the Lord whether I should speak on this subjector passage.
If, after prayer, I feel persuaded that I should, I fix upon
it, yet so that I would desire to leave myself open to the
Lord to change it if he please. Freqnently, however, it
occurs that I have no text or subject in my mind, before I
give myself to prayer for the sake of ascertaining the
Lord’s will concerning it. In this case, I wait some time
on my knees for an answer, trying to listen to the voice of
the Spirit to direct me. If, then, a passage or subject,
whilst I am on my knees, or after I have finished praying
for a text, is brought to my mind, I again ask the Lord, .
and that sometimes repeatedly, especially if, humanly
speaking, the subject or text should be a peculiar one,
whether it be his will that I should speak on such a subject
or passage. If, after prayer, my mind is peaceful about it,
I take this to be the text, but still desire to leave myself
open to the Lord for direction, should he please to alter it,
or should I have been mistaken. Frequently, also, in the
third place, it happens that I not only have no text nor
éubjcct on my mind previous to my praying for guidsece
1 t&’s matter, but also I do not obtain one after once, or
twice, or more times praying about it. I used formerly at
times to be much perplexed when this was the case, but,
for more than twenty years, it has pleased the Lord, in gen-
eral at least, to keep me in peace about it. What I do is,
w go on with my regular reading of the Scriptures, where
{ left off the last time, praying (whilst I read) for a text,
aow and then also laying aside my Bible for prayer, till I
get one. Thus it has happened that I have had to read
dve, ten, yea, twenty chapters, before it has pleased the
Lord to give me a text; yea, many times I have even had
to go to the place of meeting without one, and obtained it,
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perhaps, ouly a few minutes before I was going to speak;
but I have never lacked the Lord’s assistance at the time
of preaching, provided I had earnestly sought it in private.
The preacher cannot know the particular state of the vari-
ous individuals who compose the congregation, nor what
they require, but the Lord knows it; and if the preacher
renovnces his own wisdom, he will be assisted by the
Lord ; but if he will choose in his own wisdom, then let
him not be surprised if he should see little benefit result
from his labors.

Before I leave this part of the subject, I would just
observe one temptation concerning the choice of a text.
We may see a subject to be so very full that it may strike
us it would do for some other occasion. For instance,
sometimes a text brought to one’s mind for a week-evening
meeting may appear more suitable for the Lord’s day,
because .then there would be a greater number of hearers
present. Now, in the first place, we do not know whether
the Lord ever will allow us to preach on another Lord’s
day ; and, in the second place, we know not whether that
very subject may not be especially suitable for some or
many individuais present just that weck-evening. ThusIwas
once tempted, after I had been a short time at Teignmouth,
to reserve a suhject which had been just opened to me for
the next Lord’s day. But being able, by the grace of God,
to overcome the temptation by the above reasons, and
preaching about it at once, it pleased the Lord to bless it
to the conversion of a sinner, and that too an individual
who meant to come but that once more to the chapel, and
to whose case the subject was most remarkably suited.

2. Now, when the text has been obtained in the above
way, whether it be one, or two, or more verses, or a whole
chapter or more, I ask the Lord that he would graciously
be pleased to teach me by his Ioly Spirit whilst meditat
ing over it. Within the last twenty-five years, I have

found it the most profitable plan to meditate with my pen
e . ’
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in my hand, writing down the outlines as the word is
opened to me. This I do, not for the sake of committing
them to memory, nor as if I meant to say nothing else, but
for the sake of clearness, as being a help to see how far I
understand the passage. I also find it useful afterwards to
refer to what I have thus written. I very seldom use any
other help besides the little I understand of the original of
the Scriptures, and some good translations in other lan-
guages. My chief help is prayer. I have NEVER in my
life begun to study one single part of divine truth without
gaining some light about it when I have been able realiy to
give myself to prayer and meditation over it. But that 1
have often found a difficult matter, partly on account
of the weakness of the flesh, and partly, also, on account
of bodily infirmities and multiplicity of engagements.
This I most firmly believe, that no one ought to expect to
see much good resulting from his labors in word and doc-
trine, if he is not much given to prayer and meditation.

3. Having prayed and meditated on the subject or text,
I desire to leave myself entirely in the hands of the Lord.
I ask him to bring to my mind what I have seen in my
closet concerning the subject I am going to speak on.
which he generally most kindly does, and often teaches me
much additionally whilst I am preaching.

In connection with the above, I must, however, state
that it appears to me there ‘is a preparation for the public
ministry of the word which is even more excellent than the
one spoken of. It is this; to live in such constant and real
communion with the Lord, and to be so kabitually and fre-
quently in meditation over the truth, that without the above
effort, so tq speak, we have obtained food for others, and
know the mind of the Lord as to the subject or the portion
of the word on which we should speak.

That which I have found most beneficial in my experi-
ence for the last twenty-six years in the public ministry of
the word, is expounding the Scriptures, and especislly the
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going now and then through a whole gospel or epistle.
This may be done in a twofold way, either by entering
minutely into the bearing of every point occurring in the
portion, or by giving the general outlines, and thus leading:
the hearers to see the meaning and connection of the
whole. The benefits which I have seen resulting from
expounding the Scriptures, are these: 1. The hearers are
thus, with God’s blessing, led to the Scriptures. They find,
as it were, a practical use of them in the public meetings.
This induces them to bring their Bibles, and I have
observed that those who at first did not bring them, have
afterwards been induced to do so ; so that, in a short time,
few (of the believers at least) were in the habit of coming
without them. This is no small matter;- for everything
which in our day will lead believers to value the.Scriptures
is of importance. 2. The expounding of the Scriptures is
-in general more beneficial to the hearery than if, on a single
verse, or half a verse, or two or three words of a verse,
some remarks are made, so that the portion of Scripture is
scarcely anything but a motto for the subject ; for few have
grace to meditate much over the word, and thus exposition
may not merely be the means of opening to them the Scrip-
tures, but may also create in them a desire to meditate for
themselves. 3. The expounding of the Scriptures leaves
to the hearers a connecting link, so that the reading over
again the portion of the word which has been expounded
brings to their remembrance what has been said, and thus,
with God’s blessing, leaves a more lasting impression on
their minds. This is particularly of importance as %
regards the illiterate, who sometimes have neither mucl
strength of memory nor capacity of comprehension. 4.
The expounding of large portions of the word, as the whole
of a gospel or an epistle, besides leading the hearer to see
the connection of the whole, has also this particular benefit
for the teacher, that it leads him, with God’s blessing, to
the consideration of portions of the word which otherwise
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he might not have considered, and keeps him from speak-
ing too much on favorite subjects, and leaning too much to
particular parts of truth, which tendency must surely
sooner or later injure both himself and his hearers.
Expounding the word of God brings little honor to the
preacher from the unenlightened or careless hearer, but it
tends much to the benefit of the hearers in general.

Simplicity in expression, whilst the truth is set forth, is,
in connection with what has’ been said, of the utmost
importance. It should be the aim of the teacher to speak
so that children, servants, and people who cannot read may
be able to understand him, so far as the natural mind can
comprehend the things of God. It ought also to be
remembered that there is, perhaps, not a single congrega-
tion in which there are not persons of the above classes
present, and that if they can understand, the well-educated
or literary persons will understand likewise; but the
reverse does not hold good. It ought further to be remem-
bered that the expounder of the truth of God speaks for
God, for eternity, and that it is not in the least likely that
he will benefit the hearers, except he use plainness of
speech, which nevertheless needs not to be vulgar or rude.
It should also be considered that if the preacher strive to
speak according to the rules of this world, he may please
many, particularly those who have a literary taste ; but, in
the same proportion, he is less likely to become an instru-
ment in the hands of God for the conversion of sinners, or
for the building-up of the saints. For neither eloquence
nor depth of thought makes the truly great preacher, but
such a life of prayer and meditation and spirituality as may
render him a vessel meet for the Master’s use, and fit to be
employed both in the conversion of sinners and in the
edification of the saints. '

Becoming convinced, after a prayerful examination of
the Scriptures, that baptism should be administered only by
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immersion, Mr. Miiller was then baptized in the spring of
1830.

It was so usual for me to preach with particular assists
- ance, especially during the first months of this year, that
once, when it was otherwise, it was much noticed by myself
and others. The circumstance was this. One day, before
preaching at Teignmouth, I had more time than usual, and
therefore prayed and meditated about six hours in prepara-
tion for the evening meeting, and I thought I saw many
precious truths in the passage on which I had meditated.
It was the first part of the first chapter of the epistle to
the Ephesians. After I had spoken a little time, I felt that
[ spoke in my own strength, and I, being a foreigner, felt
particularly the want of words, which had not been the
case before. I told the brethren that I felt 1 was left to
myself, and asked their prayers. ~But after having contin-
ued a little longer, and fecling the same as before, I closed,
and proposed that we should have a meeting for prayer, that
the Lord still might be pleased to help me. We did so, and
{ was particularly assisted the next time.

On October 7, 1830, I was united by marriage to Miss
Mary Groves, sister of the brother whose name has already
been mentioned. This step was taken after prayer and
deliberation, from a full conviction that it was better for me
to be marri¢d ; and I have never regretted since either the
step itself or the choice, but desire to be truly grateful to
God for having given me such a wife.

About this time, I began to have conscientious objections
against any longer receiving a stated salary. DMy reasons
against it were these: —

1. The salary was made up by pew-rents; but pew-rents
are, according to James ii. 1-6, against the mind of the
Lord, as, in general, the poor brother cannot have so good
a seat as the rich. 2. A brother may gladly do something
towards my support if left to his own time; but, when the
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quarter is up, he has perhaps other expenses, and I do not
know whether he pays his money grudgingly, and of neces-
sity, or cheerfully ; but God loveth a cheerful giver. Nay,
I Inew it to be a fact that sometimes it had not been con-
venient to individuals to pay the money when it had been
asked for by the brethren who collected it. 8, Though the
Lord had been pleased to give me grace to be faithful, so
that I had been enabled not to keep back the truth when
he had shown it to me; still, I felt that the pew-rents were
a snare to the servant of Christ. It was a temptation to
me, at least for a few minutes, at the time when the Lord
had stirred me up to pray and search the word respecting
the ordinance of baptism, because thirty pounds of my sal-
ary was at stake if I should be baptized.

For these reasons, I stated to the brethren, at the end of
October, 1830, that I should for the future give up having
any regular salary. After I had given my reasons for
doing so, I read Philippians iv., and told the saints that if
they stillhad a desire to do something towards my support, by
voluntary gifts, I had no objection to receive them, though
ever so small, either in money or provisions. A few days
after, it appeared to me that there was a better way still ;
for, if I received personally every single gift offered in
money, both my own time and that of the donors would be
much taken up; and in this way, also, the poor might,
through temptation, be kept from offering their pence, a
privilege of which they ought not to be deprived ; and some
also might in this way give more than if it were not known
who was the giver, so that it would still be doubtful whether
- the gift were given grudgingly or cheerfully. For these rea-
sons especially, there was a box put up in the chapel, over
whieh was written that whoever had a desire to do something
towards my support might put his offering into the box.

At the same time, it appeared to me right that hence-
forth I should ask ro man, not even my beloved brethren
and sisters, to help me, as I had done a few times, accord-
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Ing to their own request, as my expenses, on account of
travelling much in the Lord’s service, were too great to be
met by my usual income. For, unconsciously, I had thus
again been led, in some measure, to trust in an arm of
flesh, going to man instead of going to the Lord at once
To come to this conclusion before God required more grace
than to give up my salary.

-About the same time, also, my wife and I had grace
given to us to take the Lord’s commandment, ¢ Sell that ye
have, and give alms,” Luke xii. 33, literally, and to carry
it out. Our staff and support in this matter were Matthew
vi. 19-34, John xiv. 13, 14. We leaned on the arm of the
Lord Jesus. It is now twenty-five years since we sét out
in this way, and we do not in the least regret the step we then
took. As I have written down how the Lord has been
pleased to deal with us since, I shall be able to rclste some
facts concerning this matter, as far as they may tend to
edification.

Nov. 18,.1830. Our money was reduced to abcut eight
shillings. When I was praying with my wife in the morn-
ing, the Lord brought to my mind the state of our purse,
and I was led to ask him for some money. Ab-ut four
hours after, a sister said to me, “Do you want any
money?” ¢TI told the brethren,” said I, ¢dear sister,
when I gave. up my salary, that I'would for the future tell
the Lord only about my wants.” She replied, ¢ But he has
told me to give you some money. "About a fortnight ago,
I asked him what I should do for him, and he told me to
give you some money; and last Saturday it came again
powerfully to my mind, and has not left me since, and I
felt it so forcibly last night that I could not help spraking
of it to brother P.” My heart rcjoiced, seceing the Lord’s
faithfulness, but I thought it better not to tell her about our
circumstances, lest she should be influenced to give accord
mngly ; and I also was assured that, if it were of the Lord,
she could not but give. I therefore turned the corverss
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tion to other subjects, but when I left she gave me two
guineas. We were full of joy on account of the goodness
of the Lord. I would call upon the reader to admire the
gentleness of the Lord, that he did not try our faith much
at the commencement, but allowed us to see his willing-
ness to help us, before he was pleased to try it more
fully.

The next Wednesday I went to Exmouth, our money
having then again been reduced to about nine shillings. I
asked the Lord on Thursday, when at Exmouth, to be
pleased to give me some money. On Friday morning,
about eight o’clock, whilst in prayer, I was particularly led
to ask again for money ; and before I rose from my knees
I had the fullest assurance that we should have the answer
that very day. About nine o’clock I left the brother with
whom I was staying, and he gave me half a sovereign, say-
ing, ¢ Take this for the expenses connected with your com-
ing to us.” I did not expect to have my expenses paid, but
I saw the Lord’s fatherly hand in sending me this money
within one hour after my asking him for some. But even
then I was so fully assured that the Lord would send more
that very day, or had done so already, that, when I came
home about twelve o’clock, I asked my wife whether she had
received any letters. She told me she had received one the
day before from a brother'in Exeter, with three sovereigns.
Thus even my prayer on the preceding day had been an-
swered. The next day one of the brethren came and
brought me four pounds, which was due to me of my former
salary, but which I could never have expected, as I did not
even know that this sum was due to me. Thus I received
within thirty hours, in answer to prayer, seven pounds ten
shillings. ’

About Christmas, when our money was reduced to a few
shillings, I asked the Lord for more; when, a few hours
after, there was given to us a sovereign by a brother from
Axminster. This brother had heard much against me, and
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was at last determined to hear for himself, and thus came to
Teignmonth, a distance of forty miles; and having heard
sbout our manner of living, gave us this money.

With this closes the year 1830. Throughout it the Lord
richly supplied all my temporal wants, though at the com-
mencement of it I had no certain human prospect for one
single shilling : so that, even as it regards temporal things,
I'had not been in the smallest degree a loser in acting ac-
cording to the dictates of my conscience; and as it regards
spiritual things, the Lord had dealt bountifully with me, and
had condescended to use me as an instrumeat in doing his
work.

On the 6th, 7th, and 8th of Jan. 1831, I had repeatedly
asked the Lord for money, but received none. On the
evening of January 8, I left my room for a few minutes,
and was then tempted to distrust the Lord, though he had
. been so gracious to us in that he not only up to that day
had supplied all our wants, but had given us also those
answers of prayer which have been in part just mentioned.
I was so sinful, for about five minutes, as to think it would
be of no use to trust in the Lord in this way. I also
began to say to myself, that I had perhaps gone too far in
living in this way. But, thanks to the Lord! this trial
lasted but a few minutes. He enabled me again to trust
in him, and Satan was immediately confounded ; for when
I returned to my room the Lord had sent deliverance. A
sister in the Lord had brought us two pounds four shil-
lings: so the Lord triumphed, and our faith was
strengthened.

Jan. 10. To-day, when we had again but a few shillings,
five pounds were given to us, which had been taken out of
the box. 1 had, once for ali, told the brethren who had the
care of these temporal things, to have the kindness to let
me have the money every week; but as these beloved
brethren either forgot to take it out weekly, or were ashamed

to bring it in such small sums, it was generally taken out
8
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every three, four, or five weeks. As I had stated to them,
however, from the commencement, that I desired to look

neither to man nor the box, but to the living God, I thought -

it not right on my part to remind them of my request to
have the money weekly, lest it should hinder the testimony
which I wished to give, of trusting in the living God alone
It was on this account that on January 28, when we had
again but little money, though I had seen the brethren, on
January 24, open the box and take out the money, I would
not ask the brother, in whose hands it was, to let me have
it; but standing in need of it, as our coals were almost
gone, I asked the Lord to incline his heart to bring it ; and
but a little time afterwards it was given to us, even one
pound eight shillings and sixpence.

I would here mention, that, since the time I began living
in this way, I have been kept from speaking, either directly
or indirectly, about my wants, at the time I was in need.
The only exception is, that in a few instances, twenty years
or more since, I have, at such times, spoken to wvery poor
brethren in the way of encouraging them to trust in the
Lord, telling them that I had to do the same, being myself
in similar straits; or, in a few instances, where it was
needful to speak about my own want, lest I should appear
unfeeling, in that I did not help at all, in cases of distress
or not as much as might have been expected.

On February 14, we had again very little money, and,
whilst praying, I was led to ask the Lord graciously to sup-
ply our wants; and the instant that I got up from my knees
‘a hrother gave me one pound, which had been taken out of
the box.

On March 7, I was again tempted to disbelieve the faithe
fulness of the Lord, and though I was not miserable, still,
I was not so fully resting upon the Lord that I could tri-
umph with joy. It was but one hour after, when the Lord
- gave me another proof of his faithful love. A Christian
lady brought five sovereigns for us, with these words written
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in the paper: ¢ I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat;
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink,” etc.

April 16. This morning I found that our money was
reduced to three shillings; and I said to myself, I must
now go and ask the Lord earnestly for fresh supplies. But
bhefore I had prayed, there was sent from Exeter, two
pounds, as a proof that the Lord hears before we call.

I would observe here, by the way, that if any of the
children of God should think that such a mode of living
leads away from the Lord, and from caring about spiritual
things, and has the effect of causing the mind to be taken
up with the question, What shall I eat? — What shall 1
drink ? — and Wherewithal shall I be clothed? —I would
request him prayerfully to consider the following remarks:
1. I have had experience of both ways, and know that my
present mode of living, as to temporal things, is connected
with less care. 2. Confidence in the Lord, to whom alone 1
look for the supply of my temporal wants, keeps me, when
a case of distress comes before me, or when the Lord’s
work calls for my pecuniary aid, from anxious reckoning
like this: Will my salary last out? Shall I have enough
myself the next month? etc. In this my freedom, I am,
by the grace of God, generally, at least, able to say to
myself something like this: My Lord is not limited; he
can again supply ; he knows that this present case has been
sent to me: and thus, this way of living, so far from
leading to anxiety, is rather the means of keeping from it.
And truly it was once said to me by an individual, — You
can do such and such things and need not to lay by, for the
church in the whole of Devonshire cares about your wants
My reply was: The Lord can use not merely any of the
saints throughout Devonshire, but those throughout the
world, as instruments to supply my temporal wants. 3.
This way of living has often been the means of reviving
the work of grace in my heart, when I have been getting
cold ; and it also has been the means of bringing me back
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again 1) the Lord, after I have been backsliding. For it
will not do, — it is not possible to live in sin, and at the
same time, by communion with God, to draw down from
heaven everything one needs for the life that now is. 4.
Frequently, too, a fresh answer to prayer, obtained in this
way, has been the means of quickening my soul, and filling
me with much joy. '

May 12. A sister has been staying for some time at
Teignmouth on account of her health; and when she was
about to return home to-day, we saw it the Lord’s will to
invite her to stay with us for some time, as we knew that
she would stay longer if her means allowed it. We were
persuaded that, as we saw it to be the Lord’s will to invite
her, he himself would pay the expenses connected with her
stay. About the time when she came to our house, a parcel
with money was sent from Chumleigh. A few wecks before,
I had preached at Chumleigh and in the neighborhood.
The brethren, knowing about my manner of living, after
my departure collected some money for me, and thus, in
small offerings (one hundred and seven altogether, as I
have been told), two pounds and one penny halfpenny were -
given. Thus the Lord paid for the expenses connected
with our sister’s staying with us.

June 12. Lord’s day. On Thursday last I went with
brother Craik to Torquay, to preach there. -I had only
about three shillings with me, and left my wife with abont
six shillings at home. I asked the Lord repeatedly for
monev ; but when 1 came home my wife had only about
three shillings left, having received nothing. We waited
stillupon the Lord. Yesterday passed away, and no money
csme. We had ninepence left. This morning we were
still waiting upon the Lord, and looking for deliverance.
We had only a little butter left for breakfast, sufficieut for
brother E. and a relative living with us, to whom we did
not mention our circumstances, that they might not be
made uncomfortable. After the morning meeting, brother Y.
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most unexpectedly opened the box, and, in giving me
quite as unexpectedly the money at such a time, he told me

" that he and his wife could not sleep last night, on account
of thinking that we might want money. The most striking
point is, that after I had repeatedly asked the Lord, but
received nothing, I then prayed yesterday that the Lord
would be pleased to impress it on brother Y. that we wanted
money, so that he wmight open the box. There was in it one
pound eight shillings and tenpence halfpenny.

Nov. 16. This morning I proposed united prayer respect-
ing our temporal wants. Just as we were about to pray, a
parcel came from Exmouth. In prayer we asked the Lord
for meat for dinner, having no money to buy any. After
prayer, on opening the parcel, we found, among other
things, a ham, sent by a brother at Exmouth, which served
us for dinner.

Nov. 19. We had not enough to pay our weekly rent;
but the Lord graciously sent us again to-day fourteen
shillings and sixpence. I would just observe, that we
never contract debts, which we believe to be unscriptural
(according to Romans xiii. 8) ; and therefore we have no
bills with our tailor, shoemaker, grocer, butcher, baker, etc. ;
but all we buy we pay for in ready money. The Lord
helping us, we would rather suffer privation than contract
debts. Thus we always know how much we have, and
how much we have a right to give away. I am well aware
that many trials come upon the children of God, on account
of not acting according to Rom. xiii. 8.

Nov. 27. Lord’s day. Our money had been reduced to
two pence halfpenny ; our bread was hardly enough for this
day. I had several times brought our need before the
Lord. After dinner, when I returned thanks, I asked him
tc give us our daily bread, meaning literally that he would
send us bread for the évening. Whilst I was praying,
there was a knock at the door of the room. After T had
concluded, a poor sister came in, and brought us some of



90 THE LIFE OF TRUST. Cmar IV.

her dinner, and from another poor sister five shillings In
the afternoon she also brought us a large loaf. Thus the
Lord not only literally gave us bread but also money.

After we had, on December 31, 1831, looked over the
Lord’s gracious dealings with us during the past year, in
providing for all our temporal wants, we had about ten
shillings left. A little while after, the providence of God
called for that, so that not a single farthing remained.
Thus we closed the old year, in which the Lord had been
80 gracious in giving to us, without our asking any one, —
1. Through the instrumentality of the box, thirty-one
pounds fourteen shillings. 2. From brethren of the church
at Teignmouth, in presents of money, six pounds eighteen
shillings and sixpence. 3. From brethren living at Teign-
mouth and elsewhere, not connected with the church at
Teignmouth, ninety-three pounds six shillings and two-
pence. Altogether, one hundred and thirty-one pounds
eighteen shillings and cightpence. There had been like-
wise many articles of provision and some articles of cloth-
ing given to us, worth at least twenty pounds. I am so
particular in mentioning these things, to show that we
are never losers from acting according to the mind of the
Lord. Fbr had I had my regular salary, humanly speak-
ing, I should not have had.nearly as much: but whether
this would have been the case or not, this is plain, that I
have not served a hard master, and that is what I delight °
to show. .

Jan. 7, 1832. 'We had been again repeatedly asking the
Lord to-day and yesterday to supply our temporal wants,
having no means to pay our weekly rent, and this even-
ing, as late as eleven o’clock, a brother gave us nineteen
shillings and sixpence, — & proof that the Lord is not lim-
ited to time.

Jan. 14. This morning we had nothing but dry bread
with our tea; only the second time since we have been liv-
ing by simple faith upon Jesus for temporal supplies. We
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have more than forty pounds of ready money in the hcuse
for two bills,' which will not be payable for several weeks;
but we do not consider this money to be our own, and
would rather suffer great privation, God helpmg us, than
take of it. We were looking to our Father, and he has
not suffered us to be disappointed. For when now we hsd
but threepence left, and only a small piece of bread, we
received two shillings and five shillings.

" Feb. 18. This afternoon I broke a bloodvessel in my
stomach, and lost a considerable quantity of blood. I was
very happy immediately afterwards. February 19. This
morning, Lord’s day, two brethren called on me, to ask me
what arrangement there should be made to-day, as it
regarded the four villages, where some of the brethren
were in the habit of preaching, as, on account of my not
being able to preach, one of the brethren would need to
stay at home to take my place. I asked them, kindly, to
come again in about an hour, when I would give them an
answer. After they were gone the Lord gave me faith to
rise. I dressed myself, and determined to go to the chapel.
I was enabled to do so, though so weak when I went, that
walking the short distance to the chapel was an exertion
tome. I was enabled to preach this morning with as loud
and strong a voice as usual, and for the usual length of
time. After the morning meeting, a medical friend called
on me, and entreated me not to preach again in the after-
noon, as it might greatly injure me. I told him that I
should indeed consiae. it great presumption to do so had
the Lord not given me faith. I preached again in the after-
noon, and this medical friend called again, and said the
same concerning the evening meeting. Nevertheless, hav-
Ing faith, I preached again in the evening. After each

& One bill I had to meet for a brother, the other was for money which, in the
form of a bill, I had sent to the Continent; but m both cases the moncy was in my

hands before the bills were given.
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“meeting [ became stronger, which was a plain proof that
the hand of God was in the matter.

Feb. 20. The Lord enabled me to rise early in the morn- .
ing, and to go to our usual prayer meeting, where I read,
spoke, and prayed. Afterwards I wrote four letters,
expounded the Scriptures at home, and attended the meet-
ing again in the evening. February 21. I attended the
two meetings as usual, preached in the evening, and did
my other work besides. February 22. To-day I attended
the meeting in the morning, walked afterwards six miles
with two brethren, and rode to Plymouth. February 23.
I am now as well as I was before I broke the bloodvessel.
In relating the particulars of this circumstance, I would
earnestly warn every one who may read this not to imitate
me in such a thing if he has no faith ; but if he has, it will,
as good coin, most assuredly be honored by God. I could
not say that if such a thing should happen again I would
act in the same way ; for when I have been not nearly so
weak as when I had broken the bloodvessel, having no
faith, I did not preach; yet, if it,were to please the Lord
to give me faith, I might be able to do the same, though
even still weaker than at the time just spoken of.

About this time I repeatedly prayed with sick beliegers
till they were restored. Unconditionully I asked the Lord
for the blessing of bodily health (a thing which I could not
do now), and almost always had the petition granted. In
some instances, however, the prayer was not answered.
In the same way, whilst in London, November, 1829, in
answer to my prayers, I was immediately restored from a
odily infirmity, under which I had been laboring for a long
time, and which has never returned since. The way in
which I now account for these facts is as follows. It
pleased the Lord, I think, to give me in such cases some-
thing like the gift (not grace) of faith, so that uncondi-
tionally I could ask and look for an answer. The differ-
ence between the gift and the grace of faith seems to me
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this. According to the gift of fuith, 1 am able to do a thing,
or believe that a thing will come to pass, the not doing of
which, or the not believing of which, would not be sin;
according to the grace of faith, I am able to do a thing, or
believe that a thing will come to pass, respecting which I
have the word of God as the ground to rest upon, and,
therefore, the not doing it, or the not believing it, would be
wn  For instance, the gift of faith would be needed to
believe that a sick person should be restored again, though
there is no human probability, for there is no promise to
that effect; the grace of faith is needed to believe that the
Lord will give me the necessaries of life, if I first seek
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, for there is a
promise to that effect.!

March 18. These two days we have not been able to
purchase meat. The sister in whose house we lodge gave
us to-day part of her dinner. We are still looking to Jesus
for deliverance. We want money to pay the weekly rent
and to buy provisions. March 19. Our landlady sent .
again of her meat for our dinner. We have but a half-
penny left. I feel myself very cold in asking for money ;
still, I hope for deliverance, though I do not see whence
money is to come. We were not able to buy bread to-day
" asusual. March 20. This has been again a day of very
great mercies. In the morning we met round our break-
fast which the Lord had provided for us, though we had
not a single penny left. The last halfpenny was spent for
milk, We were then still looking to Jesus for fresh sup-
plies. We both had no doubt that the Lord would inter-
fere. I felt it a trial that I had but little earnestness in
asking the Lord; and had this not been the case, perhaps
we might have had our wants sooner supplied. We have
about seven pounds in the house; but considering it no
longer our own, the Lord kept us from taking of it, with

1 Matt. vi.
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the view of teplacing what we had taken, as formerly 1
might have done. The meat which was sent yesterday for
our dinner was enough also for to-day. Thus the Lord
had provided another meal. Two sisters called upon us
about noon, who gave us two pounds of sugar, one pound
of coffee, and two cakes of chocolate. Whilst they were
with us,a poor sister came and brought us one shilling
from herself and two shillings and sixpence from another
poor sister. Our landlady also sent us again of her din-
ner, and also a loaf. Our bread would scarcely have been
enough for tea, had the Lord not thus graciously provided.
In the afternoon, the same sister who brought the money
brought us also, from another sister, one pound of buttes
and two shillings, and from another sister five shillings.




CHAPTER V.

MINSTRY AT BRISTOL BEGUN.
1882 — 1855,

‘EERE HAVE WE NO CONTINUING CITY” —CAUTION TO THE CHRISTIAN
YRAVELLER— YEW. TOKENS FOR GOUD—THE WAY MADE CILEAR— MEET-
INGS FOHE INQUIRY —NO RESPEUT OF PERSONS WITH GOD - FRANKE,
¢ BEING DEAD, YET BPEAKETH” —BALY BREAD BUPPLIED —A PECULIAR
PEOPLE.

PRIL 8. T have felt much this day that Teign-

mouth is no longer my place, and that I shall

leave it. I would observe that in August of 1831

-/ 1 began greatly to feel as if my work at Teign-
mout) were done, and that I should go somewhere else. I
was l:d to consider the matter more maturely, and at last
had it scttled in this way, — that it was not likely to be of
God, because, for certain reasons, I should naturally have
liked to leave Teignmouth. Afterwards, I felt quite com-
fortable in remaining there. In the commencement of the
year 1832, I began again much to doubt whether Teign-
mouth was my place, or whether my gift was not much
more that of going about from place to place, seeking to
bring believers back to the Scriptures, than to stay in one
place and to labor .as a pastor. I resolved to try whether
it were not the will of God that I should still give myself
to pastoral work among the brethren at Teignmouth ; and
with more earnestness and faithfulness than ever I was en-
abled to give myself to this work, and was certainly much
refreshed aud blessed in it; and I saw immediately bless-
ings result from 1t. This my experience seemed more

than ever to settle me at Teignmouth. But notwithstand-
95
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ing this, the impression that my work was done there came
back after some time, as the remark in my journal of Apri'
8 shows, and it became stronger and stronger. There was
one point remarkable in connection with this. Wherever I
went I preached with much more enjoyment and power than
st Teignmouth, the very reverse of which had been the case
on my first going there. Moreover, almost everywhere I
Za¢® muny more hearers than at Teignmouth, and found the
people hungering after food, which, generally speaking, was
no longer the case at Teignmouth.

Apri 11. Felt again much that Teignmouth will not much
.onger be my residence. April12. Still feel the imprassion
*kat Teignmouth is no longer my place. April 13. Found
a letter from brother Craik, from DBristol, on my return
from Torquay, where I had been to preach. He invites me
to come and help him. It appears to me, from what he
writes, that such places as Bristol more suit my gifts. O
Lord, teach me! I have felt this day more than ever that I
shall soon leave Teignmouth. I fear, however, there is much
connccted with it whichsavorsof the flesh, and that makes me
fearful. It seems to me as if I should shortly go to DBris-
tol, if the Lord permit. April 14. Wrote a letter to
brother Craik, in which I said I should come, if I clearly
saw it to be the Lord’s will. Have felt again very much
to-day, yea, far more than ever, that 1 shall soon leave
Teignmouth.

April 15. Lord’s day. This evening I preached, as fully
as time would permit, on the Lord’s second coming. After
having done so, I told the brethren what effect this doctrine
had had upon me, on first receiving it, even to determine
e to leave London, and to preach throughout the king-
dom ; but that the Lord had kept me chiefly at Teignmouth
for these two years and three months, and that it seemed
to me now that the time was near when I should leave
them. I reminded them of what I told them when they -
wequested me to take the oversight of them, that T could
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make no certain engagement, but stay only so long with
them as I should see it to be the Lord’s will to do so.
There was much weeping afterwards. But 1 am now again
in peace.

April 16. This morning I am still in peace. I am glad
I have spoken to the brethren, that they may be prepared,
in case the Lord should take me away. I left to-day for
Dartmouth, where I preached in the evening. I had five
answers to prayer to-day. 1. I awoke at five, for which I
had asked the Lord last evening. 2. The Lord removed
from my dear wife an . indisposition under which she had
been suffering. It would hiiwe been trying to me to have
had to leave her in that state. 3. The Lord sent us money.
4. There was a place vacant on the Dartmouth coach,
which only passes through Teignmouth. 5. This evening
I was assisted in preaching, and my own soul refreshed.

April 21. T would offer here a word of warning to
believers. Often the work of _the Lord itself may be a
temptation to keep us from that communion with him
which is so essential to the benefit of our own souls. On
the 19th I had left Dartmouth, conversed a good deal that
day, preached in the evening, walked afterwards eight
miles, had only about five hours’ sleep, travelled again the
next day twenty-five miles, preached twice, and conversed
very much besides, went to bed at eleven, and arose before
five. All this shows that my body and spirit required rest,
and, therefore, however careless about the Lord’s work I
might have appeared to my brethren, I ought to have had
a great deal of quiet time for prayer and reading the word,
especially as I had a long journey before me that day, and
as I was going to Bristol, which in itself required much
prayer. Instead of this, I hurried to the prayer-meeting,
after a few minutes’ private prayer. But let none think
that public prayer will make up for closet communion.
Then again, afterwards, when I ought to have withdrawn
myself, as it were, by force, from the company of beloved

]
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brethren and sisters, and given my testimony for the Lord,
(and, indeed, it would have becn the best testimony I
could have given them,) by telling them that I needed
secret communion with the Lord, I did not do so, but spent
the time, till the coach came, in conversation with them.
Now, however profitable in some respects it may have been
made to those with whom 1 was on that morning, yet my
own soul needed food; and not having had it, I was lean,
and felt the effects of it the whole day ; and hence I believe
it came that I was dumb on the coach, and did not speak a
word for Christ, nor give away a single tract, thdugh 1 had
my pockets full on purpose.

April 22. This morning I preached at Gideon Chapel,
Bristol. In the afternoon I preached at the Pithay Chapel.
This sermon was a blessing to many, many souls; and
many were brought through it to come afterwards to hear
brother Craik and me. Among others it was the means
of converting a young man who was a notorious drunkard,
and who was just again on his way to a public house, when
an acquaintance of his met him, and asked him to go with
him to hear a foreigner preach. He did so; and from thct
moment he was so completely altered, that he never again
went to a public house, and was so happy in the Lord after-
wards that he often neglected his supper, from eagerness
to read the Scriptures, as his wife told me. He died about
five months afterwards. This evening I was much in-
structed in hearing brother Craik preach. I am now
fully persuaded that Bristol is the place where the Lord
will have me to labor.

April 27. It seems to brother Craik and myself the
Lord’s will that we should go home next week, in order
that in quietness, without being influenced by what we see
here, we may more inquire into the Lord’s will concerning
us. It especially appears to us much more likely that we
should come to a right conclusion among the brethren and
sisters in Devonshire, whose tears we shall have to witness,
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and whose entreaties to stay with them we shall have to
hear, than here in Bristol, where we see only those who
wish us to stay. ’

April 28. It still seems to us the Lord’s will that we
should both leave soon, to have quiet time for prayer con-
cerning Bristol. April 29, I preached this morning on
Rev. iii. 14-22. Asit afterwards appeared, that testimony
was blessed to many, though I lacked enjoyment in my
own soul. This afternoon brother Craik preached in a
vessel called the Clifton Ark, fitted up for a chapel. In
the evening I preached in the same vessel. These testi-
monies also God greatly honored, and made them the
means of afterward bringing several, who then heard us,
to our meeting-places. IIow was God with us, and how
did he help us, thereby evidently showing that he himself
had sent us to this city ! .

April 30. It was most affecting to take leave of the
dear children of God, dozens pressing us to return soon,
many with tears in their eyes. The blessing which the
Lord has given to our ministry seems to be very great.
We both see it fully the Lord’s will to come here, though
we do not see under what circumstances. A brother has
promised to take Bethesda Chapel for us, and to be answer-
able for the payment of the rent; so that thus ive should
have two large chapels. I saw, again, two instances to-day
in whieh my preaching has béen blessed.

May 1. Brother Craik and I left this morning for Dev-
onshire.

May 3. I saw several of the brethren to-day, and felt
so fully assured that it is the Lord’s wilt that I should go
to Bristol, that I told them so. This evening I had a
meeting with the three deacons, when I told them plainly
about it; asking them, if they see anything wrong in me
concerning this matter, to tell me of it. They had nothing
to say against it; yea, though much wishing me to stay.
they were convinced themselves that my going is of God.
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May 5. One other striking proof to my mind that my
leaving Teignmouth is of God, is, that some truly spiritual
believers, though they much wish me to stay, themselves
see that I ought to go to Bristol.

May 7. Having received a letter from Bristol on May
5, it was answered to-day in such a way that the Lord may
have another opportunity to prevent our going thither if it
be not of him.

May 15. Just when I was in prayer concerning Bristol.
I was sent for to come to brother Craik. Two letters had
arrived from Bristol. The brethren assembling at Gideon
accept our offer to come under the conditions we have
made, i. e., for the present, to consider us only as minister-
ing among them, but not in any fixed pastoral relationship,
so that we may preach as we consider it to be according to
the mind of God, without reference to any rules among
them ; that the pew-rents should be done away with; and that
we should go on, respecting the supply of our temporal wants,
as in Devonshire. We intend, the Lord willing, to leave in
about a week, though there is nothing settled respecting
Bethesda Chapel.

May 21. I began to-day to take leave of the brethren at
Teignmouth, calling on each of them. It has been a try-
ing day. Much weeping on the part of the saints. Were
I not so fully persuaded that it is the will of God we should
go to Bristol, I should have been hardly able to bear it.

May 22. The brethren at Teignmouth say that they
expect us soon back again. As far as I understand the way
m which God deals with his children, this seems wery
unlilely. Towards the evening, the Lord, after repeated
prayer, gave me Col. i. 21-23 as a text for the last word of
exhortation. It seemed to me best to speak as little as
possible about myself, and as much as possible about
Christ. T scarcely alluded to our separation, and only
commended myself and the brethren, in the concluding
_ prayer, to the Lord. The parting scenes are very trying,
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but my full persuadton is that the separation is of the
Lord. May 23. My wife, Mr. Groves, my father-in-law,
and I left this morning for Exeter. Dear brother Craik
intends to follow us to-morrow.

We had unexpectedly received, just before we left Teign-
mouth, about fifteen pounds, else we should not have been
able to defray all the expenses connected with leaving,
travelling, etc. By this, also, the Lord showed his mind
concerning our going to Bristol. .

The following record will now show to the believing
reader how far what I have said concerning my persuasion
that it was the will of God that we should go to Bristol
has been proved by facts.

May 25, 1832. This evening we arrived at Bristol.
May 27. This morning we received a sovereign, sent to
us by a sister residing in Devonshire, which we take as an
earnest that the Lord will provide for us here also. May
28. When we were going to specak to the brethren, who
manage the temporal affairs of Gideon Chapel, about giv-
ing up the pew-rents, having all the seats free, and receiv-
ing the free-will offerings through a box,— a matter which
was not quite settled on their part, as brother Craik and I
bad thought,— we found that the Lord had so graciously
ordered this matter for us that there was not the least
objection on the part of these brethren.

June 4. For several days we have been looking about
for lodgings, but finding none plain and cheap enough, we
were led to make this also a subject of earnest prayer;
and now, immediately afterwards, the Lord has given us
such as are suitable. We pay only eighteen shillings a week
for two sitting-rooms and three bedrooms, coals, and
attendance. It was particularly difficult to find ckeap fur-
nished lodgings, having five rooms in the same house,
which we need, as brother Craik and we live together.

How good is the Lord to have thus appeared for us, in
. 9
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answer to prayer, and what an cncoutagement to commit
everything to him in prayer!

June 25. To-day it was finally settled to take Bethesda
Chapel for a twelvemonth, on condition that a brother at
once paid the rent, with the understanding that, if the Lord
shall bless our labors in that place, so that believers are
gathered together in fellowship, he expects them to help
him ; but if not, that he will pay all. This was the only
way in which we could take the chapel; for we could not
think it to be of God to have had this chapel, though there
should be every prospect of usefulness, if it had made us
in any way debtors.

July 6. To-day we commenced preaching at Bethesda
Chapel. It was a good day. July 18. To-day we heard
of the first cases of cholera in Bristol. July 16. This
evening, from six to nine o’clock, we had appointed for
conversing at the vestry, one by one, with individuals wha
wished to speak to us about their souls. There were so
many that we were engaged from six till twenty minutes
past ten.

These meetings we have continued ever since, twice a
week, or once a week, or once a fortnight, or once a month,
as our strength and time allowed it, or as they seemed
needed. We have found them beneficial in the following
respects : — '

1. Many persons, on account of timidity, would prefer
- coming at an appointed time to the vestry to converse with
us, to calling on us in our own house. 2. The very fact
of appointing a time for seeing people, to converse with
them in private concerning the things of eternity, has
brought some, who, humanly speaking, never would have
called upon us under other circumstances; yea, it has
brought even those who, though they thought they were
concerned about the things of God, yet were completely
ignorant; and thus we have had an oppor’ mity‘of speak-
ing to them. 3. These meetings have als. been a great
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encourage.uent to ourselves in the work, for often, when
we thought that such and such expositions of the word had
done no good at all, it was through these meetings fourd
to be the reverse ; and likewise, when our hands were hang-
ing down, we have been afresh encouraged to go forward
in the work of the Lord, and to continue sowing the seed
in hope, by seeing at these meetings fresh cases in which
the Lord has condescended to use us as instruments, par-
ticularly as in this way instances have sometimes occurred
in which individuals have spoken to us about the benefit
which they derived from our ministry, not only a few
months before, but even as long as two, three, and four
years before.

For the above reasons I would particularly recommend
to other servants of Christ, especially to those who live in
large towns, if they have not already introduced a similar
p'an, to consider whether it may not be well for them also
to set apart such times for seeing inquirers. Those meet~
ings, however, require much prayer, to be enabled to speak
aright to all those who come, according to their different
need; and one is led continually to feel that one is not
sufficient of one’s self for these things, but that our
sufficiency can be alone of God. These meetings also
have been by far the most wearing-out part of all our work,
though at the same time the most refreshing.

July 18. To-day I spent the whole morning in the ves-
try, to procure a quiet season. This has now for some
time been the only way, on account of the multiplicity of
engagements, to make sure of time for prayer, reading the
word, and meditation. July 19. T spent from half-past
nine till one in the vestry, and had real communion with
the Lord. The Lord be praised, who has put it inté my
mind to use the vestry for a place of retirement !

Aug. 5. When all our money was gore to-day, the Lord
again graciously supplied our wants. Aug. 6. This after-
noon, from two till after six, brother Craik and I spent in
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the vestry, to sec the inquirers. We have had again, in
seeing several instances of blessing upon our labors, abun-
dant reason brought before us to praise the Lord for hav-
ing sent us to Bristol.

Aug. 13. This evening one brother and four sisters
united with brother Craik and me in church-fellowship at
Bethesda, without any rules, desiring only to act as the Lord
shall be pleased to give us light through his word.

Sept. 17. This morning the Lord, in addition to all his
other mercies, has given us a little girl, who, with he:
mother, is doing well.

Oct. 1. A meeting for inquirers this afternoon from two
to tive. Many more are corvinced of sin through brother
Craik’s preaching than my own. This circumstanee led
me to inquire into the reasons, which are probably these

~1. That brother Cratk is more spiritually minded than I
am. 2. That he prays more earnestly for the conversion
of sinners than I do. 3. That he more frequently addresses
sinners, as such, in his public ministrations, than I do.
This led me to more freqent and earnest prayer for the
conversion of sinners, and to address them more frequently
as such. The latter had never been intentionally left
undone, but it had not been so frequently brought to my
mind as to that of brother Craik. Since then, the cases in
which it has pleased the Lord to use me as an instrument
of conversion have been quite as many as those in which
brother Craik has been used.

Feb. 9, 1833. I read a part of Franke’s life. The Lord
graciously help me to follow him, as far as he followed
Christ. Most of the Lord’s people whom we know in Bris-
tol are poor, and if the Lord were to give us graceto live
more as this dear man of God did, we might draw much
more than we have as yet done out of our heavenly
Father’s bank for our poor brethren and sisters. March 2.
A man in the street ran up to brother Craik and put a
paper containing ten shillings into his hand, saying, ¢ That
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{s for you and Mr. Miiller,” and went hastily away. May
28. This morning, whilst sitting in my room, the distress
of several brethren and sisters was brought to my mind,
and I said to myself, ¢ O that it might please the Lord to
give me means to help them!” About an hour afterwards
[ received sixty pounds from a brother whom up to this day
I never saw, and who then live¢, as he does still, a distance
of severa: thousand miles.

Muay 29. Review of the last twelve months, as it regards
the fruits of our labors in Bristol: 1. The total number of
those added to us within the year has been one hundred
and nine. 2. There have been converted through our instru-
mentality, so far as we Lave heard and can judge respecting
the individuals, sixty-five. 8. Many backsliders have been
reclaimed, and many of the children of God have been
encouraged and strengthened in the way of truth. -

June 12. T felt, this morning, that we might do some-
thing for the souls of those poor boys and girls, and
grown-up or aged people, to whom we have daily given
bread for some time past, in establishing a school for them,
reading the Scriptures to them, and speaking to them about
the Lord. This desire was not carried out. The chief
obstacle in the way was a pressure of work coming upon
brother Craik and me just about that time. Shortly after,
the number of the poor who came for bread increased to
between sixty and eighty a day, whereby our neighbors
were molested, as the beggars were lying about in troops
in the street, on account of which we were obliged to tell
them no longer to come for bread. This thought ulti-
mately issued in the formation of the Scriptural Knowledge
Institution, and in the establishment of the Orphan
Houses. :

Dec. 17. This evening brother Craik and I took tea
with 8 family, of whom five had been brought to the
knowledge of the Lord through our instrumentality. As
an encouragement to brethren who may desire to preach
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the gospel in a language not their own, I would mention
that the first member of this family who was converted
came merely out of curiosity to hear my foreign accent,
some words having been mentioned to her which I did not
pronounce properly.

Dec. 31. In looking over my journal, I find, —
1. That at least two hundred and sixty persons (according
to the number of names we have marked down, but there
have been many more) have come to converse with us
about the concerns of their sculs. Out of these, one hun-
dred and fifty-three have been added to us in fellowship
these last eighteen months, sixty of whom have been
brought to the knowledge of the Lord through our instru-
mentality. '

2. In looking over the Lord’s dealings with me as to
temporal things, I find that he has sent me, during the past
year, —

1. In freewill offerings through the boxes, as my part £152 14 5}

2. Presents in money givento me . . . . e 25 138
8. Presents in clothes and provisions, worth, at least 20 00
4. A brother sent me, from a distance . . . . . 60 00
5. We live fre:e of rent, which is worth for our part . 10 00
' £267 15 8%

It is just now four years since I first began to trust in
the Lord alone for the supply of my temporal wants. My
little all I then had, at most worth one hundred pounds a
year, I gave up for the Lord, having then nothing left but
about five pounds. The Lord greatly honored this little
sacrifice, and he gave me, in return, not only as much as I
had given up, but considerably more. For during the first
year, he sent me already, in one way or other, including
what came to me through family connection, about one
hundred and thirtly pounds. During the second year, one
hundred and fifty-one pounds eighteen shillings and eight
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pence. During fhe third year, one hundred and ninety-five
pounds three shillings. During this year, two hundred and
sixty-seven pounds fifteen shillings and eight and one
fourth pence. The following points require particular
notice: 1. During the last three years and three months I
‘never have asked any one for anything ; but, by the help
of the Lord, I have been enabled at all times to bring my
wants to him, and he graciously has supplied themall. 2.
At the close of each of these four years, though my income
has been comparatively great, I have had only a few shil-
lings or nothing at all left; and thus it is also to-day, by
the help of God. 8. During the last year a considerable
part of my income has come from a distance of several
thousand miles from a brother whom I never saw.
4. Since we have been obliged to discontinue the giving
away of bread to about fifty poor people every day, on
account of our neighbors, our income has not been during
the second part of this year nearly so great, scarcely one
half as much, as during the first part of it.

January 9, 1834. Brother Craik and I have preached
during these eighteen months, once a month, at Brisling-
ton, a village near Bristol, but have not seen any fruit of
our labors there. This led me to-day very earnestly ‘to
pray to the Lord for the conversion of sinners in that
. place. I was also, in the chapel, especially led to pray
again about this, and asked the Lord in particular that he
would be pleased to convert, at least, one soul this evening
that we might have a little encouragement. I preached
with much help, and-I'hope there has been good done this
evening. The Lord did according to my lequest There
was a young man brought to the knowledge of the truth.

Jan. 14. I was greatly tried by the difficulty of fixing
apon a text from which to preach on the morning of Octo-
ber 20, and at last preached without enjoyment. To-day I
heard of a NINTH instance in which this very sermon has
been blessed.
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Jan. 81. This evening a Dorcas Society was formed
among the sisters in communion with us, but not according
to the manner in which we found one when we came to
Bristol ; for, as we have dismissed all teachers from the
Sunday School who were not real believers, so now believ-
ing females only will meet together to make clothes for the
poor. The being mixed up with unbelievers had not only
proved a barrier to spiritual conversation among the sisters,
but must have been also injurious to both parties in several
respects. One sister, now united to us in fellowship, ac-
knowledged that the being connected with the Dorcas
Society, previous to her conversion, had been, in a measure,
the means of keeping her in security ; as she thought that,
by helping on such like things, she might gain heaven at
last. O that the saints, in faithful love, according to the
word of God (2 Cor. vi. 14-18), might be more separated
in all spiritnal matters from unbelievers, and not he
uneqially yoked together with them !
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for establishing, upon scriptural principles, an

institution for the spread of the gospel at home

and abroad. I trust this matter is of God. Feb,
25. I was led again this day to pray about the forming of
a new Missionary Institution, and felt still more confirmed
that we should do so.

[Some readers may ask why we formed a new Institution
for the spread of the gospel, and why we did not unite with
some of the religious societies, already in existence, seeing
that there are several missionary, Bible, tract, and school
societies. I give, therefore, our reasons, in order to show
that nothing but the desire to maintain a good conscience
led us to act as we have done. For as, by the grace of
God, we acknowledge the word of God as the only rule of
action for the disciples of the Lord Jesus, we found, in
comparing the then existing religious societies with the
word of God, that they departed so far from ‘t, that we
could not be united with them, and yet maintain a good
conscience. I only mention here the following points.

1. The end which these religious societies propose to

themselves, and which is constantly put before their mem
' 109

..‘ EB. 21. I was led this morning to form a plan
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bers, is, that the world will gradually become better and
,better, and that at last the whole world will be converted
T this end, there is constantly reference made to the
passage in Habakkuk ii. 14 : ¢ For the earth shall be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea ;” or the one in Isaiah xi. 9: ¢ For the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea.” But that these passages can have no ref-
erence to the present dispensation, but to the one which
will commence with the return of the Lord, —that in the
present dispensation things will not become spiritually
better, but rather worse, — and that in the present dispen-
sation it is not the whole world that will be converted, but
only a people gathered out from among the Gentiles for
the Lord,—is clear from many passages of the divine
testimony, of which I only refer to the following: Matt.
xiii. 24-30, and verses 3643, 2 Tim. iii. 1-13, Acts xv. 14.

A hearty desire for the conversion of sinners, and ear-
nest prayer for it to the Lord, is quite scriptural; but it is
unscriptural to expect the conversion of the whole world.
Such an end we could not propose to ourselves in the ser-
vice of the Lord.

2. But that which is worse, is, the connection of those
religious -societics with the world, which is completely con-
trary to the word of God (2 Cor. vi. 14-18). In temporal
things the children of God need, whilst they remain here
on earth, to make use of the world ; but when the work to
be done requires that those who attend to it should be
possessed of spiritual life (of which unbelievers are utterly
destitute), the children of God are bound, by their loyalty
to their Lord, entirely to refrain from association with the
unregenerate. But, alas! the connection with the world is
but too marked in these religious societies ; for every one
who pays a guinea, or, in some societies, half a guinea, is
considered as a member. Although such an individual
way liv. in sin; although he may manifest to every one
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that he does not know the Lord Jesus; if only the guinea
or the half:guinea be paid, he is considered a member and
has a right as such to vote. Moreover, whoever pays a
larger sum, for instance, ten pounds or twenty pounds, can
be, in many societies, a member for life, however openly
sinful his life should be for the time, or should become
afterwards. Surely such things ought not to be.

3. The means which are made use of in these religious
gocieties to obtain money for the work of the Lord are
also in other respects unscriptural ; for it is a most com-
mon case to ask the wunconverted for money, which even
Abraham would not have done (Genesis xiv. 21-24) ; and
bow much less should we do it, who are not only forbidden
to have fellowship with unbelievers in all such matters (2
“Cor. vi. 14-18), but who are also in fellowship with the
Father and the Son, and can therefore obtain everything
from the Lord which we possibly can need in his service,
without being obliged to go to the unconverted world!
How altogether differently the first disciples acted, in this
respect, we learn from 3 John 7.

4. Not merely, however, in these particulars is there a
connection with the world in these religious societies ; but
it is not a rare thing for even committee members (the
individuals who manage the affairs of the societies) to be
manifestly unconverted persons, if not open enemies to
the truth ; and this is suffered because they are rich, or of
influence, as it is called. -

5. It is a most common thing‘to endeavor te ubtain for
patrons and presidents of these societies and for chair-
men at the public meetings, persons of rank or wealth, to
attract the public. Never once have I known a case of a
POOR, but very devoted, wise, and experienced, servant of
Christ being invited to fill the chair at such public mcet-
ings. Surely, the Galilean fishermen, who were aposties,
or our Lord himself, who was called the carpenter, would
not have been called to this office, according to these prin-
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ciples. These things ought not so to be among the disciples
of the Lord Jesus, who should not judge with reference to
a person’s fitness for service in the church of Christ by the
position he fills in the world, or by the wealth he pos-
sesses.

6. Almost all these societies contract debts, so that it is
a comparatively rare case to read a report of any of them
without finding that they have expended more than they
have received, which, however, is contrary both to the
spirit and to the letter of the New Testament. (Rom.
xiii. 8.) ‘

Now, although brother Craik and I were ready, by the
grace of God, heartily to acknowledge that there are not
only many true children of God connected with these relig-
ious societies, but that the Lord has also blessed their
efforts in many respects, notwithstanding the existence of
these and other principles and practices which we judged to
be unscriptural ; yet it appeared to us to be his will that
we should be entirely separate from these societies (though
we should be considered as singular persons, or though it
should even appear that we despised other persons, or would
elevate ourselves above them), in order that, by the bless-
ing of God, we might direct the attention of the children
of God in those societies to their unscriptural practices ;
and we would rather be entirely unconnected with these
societies than act contrary to the Holy Scriptures. We
therefore separated entirely from them, although we re-
mained united in brotherly love with individual believers
belonging to them, and would by no means judge them for
remaining in connection with them, if they do not see that
such things are contrary to Scripture. But seeing them to
be so ourselves, we could not with a clear conscience re-
main. After we had thus gone on for some time, we con-
sidered that it would have an injurious tendency upon the
orethren among whom we labored, and also be at variance
with the spirit of the gospel of Christ, if we did nothing au
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all for missionary objects, the circulation of the Heciy
Scriptures, tracts, etc., and we were therefore led, for these
and other reasons, to do somethirg for the spread of the
gospel at home and abroad, however small the beginning
might be.]

March 5. This evening, at a public meeting, brother
Craik and I stated the principles on which we intend to
carry on the institution which we propose to establish for
the spread of the gospel at home and abroad. There was
rothing outwardly influential either in the number of people
present or in our speeches. May the Lord graciously be
pleased to grant his blessing upon the institution, which
will be called * The Scriptural Knowledge Institution, for
Home and Abroad ™

{. THE PRINCIPLES OF THE INSTITUTION.

1. We consider every believer bound, in one way or other,
to help the cause of Christ, and we have scriptural warrant
for expecting the Lord’s blessing upon our work of faith
and labor of love; and although, according to Matt. xiii.
24-43, 2 Tim. iii. 1-13, and many other passages, the world
will not be converted before the coming of our Lord Jesus,
still, while he tarries, all scriptural means ought to be
employed for the ingathering of the elect of God.

2. The Lord helping us, we do not mean to seek the
patronage of the world ; ¢. e., we never intend to ask uncon-
verted persons of rank or wealth to countenance this Insti-
tution, because this, we consider, would be dishonorable to
the Lord. In the name of our God we set up our banners,
(Ps. xx. 5) ; healone shall be our patron, and if he helps us
we shall prosper, and if he is not on our side we shall not
succeeq.

3. We do not mean to ask unbelievers for money (2 Cor.
v'. 12-18) ; though we do not feel ourselves warranted to
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refuse their contributions, if they of their own accord
should offer them. Acts xxviii. 2-10.

4. Wae reject altogether the help of unbelievers in man-
aging or carrying on the affa:ss of the Institution. 2 Cor.
vi. 14-18.

5. We intend never to enlarge the field of labor by con-
tracting debts (Rom. xiii. 8), and afterwards appealing ta
the Church of Christ for help, because this we consider to
be opposed both to the letter and the spirit of the New
Testament ; but in secret prayer, God helping us, we shall
carry the wants of the Institution to the Lord, and act -
according to the means that God shall give.

6. We do not mean to reckon the success of the Insti-
tution by the amount of money given, or the number of
Bibles distributed, etc., but by the Lord’s blessing upon
the work (Zech. iv. 6) ; and we expect this in the propor-
tion in which he shall help us to wait upon him in
prayer.

7. While we would avoid aiming after needless singu-
larity, we desire to go on simply according to Scripture,
without compromising the truth; at the same time thank-
fully receiving any instruction which experienced believers,
after prayer, upon scriptural ground, may have to give us
concerning the Institution.

I, THE OBJECIS OF THE INSTITUTION.

1. Te assist day schools, Sunday schools, and adult
schools, in which instruction is given upon scriptural prin-
ciples, and as far as the Lord may give the means, and
supply us with suitable teachers, and in other respects
make our path plain, to establish schools of this kind.
With this we also combine the putting of poor children to
such day schools.

a. By day schools upon scriptural principles, we under-
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stand day schools in which the teachers are godly persons,
—1in which the way of salvation is scripturally pointed
out,— and in which no instruction is given opposed to the
principles of the gospel.

b. Sunday schools, in which all the teachers are believ-
ers,and in whichthe Holy Scriptures are alone 'the foundation
of instruction, are such only as the Institution assists with
the supply of Bibles, Testaments, etc.; for we conmsider it
anscriptural that any persons who do not profess to know
the Lord themselves should be allowed to give religious
instruction. .

c. The Institution does not assist any adult school with
the supply of Bibles, Testaments, spelling-books, ete.,
except the teachers are believers.

2. To circulate the Holy Scriptures.

8. The third object of this Institution is to aid mission-
ary efforts. ‘

We desire to assist those missionaries whose proceedings
appear to be most according to the Secriptures.

March 7. To-day we have only one shilling left. This
evening, when we came home from our work, we found a
brother, our tailor, waiting for us, who brought a new suit
of clothes both for brother Craik and me, which a brother,
whose name was not to be mentioned, had ordered for us.

April 23. Yesterday and to-day I asked the Lord to send
us twenty pounds, that we might be able to procure a larger
stock of Bibles and Testaments than our small funds of the
Scriptural Knowledge Institution would allow us to pur-
chase ; and this evening a sister, unasked, promised fo give
us that sum, adding that she felt a particular pleasure in
circulating the Holy Scriptures, as the simple reading of
them had been “he means of bringing her to the knowledge
of the Lord. ' ‘

June 8. Lord’s day. I obtained no text yesterday, not-
withstanding repeated prayer and reading of the word.
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This morning I ‘awoke with these words: ¢ My grace is
sufficient for thee.” As soon as I had dressed myself, I
turned to 2 Cor. xii. to consider this passage; but in doing
80, after prayer, I was led to think that I had not been
directed to this portion for the sake of speaking on it, as
I at first thought, and I therefore followed my usual prac-
tice in such cases, 7. e., to read on in the Scriptures where I
left off,last evening. In doing so, when I came to Ileb.
xi. 13-16, I felt that this was the text. Having prayed, 1
was confirmed in it, and the Lord was pleased to open this
passage to me. I preached on it with great enjoyment. It
pleased God greatly to bless what I said on that pas-
sage, and at least one soul was brought through it to the
Lord.

June 25. These last three days I have had very little
real communion with God, and have therefore been very
weak spiritually, and have several times felt irritability of
temper. ' :

June 26. I was enabled, by the grace of God, to rise
early, and I had nearly two hours in prayer before break-
fast. I feel now this morning more comfortable.

July 11. I have prayed. much about a master for boys
school, to be established in connection with our little Insti-
tution. Eight have applied for the situation, but none
seemed to be suitable. Now, at last, the Lord has given us
a brother who will commence the work. '

Oct. 9. Our little Institution, established in dependence
upon the Lord, and supplied by him with means, has now
been seven months in operation, and through it have been
benefited with instruction, — 1. In the Sunday school, about
120 children. 2. In the adult school, about 40 adults. 3.
In the two day schools for boys and the two day schools
_for girls, 209 children, of whom 54 have been entirely free ;
the others pay about one third of the expense. There have
been also circulated 482 Bibles, and 520 New Testaments.
Lastly, fifty-seven pounds have heen spent to aid missionary
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exertion. The means which the Lord has sent us, as the
fruit of many prayers, during these seven months, amount
to one hundred and sixty-seven pounds ten shillings and
halfpenny.

Oct. 28. We heard a most affecting account of a poor
little orphan boy, who for some time attended one of our
schools, and who seems there, as far as we can judge, to
have been brought to a real concern about his soul, through
what I said concerning the torments of hell, and who some
time ago was taken to the poorhouse, some miles out of
Bristol. He has expressed great sorrow that he can no
longer attend our school and ministry. May this, if it be
the Lord’s will, lead me to do something also for the sup-
ply of the temporul wants of poor children, the pressure of
which has caused this poor boy to be taken away from our
school | .

Nov. 4. I spent the greater part of the morning in read-
ing the word and in prayer, and asked also for our daily
oread, for we have scarcely any money left, Nov.5. 1
spent almost the whole of the day in prayer and reading
the word. I prayed also again for the supply of our
temporal wants; but the Lord has not as yet appeared.
Nov. 8. Saturday. The Lord has graciously again
- supplied our temporal wants during this week, though at
the commencement of it we had but little left. I have
prayed much this week, for money, more than any other
week, as far as I remember, since we have been in Bris-
tol. The Lord has supplied us through our selling what
we did not need, or by our being paid what was owed to
us. .
Dec. 10. To-day we found that a departed brother had
left both to brother Craik and me twelve pounds.

Dec. 81, 1834. 1. Since brother Craik.and I have been
laboring in Bristol, 227 brethren and sisters have been
added to us in fellowship. Out of the 227 wko have been
added to us, 103 have been converted through our instru-
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mentality, and many have been brought into the liberty ¢
the gospel, or reclaimed from backsliding. Forty-seven
young converts are at Gideon, and fifty-six at Bethesda.
2. The income which the Lord has given me during this
year is: —

1. My part of the freewill offerings through the boxes £135 13 2}
2. Money given to me by saints in and out of Bristol 92 76

Altogether . . . . . . . . £228 08}
8. Besides this, many articles in provisions, clothing,
and furniture, worth to us about . . . . 60 00

Jan. 1, 1835. We had last evening an especial prayer
meeting, for the sake of praising the Lord for all his many
mercies, which we have reccived during the past year, and
to ask him to continue to us his favor. Jan. 13. I visited
from house to house the people living in Orange street, and
saw in this way the families living in nine houses, to ascer
tain whether any individuals wanted Bibles, whether they
could read, whether they wished their children put to ou,
day schools or Sunday school, with the view of helping

. them accordingly. This afforded opportunities to converse

with them about their souls.

Jan. 15. This morning I went again from house to house
in Orange street. I should greatly delight in being fre
quently engaged in such work, for it is a most important
one ; but our hands are so full with other work that we can
do but little in this way. Jan. 21. Received, in answer
to prayer, from an unexpected quarter, five pounds, for the
Scriptural Knowiedge Instjtution. The Lord pours in,
whilst. we seek to pour out. Ior during the past week,
merely among the poor, in going from house to house,
fifty-eight «copies of the Scriptures were sold at reduced
prices, the going on with which is most important, but will
=equire much means.

Jan. 28. I have, for these several days, prayed much
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to ascertain whether the Lord will have me to go as a mis.
sionary to the East Indies, and I am most willing to go, if
he will condescend to use me in this way. Jan. 29. 1
have been greatly stirred up to pray about going to Cal-
cutta as a missionary. May the Lord guide me in this
matter! (After all my repeated and earnest prayer in the
commencement of 1835, and willingness on my part to go,
if it were the Lord’s will, still, he did not send me.)

Feb. 25. In the name of the Lord, and in dependence
upon him alone for support, we have established a fifth day
school for poor children, which to-day has been opened.
We have now two boys’ schools and three girls’ schools.

Mr. Miiller having determined to visit Germany,
chiefly on missionary business, reached London Feb-
ruary 27, and writes:—

This morning I went to the Alien Office for my passport.
On entering the office, I saw a printed paper, in which it
is stated that every alien neglecting to renew every six
months his certificate of residence, which he receives on
depositing his passport, subjects himself to a penalty of
fifty pounds, or imprisonment. This law I have ignorantly
broken ever since I left London, in 1829. It appecared to
me much better to confess at once that I had ignorantly
done so than now wilfully break it; trusting in the Lord as
it regarded the consequences of the step. 1 did so, and the
Lord inclined the heart of the officer with whom I had to do
to pass over my non-compliance with the law, on account of
my having broken it ignorantly. Having obtained my
passport, I found an unexpected difficulty in the Prussian
ambassador refusing to sign it, as it did not contain a
description of my person, and therefore I needed to prove
that I was the individual spoken of in the passport. This
difficulty was not removed for three days, when, after
earnest prayer, through a paper signed by some citizens of
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London, to whom I am known, the ambassador was satis-
fied. This very difficulty, when once the Lord had removed
it, afforded me cause for thanksgiving: for I now obtained
a new passport, worded in a way that, shounld I ever need
it again, will prevent similar difficulties.

Mr. Miller was absent for five weeks, during which
time he experienced many answers to prayer and encour-
agements to faith.

April 15. Bristol. Yesterday, at one, we landed in
London. In answer to prayer, I soon obtained my things
from the custom-house, and reached my friends in Chancery
Lane a little before two. ‘

June 3. To-day we had a public meeting on account of
the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad.
It is now fifteen months since, in dependence upon the
Lord for the supply of means, we have been enabled to
provide poor children with schooling, circulate the Holy
Seriptures, and aid missionary labors. During this time,
though the ficld of labor has been continually enlarging,
and though we have now and then been brought low in
- funds, the Lord has never allowed us to be obliged to stop
the work. We have been cnabled during this time to
establish three day schools, and to connect with the Insti-
tution twoe other charity day schools, which, humanly
speaking, otherwise would have been closed for want of
means. The number of the children that have been thus
provided with schooling, in the day schools only, amounts
to 439. The number of copies of the Holy Scriptures
which have been circulated is 795 Bibles and 753 New
Testaments. We have also sent, in aid of missionary
labors in Canada, in the East Indies, and on the Continent
of Europe, one hundred and seventeen pounds, eleven
shillings. The whole amount of the free-will offerings put
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into our hands for carrying on this work from March 5,
1834, to May 19, 1835, is £363 12s. 03d.

June 22. This morning at two my father-in-law died.
June 25. Our little boy is so ill that I have nc hope of his
recovery. The Lord’s holy will be done concerning the
dear little one. June 26. My prayer, last evening, was
that God would be pleased to support my dear wife under
tha trial, should he remove the little one; and to take him
scon to himself, thus sparing him from suffering. I did
not pray for the child’s recovery. It was but two hours
after that the dear little one went home. I am so fully
enabled to realize that the dear infant is so much better
off with the Lord Jesus than with us, that I scarcely feel
the loss at all, and when I weep 1 weep for joy.

July 31. To-day brother C r, formerly a minister in
the establishment, who came to us a few days since, began, |
in connection with the Scriptural Knowledge Institution,
to go from house to house to spread the truth as a city
missionary. [This was a remarkable interposition of God.
Brother Craik had before this, for some months, been un-
able, on account of bodily infirmity, to labor in the work of
the schools, the circulation of the Scriptures, ete., and my
own weakness, shortly after brother C——r’s arrival,
increased so that I was obliged to give up the work entirely.
How gracious, therefore, of the Lord to send brother
C——r, that thus the work might go en! Up to July, 1837
this beloved brother was enabled to continue in his work,
and thus this little Institution was in a most important way
enlarged as it regards the field of labor.]”

Aug. 24. I feel very weak, and suffer more than before
from the disease. I am in doubt whether to leave Bristol
entirely for a time. I have no money tb go away for a
cLange of air. I have had an invitation to stay for a week
with a sister in the country, and I think of accepting the
invitation, and going to-morrow. August 26. To-day I

had five pounds given to me for the express purpose of using
11
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change of air. August 29. To-day I received another five
pounds jfor the same purpose. '

Aug. 80. To-day, for the first Lord’s day since our ar-
rival in Bristol, I have been kept from preaching through
illness. How mercifully has the Lord dealt in giving me
so much strength for these years! 1 had another five
pounds sent fo aid me in procuring change of air. Iow
kind is the Lord in thus providing me with the means for
leaving Bristol! Sept. 2. Went with my family to
Portishead. )

Sept. 15. As I clearly understood that the person who
lets me his horse has no license, I saw that, being bound as
a believer to act according to the laws of the country, I
could use it no longer; and as horse exercise seems most
important, humanly speaking, for my restoration, and as
this is the only horse which is to be had in the place, we
came to the comclusion to leave Portishead to-morrow.
Immediately after, I received a kind letter from a brother
and two sisters in the Lord, who live in the Isle of Wight,
which contained a fourth invitation, more pressing than
ever, to come and stay with them for some time. In addi-
tion to this, they wrote that they had repeatedly prayed
about the matter, and were persuaded that I ought to come.
This matter has been to-day a subject for prayer.

-Sept. 16. We came this morning to the conolusion that
I should go to the Isle of Wight; but we saw not how my
wife and child and our servant could accompany me, as we
had not sufficient moncy for travelling expenses; ®nd yet
this seemed of importance. The Lord graciously removed
the difficulty this evening ; for we received most unexpectedly
and unasked for, five pounds and thirteen shillings, which
was owzd to us, and also, when we had already retired to
rest, a letter was brought, containing a present of two
pounds. How very, very kind and tender is the Lord !

Sept. 19. This evening we arrived at our friends’ in the
Isle of Wight, by whom we were most kindly received.
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Oct. 9. I have many times had thoughts of giving in
print some account of the Lord’s goodness to me, for the
nstruction, comfort, and encouragement of the children of
God. T have considered to-day al. the reasons for and
against, and find that there are scarcely any against, and
many for it. .

Nov. 15. Bristol. Brother C——r and I have been pray-
ing together, the five last days, that the Lord would be
pleased to send us means for carrying on the work of the
Scriptural Knowledge Institution. This evening, a brother
gave me six shillings and one penny, being money which
he formerly used to pay towards the support of a trade
club, which he has lately given up for the Lord’s sake.
Nov. 18. This evening thirty pounds were given to
me ; twenty-five pounds for the Sciiptural Knowledge Insti-
tution, and five pounds for myself. This is a most remark-
able answer to prayer. Brother C——r and I have prayed
repeatedly together during the last week concerning the
work, and especially that the Lord would be pleased to
give us the means to continue, and even enlarge the field.
In addition to this, I have several times asked for a supply
for myself, and he has kindly granted both-these requests.
O that I may have grace to trust him more and more!



CHAPTER VII.
HOME FOR DESTITUTE ORPHANS.

1835 — 1836.

FRANKE’S WORKS‘NLLOW HIM-— A GREAT UNDERTAKING CONCEIVED — REASONE
FOR ESTABLISHING AN ORPHAN HOUSE — PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE — TREASURE
LAID UP IN HEAVEN — IN PRAYER AND IN FAITH, THE WORK IS BEGUN., ’

A1y OVEMBER 20. This evening I took tea at a
sister’s house, where I found Franke’s life. 1
bave frequently, for a long time, thought of
laboring in a similar way, on & much smaller

scale; not to imitate Franke, but in reliance upon the

Lord. May God make it plain! Nov. 21. To-day

I have had it very much impressed on my heart, no longer

merely to think about the establishment of an orpkan

house, but actually to set about it, and I have been very
much in prayer respecting it, in order to ascertain the

Lord’s mind. "Nov. 23. To-day I had ten pounds, sent

from Ircland, for our Institution. The Lord, in an-

swer to prayer, has given me, in a few days, about fifty
pounds. I had asked only for forty pounds. This has
been a great encouragement to me, and has still more
stirred me up to think and pray about the establishment of
an orphan house. Nov. 25. I have been again much in
prayer yesterday and to-day about the orphan house,
and am more and more convinced that it is of God. May
he 1 mercy guide me!

It may be well to enter somewhat minutely upon the
reasons which led me to establish an orphan house.

Through my pastoral labors, through my correspondence,

and through brethren who visited Bristol, I had constantly
124
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cases bhrought before me, which proved that onme of the
especial things which the children of God needed in our
day, was, to have their faith strengthened. I might visit a
brother who worked fourteen or even sixteen hours a day
at his trade, the necessary result of which was, that not
only his body suffered, but his soul was lean, and he had
no enjoyment in God. I might point out to him that he
ought to work less, in order that his bodily health might
not suffer, and that he might gather strength for his inner
man, by reading the word of God, by meditation over it,
and by prayer. The reply, however, I generally found to
be something like this: ¢ But if I work less, I do not earn
enough for the support of my family. Even now, whilst I
work so much, I have scarcely enough.” There was no
trust in God, no real belief in the truth of that word,
¢ Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.” I might
reply something like this: ¢ My dear brother, it is not your
work which supports your family, but the Lord ; and he who
has fed you and your family when you could not work at
all, on account of illness, would surely provide for you and
yours, if, for the sale of obtaining food for your inner man,
you were to work only for so many hours a day as would
allow you proper time-for retirement. And is it not the
case now that you begin the work of the day after having
had only a few hurried moments for prayer; and when you
leave off your work in the evening, and mean then to read
a little of the word of God, are you not too much worn
out in body and mind to enjoy it, and do you not often
fall asleep whilst reading the Scriptures, or whilst on your
knees in prayer?” The brother would allow it was so;
he would allow that my advice was good ; but still I read
in his countenance, even if he should not have actually
said so, ¢ How should I get on if I were to carry out your
advice?” I longed therefore, to have something to point
the brother to, as a visible proof that our God and Father
11*
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Is the same faithful God that he ever was,—-as willing as
ever to PROVE himself the rLiving Gop, in our day as for-
merly, to all who put their trust in him.

Again ; sometimes I found children of God tried in mind
by the prospect of old age, when they ‘might be unable to
work any longer, and therefore were harassed by the fear
of having to go into the poorhouse. If in such a case I
pointed out to them how their heavenly Father has always
helped those who put their trust in him, they might not
say that times have changed; but yet it was evident
enough that God was not looked upon by them as the
LIviNG God. I longed to set something before the children
of God whereby they might see that he does not forsake,
even in our day, those who rely upon him.

Another class of persons were brethren in business, who
suffered in their souls, and brought guilt on their con-
sciences, by carrying on their business almost in the same
way as unconverted persons do. The competition in trade,
the bad times, the over-pecopled country, were given as
reasons why, if the business were carried on simply accord-
ing to the word of God, it could not be expected to do well.
Such a brother, perhaps, would express the wish that he
might be differently situated, but very rarely did I see
that there was a stand made for God; that there was the holy
determination to trust in the living God, and to depend on
him, in order that a good conscience might be maintained.
To this class, likewise, I desired to show by a visible proof
that God is unchangeably the same.

Then there was another class of persons, individuals who
were in professions in which they could not continue with
a good conscience, or persons who were in ar unscriptural
position with reference to spiritual things; but both classes
feared, on account of the consequences, to give up the pro-
fession in which they could not abide with God, or to leave
their position, lest they should be thrown out of employ-
ment. My spirit longed to be instrumental in strengthen-
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ing their faith, by giving them not only instances from the
word of God of his willingness and ability to help all those
who rely upon him, but ¢o show them by proofs that he is the
same in our day. I well knew that the word of God ought to
be enough ; but I considered that I ought to lend a helping
hand to my brethren, if by any means, by this visible proef
to the unchangeable faithfulness of the Lord, I might
strengthen their hands in God; for I remembered what a
great blessing my own soul had received through the
Lord’s dealings with his servant A. II. Franke, who, in
dependence upon the living God alone, established an
immense orphan house, which I had seen many times with
my own eyes. I therefore judged myself bound to be the
servant of the church of Christ in the particular point on
which I had obtained mercy ; namely, in being able to take
God by his word, and to rely upon it.

All these exercises of my soul, which resulted from the
fact that so many believers with whom I betame acquainted
were harassed and distressed in mind, or brought guilt on
their consciences on account of not trusting in the Lord,
were used by God to awaken in my heart the desire of
setting before the church at large, and before the world, a
proof that he has not in the least changed ; and this seemed
to me best done by the establishing of an orphan house.
It needed to be something which could be seen, even by
the natural eye. Now, if I, a poor man, simply by prayer
and faith, obtained, without asking any individual, the
means for establishing and carrying on an orphan house,
there would be something which, with the Lord’s blessing,
might be instrumental in strengthening the faith of the
children of God, besides being a testimony to the con
sciences of the unconverted of the reality of the things of
God.

This, then, was the primary reason for establishing the
orplhan house. I certainly did from my heart desire to he
ased by God to benefit the bodies of poor children, bereaved
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of bo*h parents, and seek in other respects, with the help
of God, to do them good for this life. I also particularly
longed to be used by God in getting the dear orphans
trained up in the fear of God; but still, the first and pri
mary object of the work was, and still is, that God might
be magnified by the fact that the orphans under my care
are provided with all they need, only by prayer and faith,
without any one being asked by me or my fellow-laborers,
whereby it may be seen that God is FAITHFUL sTILL, and
HEARS PRAYER STILL. That I was not mistaken, has been
abundantly proved since November, 1835, both by the con-
version of many sinners who have read the accounts which
have been published in connection with this work, and also
by the abundance of fruit that has followed in the hearts of
the saints, for which, from my inmost soul, I desire to be
grateful to God, and the honor and glory of which not only
is due to him alone, but which I, by his help, am enabled to
ascribe to him.

Nov. 28. I have been, every day this week very much in
prayer concerning the orphan house, chiefly entreating the
Lord to take away every thought concerning it out of my
mind if the matter be not of him; and have also repeat-
edly examined my heart concerning my motives in the
matter. But I have been more and more confirmed. that it
is of God.

Dec. 2. I have again these last days prayed much abou*
the orphan house, and have frequently examined my heart,
that if it were at all my desire to establish it for the sake
of gratifying myself I might find it out. To that end 1
have also conversed with brother Craik about it, that he
might be instrumental in showing me any hidden corrup-
tion of my heart concerning the matter, or any other scrip-
tural reason against my engaging in it. The one only
reason which ever made me at all doubt as to its being of
God that I should engage in this work, is the multiplicity
of engagements which I have already. But if the mattes
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be of God, Le will in due time send suitable individuals, sc
that comparatively little of my time will be taken up in
this service.

This morning I asked the Lord especially that he would .
be pleased to teach me through the instrumentality of
brother C.; and I went to him, that he might have an
opportunity of probing my heart. For as I desire only
the Lord’s glory, I should be glad to be instructed through
the instrumentality of any brother, if the matter be not of
1im. But brother C., on the contrary, greatly encouraged
ae in it. Therefore, I have this day taken the first actual
step in the matter, in having ordered bills to be printed,
announcing a public meeting on Dec. 9, at which I intend
to lay before the brethren my thoughts concerning the
orphan house, as a means of ascertaining more clearly the
Lord’s mind concerning the matter. Dec.5. This evening
I was struck, in reading the Scriptures, with these words:
“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” T was led to
apply this scripture to the orphan house, and asked the
Lord for premises, one thousand pounds, and suitable indi-
viduals to. take care of the children. Dec. 7. To-day I
reccived the first shilling for the orphan house.

Dec. 9. This afternoon the first piece of furniture was
given,— a large wardrobe. This afternoon and evening I
was low in spirit as it regards the orphan house, but as
soon as I began to speak at the meeting I received peculiar
assistance from God. After the meeting, ten shillings were
given to me. There was purposely no collection, nor did any
one speak besides myself; for it was not in the least in-
tended to work upon the feelings, for I sought to be quite
sure concerning the mind of God. After the meeting, 8
gister offered herself for the work. I went home, happy in
the Lord, and full of confidence that the matter will come
to pass, though but. ten shillings have been given. Deec.
10. I have sent to the press a statement, which contains
the substance of what I said at the meeting last evening
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I have received a letter, in which a brother and sister wrote
thus: ¢ We propose ourselves for the service of the in-
tended orpban house, if you think us qualitied for it; also
to give up all the furniture, etc., that the Lord has given us,
for its use; and to do this without receiving any salary
whatever, believing that if it be the will of the Lord to
employ us, he will supply all our need.” etc. In the even-
ing a brother brought, from several invividuals, three
dishes, twenty-eight plates, three basins, one jug, four
mugs, three saltstands, one grater, four knives, and five
forks.

Dec. 12. While I was praying this morning that the
Lord would give us a fresh token of his favor concerning
the orphan house, a brother brought three dishes, twelve
plates, one basin, and one blanket. After this had been
given, I thanked God, and asked him to give even. this
day another encouragement. Shortly after, fifty pounds
were given, and that by an individual from whom, for sev-
eral reasons, I could not have expected this sum. Thus
the hand of God appeared so much the more clearly.
Even then I was led to pray that this day the Lord would
give still more. In the evening, accordingly, there were
sent, by a sister, twenty-nine yards of print. Also a sister ’
offered herself for the work. Dec. 13. A brother was
influenced this day to give four shillings per week, as
long as the Lord gives the means; eight shillings were
given by him as two weeks’ subscription. To-day a brother
and sister offered themselves, with all their furniture, and
all their provisions which they have in the house, if they
can be usefully employed in the concerns of the orphan
house.

Dec. 14. To-day a sister offered her services for the
work. In the evening another sister offered herself for the
institution. Dec. 15. A sister brought, from several
friends, ten basins, eight mugs, one plate, five dessert
spoons, six teaspoons, one skimmer, one toasting-fork, one
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flour-aredge, three knives and forks, one sheet, one pillow-
* case, one table-cloth; also one pound. In the afternoon
were sent fifty-five yards of sheeting, and twelve yards of
calico. Dec. 16. I took out of the box in my room one
shilling. Dec. 17. I was rather cast down last evening
and this morning about the matter, questioning whether 1
ought to be engaged in this way, and was led to ask the
Lord to give me some further encouragement. This even-
ing a brother brought a quantity of household articles, and
told me that it had been put into the heart of an individ-
fal to send to-morrow one hundred pounds.

Dec. 18. This afternoon the same brother brought the
hundred pounds above referred to. Since the publication
of the second edition, it has pleased the Lord to take to
himself the donor of this hundred pounds, and I therefore
give, in this present edition, some further account of the
donation and the donor.

A. L. was known to me almost from the beginning of my
coming to Dristol, in 1832. She earned her bread by
needle-work, by which she gained from two shillings to
five shillings per week; the average, I suppose, was not
more than three shillings sixpence, as she was weak in
body. But I do not-remember ever to have heard her
utter a word of complaint on account of earning so little.
Some time before I had been led to establish an orphan
house, her father had died, through which event she had
comein possession of four hundred and eighty pounds, which
sum had been left to her (and the same amount to her
brother and twc sisters) by her grandmother, but of which
her father had had the interest during his lifetime. The
father, who had been much given to drinking, died in debt,
which debts the children wished to pay; but the rest,
besides A. L., did not lilie to pay in full, and offered to the
creditors twenty-five per cent., which they gladly accepted,
as they had not the least legal claim upon the children.
After the debts had been paid according to this agreement.
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sister A. L. said to herself, ¢ However sinful my father
may have been, yet he was my father, and as I have the
means of paying his debts to the full amount, I onght, as
a believing child, to do so, seeing that my brother and
sisters will not do it.” She then went to all the creditors
secretly, and paid the full amount of the debts, which took
forty pounds more of her money, besides her share, which
she had given before. Her brother and two sisters now
gave fifty pounds each of their property to their mother ;
but A. L. said to herself, “I am a child of God; surely I
ought to give my mother twice as much as my brothers and
sisters.” She therefore gave her mother one hundred
pounds. Shortly after this she sent me the hundred
pounds towards the orphan house. I was not a little sur-
prised when I received this money from her, for I had
always known her as a poor girl, and I had never heard
anything about her having come into the possession of this
money, and her dress had never given me the least indica-
tion of an alteration in her circumstances. Before, how-
ever, accepting this money from her, I had a long conver-
sation with her, in which I sought to probe her as to her
motives, and in which I sought to ascertain whether, as I
had feared, she might have given this money in the feeling
- of the moment, without having counted the cost. But I
had not conversed long with this beloved sister, before I
found that she was, in this particular, a quiet, calm, con-
siderate follower of the Lord Jesus, and one who desired,
in spite of what human reason might say, to act according
to the words of our Lord, ¢ Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth.” ¢Sell that ye have, and give
alms.” When I remonstrated with her, in order that I
might see whether she counted the cost, she said to me,
The Lord Jesus has given his last drop of blood for me,
"and should I not give him this hundred pounds?” She
would also have me take five pounds for the poor saints in
communion with us. I mention here particularly that
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this dear sister kept all these things to herself, and did
them as much as possible in secret; and during her life-
time, I suppose, not six brethren and sisters among us
knew that she had ever possessed four hundred and eighty
~ pounds, or that she had given one hundred pounds towards
the orphan house.

I relate one instance more. August 4, 1836, seven
months and a half after she had given the hundred
pounds, she came one morning to me, and said: ¢ Last
evening I felt myself particularly stirred up to pray about
the funds of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution; but
whilst praying, I thought, what good is it for me to pray for
means, if I do not give. when I have the means, and I have
therefore brought you these five pounds.” As I had reason
to believe that, by this time, by far the greater part of her
money was gone, I again had a good deal of conversation
with her, to see whether she really did count the cost, and
whether this donation also was given unto the Lord, or
from momentary excitement, in which case it was better
not to give the money. Iowever, she was at this time
also steadfast, grounded upon the word of God, and evi-
dently constrained by the love of Christ; and all the effect
my conversation had upon her was, that she said, ¢ You
must take five shillings in addition to the five pounds, as a
proof that I give the five pounds cheerfully.” And thus
she constrained me to take the five pounds and five shil-
lings. —Four things are especially to be noticed about this
beloved sister, with reference to all this period of her
earthly pilgrimage : 1. She did all these things in secret,
avoiding to the utmost all show about them, and thus
proved that she did not desire the praise of man 2. She
remained, as before, of an humble and lowly mind, and she
proved thus that she had done what she did unto the Lcwd,
and not unto man. 8. Her dress remained, during all the
time that she had this comparative abundance, the same as
oefore, It was clean, yet as simple and as inexpensive aa
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it was atv the time when all her income consisted of three
shillings and sixpence, or at most five shillings per week.
There was not the least difference as to her lodging, dress.
manner of life, etc. She remained in every way the poor
handmaid of the Lord, as to all outward appearance. 4.
But that which is as lovely as the rest, she continued work-
ing at her needle all this time. She earned her two shil
lings-sixpence, or three shillings, or a little more, a week,
by her work, as before ; whilst she gave away the money in
sovereigns or five-pound notes. At last all her money was
gone, and that some years before she fell asleep; and as
her bodily health never had been good as long as I had
known her, and was now much worse, she found herself
peculiarly dependent upon the Lord, who never forsook
her, up to the last moments of her earthly course. Her
body became weaker and weaker, in consequence of which
she was able to work very little, for many months before
she died ; but the Lord supplied her with all she needed,
though she never asked for anything. For instance, a sis-
ter in communion with us sent her, for mary months, all
the bread she used. Her mouth was full of thanksgiving,
even in the midst of the greatest bodily sufferings.

Dec. 31. This evening we had a special meeting for
prayer and praise. There have been received into the
church, during the past year, 59. There are men in com-
munion with us, 95. I have received for my temporal
wants, in freewill offerings, presents, etc., £285 1s. 1}d.

~ During January to May of 1836, numerous donations
were made of furniture, provisions, half-worn clothing,
and money (varying from one hundred pounds to a
halfpenny). Encouraged by these wunsolicited offerings,
Mr. Miiller determined to open the Orphan House.

April 21. This day was set apart for prayer and
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thanksgiving concerning the Orphan House, as it is now
opened. In the morning, several brethren prayed, and
brother Craik spoke on the last verses of Psalm xx. In
the afternoon, I addressed our day and Sunday school
children, the orphans, and other children present. In the
evening we had another prayer meeting. There are now
seventeen children in the Orphan House.

May 6. I have now been for some years, and especially
these last- few months, more or less thinking and praying
respecting publishing a short account of the Lord’s dealings
with me. To-day I have at last settled to do so, and have
begun to write.

May 16. For these several weeks our income has been
little ; and though I had prayed many times that the Lord
would enable us to put by the taxes, yet the prayer remained
unanswered. In the midst of it all, my comfort was, that
the Lord would send help by the time it would be needed.
One thing particularly has been a trial to us of late, far
more than our own temporal circumstances, which is, that
we have scarcely, in any measure, been able to relieve the
distress among the poor saints. To-day, the Lord, at last,
after I had many times prayed to him for these.weeks
past, answered my prayers, there being sevem pounds
twelve shillings and one farthing given to me as my part
of the freewill offerings through the boxes,— two five-pound
notes having been put in yesterday, one for brother Craik
and one for me. Thus the Lord has again delivered us,
and answered our prayers, and that not one single hour too
late ; for the taxes have not as yet been called for. May he
fill my heart with gratitude for this fresh deliverance, and
may he be pleased to-enable me more and more to trust in
him, and to wait patiently for his help.



CHAPTER VIIL

THE FIELD WIDENING.
1836 — 1887.

AN UNEXPECTED OBSTACLE — IMPLICIT SUBM:SSION — A SECOND ORFHAN

" 1IOUSE PROPOSED — AN ENCOURAGING TEXT—THE NEW ORPHAN HOUSE
OPENED — COMPLETED ANSWER TO PRAYEB—PkOGRES! OF THE LORD'S
WORK —THE OVERSIGHT OF THE FLOCK.

Qy AY 18, 1836. In the foregoing pages, a state-
ment has been given of the success with which
the.Lord has been pleased to crown the prayers
of his servant respecting the establishment of

an Orphan House in this city. The subject of my prayer
was that he would graciously provide a house, either as a
loan or as a gift, or that some one might be led to pay the
rent for one ; further, that he would give me one thousand
pounds for the object, and likewise suitable individuals to
take care of the children. A day or two after,I was led to
ask, in addition to the above, that he would put it into the
hearts of his people to send me articles of furniture, and
some clothes for the children. In answer to these petitions,
many articles of furniture, elothing, and food were sent ; a
conditional offer of a house, as a gift, was made ; individuals
proposed themselves to take care of the children, and vari-
ous sums of money were given, varying from one hundred
pounds to a halfpenny.

It may be well to state that the above results have fol-
lowed in answer to prayer, without any one having been
asked by me for one single thing; from which I have re-
frained, not on account of want of confidence in the

brethren, or because I doubted their love to the Lord, but
186
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that T might see the hand of God so much the more
clearly.

So far as I remember, I brought even the most minute
circumstances concerning the Orphan House before the Lord
in my petitions, being conscious of my own weakness and
ignorance. There was, however, one point I never had
prayed about, namely, that the Lord would send children ;
for I naturally took it for granted that there would be plenty
of applications. The appointed time came, and not even
one application was made. This circumstance now led me
to lie low before my God in prayer, and to examine my
' heart once more as to all the motives concerning it; and
being able, as formerly, to say that his glory was my chief
aim, 7. e., that it might be seen that it is not a vain thing
to trust in the living God, and still continuing in prayer, I
was at last brought to this state, that I could say from my
heart that I should rejoice in God being glorified in this
matter, though it were by bringing the whole to nothing.
But as still, after all, it seemed to me more tending to the
glory of God to establish and prosper the Orphan House, 1
could then ask him heartily to send applications. I en-
Joyed now a peaceful state of heart concerning the subject,
and was also more assured than ever that God would estab-
tish it. The wvery next day the first application was made,
and within a short time forty-three applied. I rented the
bhouse No. 6, Wilson street, as being, on account of its
cheapness and largeness, very suitable.

I have mentioned that we intended to take in the children .

from the seventh to the twelfth year. But after six appli-
cations had been made for children between four and six
years of age, it became a subject of solemn prayerful con-
gideration, whether, as long as there were vacancies, such
children should not be received, though so young. I came
&t last to the conclusion to take in the little girls under
seven years of age, for whom application had been made.
Further, it had been repeatedly brought before me, how
13¢
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desirable it would be to establish also, in this city, an
Orphan House for male children, and there were even arti-
cles sent for little orphan boys. Partly, then, on account of
these reasons ; and partly because the Institution already
opened was quite filled in a few days; and partly because
the Lord has done hitherto far above what I could have
expested ; I have at last, after repeated prayer, come to
the conclusion, in the name of the Lord, and in dependence
apon him alone for support, to propose the establishment
of an Infant Orphan House.

June 3. From May 16 up to this day I have been con-
fined to the house, and a part of the time to my bed, on
account of a local inflammation, which keeps me from
walking. Almost every day during this time I have been
able to continue writing a narrative of the Lord’s dealings
with me, which had been again laid aside after May 7, on
account of a number of pressing engagements. It is very

.remarkable that the greatest objection against writing it for
the press was want of time. Now, through this affliction,
which leaves my mind free, and gives me time, on account
of confinement to the house, I have been able to write about
a hundred quarto pages. »

June 14. This morning brother C——r and I prayed
unitedly, chiefly about,the schools and the circulation of
the Scriptures. Besides asking for blessings upon the
work, we have also asked the Lord for the means which are
needed ; for on July 1, seventeen pounds ten shillings will
be due for the rent of school-rooms, and besides this, we
want at least forty pounds more to go on with the circu-
lation of the Scriptures, to pay the salaries of the masters,
etc Towards all this we have only about seven pounds.
I also prayed for the remainder of the thousand pounds for
the Orphan House. ‘

June 21. This evening brother C——r and I found that
the Lord had not only been pleased to send us, through the
offerings which have come in during the last week, in
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answer to our prayers, the seventeen pounds ten shillings
which will be due for the rent of two school-rooms on July
1, but that we have five pounds more than 18 needed.
Thus the Lord once more has answered our prayers.

July 28. For some weeks past we have not been able to
pay the salary of the masters and governesses a month in
advance, but have been obliged to pay it wcekly. Brother
C——r and I have lately prayed repeatedly together re-
specting the funds, but we were now brought so low, that
we should not have been able to pay even this weekly
salary of the teachers, had not the Lord most remark-
ably helped us again to-day. For, besides one pound,
which was ‘given to us, this evening a brother gave eight
pounds, which sum had been made up by a number of his
workmen paying weekly one penny each, of their own
accord, towards our funds. The money had been collecting
for many months, and, in this our necessity, it had been
put into the heart of this brother to bring it.

July 29. This evening, from six to half-past nine, we
had a meeting for inquirers. There came twelve fresh cases
before us. :

Oct. 1. To-day, in dependence upon the Lord alone for
means, we engaged a brother as a master for a gixth day
school. On account of the many deliverances which we
have had of late, we have not hesitated to enlarge the field,
as another boys’ school was greatly needed.

Oct. 5. This evening twenty-five pounds were given to
me for the Scriptural Knowledge Institution. Thus the
Lord has already given the means of defraying the expenses
of the new boys’ school for some months to come.

Oct. 19. To-day, after having many times prayed
respecting the matter, I have at last engaged a sister as
matron for the Infant Orphan House, never having been
able, up to this day, to meet with an individual who seemed
suitable, thongh there has been money enough in hand, for
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some time past, for commencing this work, and there have
been applications made for several infant orphans.

Oct. 25. To-day we obtained, without any trouble,
through the kind hand of God, very suitable premises for
the Infant Orphan House.

Nov. 5. There were given by a brother one hundred
pounds, fifty pounds of which were previously promised, tc
insure the rent for premises. It is a remarkable fact,
concerning this donation, that I had, in December of last
year, repeatedly asked the Lord to incline the heart of this
brother to give these hundred pounds, and I made a mem-
orandum of this prayer in my journal of December 12,
1835. On January 25, 1836, fifty pounds were promised
by him, and on November 5, fifty pounds besides that sum
were given; but it was not till some days after, that 1
remembered that the very sum for which I had asked the
Lord had been given. When it came to my mind that this
prayer had been noted down in my journal, and I showed
it to the donor, we rejoiced together; ke, to have been the
instrument in giving, and I to have had the request
granted.

Nov. 80. On account of many pressing engagements,
I had not been led, for some time past, to pray respecting
the funds. But being in great need, I was led, yesterday
morning, earnest'y to ask the Lord; and in answer to this
petition a brother gave me, last evening, ten pounds. He
had had it in his heart, for several months past, to'give
this sum, but had been hitherto kept from it, not having
the means. Just now, in this our great neecessity, the
Lord furnished him with the means, and we were helped in
this way. In addition to these ten pounds, I received last
evening a letter with five pounds, from a sister whom I
never saw, and who has been several times used by God as
an instrument to supply our wants. She writes thus: “It
has been so much on my mind lately to send you some
money, that I feel as if there must be some need, which
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the Loid purposes to honor me by making me the .nstru.
ment of supplying. I therefore enclose you five pounds,
all I have in the house at this moment.”

Dec. 9. One pound, with Mark ix. 36-7: ¢ And taking
a little child, he set him in the midst of them,” etc., a most
encouraging passage for this work, the force of which I
had never felt before.

Dec. 15. This day was set apart for prayer and thanks-
giving respecting the Infant Orphan House, which was
opened on Nov. 28. In the morning we had a prayer
meeting. In the afternoon, besides prayer and thanks-
giving, I addressed the children of our day schools and
the orphans, about 350, on Ecclesiastes xii. 1.

Dec. 81. We had this evening a prayer meeting to
praise the Lord for his goodness during the past year, and
to ask him for a continuance of his favors.

During the past year there have been received into the
church, 52 ; and the Lord has been pleased to give me, as
% regards my temporal supplies, £232 11s. 9d.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1836.

In addition to the items mentioned above, donations
were received during the year, of money, food, clothes,
hooks, boxes, coal-hods, ornaments (to be sold), etc.;
also, the offer of gratuitous medical attendance, and med-
icine. Up to the close of 1836, seven hundred and seventy
pounds and ninepence halfpenny had been given, and
forty pounds promised. .

Jan. 2, 1837. This evening the two churches had again
an especial prayer meeting.

Jan. 5. To-day a sister called and told me about the
conversion of her ‘ather, who, in his eightieth year, after
having for many years lived opemly in sin, is at last
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brought to the knowledge of the Lord. This sister had
'long prayed for the conversion of her father, and at last,
though only after twenty years, the Lord gave her the
desire of her heart.

May 18. There are now sixty-four children in the two
Orphan Houses, and two more are expected, which will fill
the itwo houses.

May 28. The narrative of some of the Lord’s dealings
with me is now near being published, which has led me
again most earnestly this day week, and repeatedly since,
to ask the Lord that he would be pleased to give me what
is wanting of the one thousand pounds, for which sum I
have asked him on behalf of the orphans; for though, in
my own mind, the thing is as good as done, so much so
that I have repeatedly been able to thank God that he
will surely give me every shilling of that sum, yet to
others this will not be enough. As the whole matter, then,
about the Orphan House had beea commenced for the
glory of God, that in this way oefore the world and the
church there might be another visible proof that the Lord
delights in answering prayer; and as there was yet a part
of the thousand pounds wanting ; and as I earnestly desired
the book might mot leave the press before every shilling of
that sum had been given in answer to prayer, without one
single individual having been asked by me for anything, that
thus I might have the sweet privilege of bearing my testi-
mony for God in this book ; — for these reasons, I say, I
have given myself earnestly to prayer about this matter
since May 21. On May 22 came in seven pounds and ten
shillings, and on May 23, three pounds. On May 24, a
lady, whom I never saw before, called on me, and gave me
forty pounds. This circumstance has greatly encouraged
me; for the Lord showed me thereby, afresh, his willing-
ness to continue to send us large sums, and that they can
even come from individuals whom we have never seen
before.
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June 15. To-day I gave myself once more earnestly to
prayer respecting the remainder of the thousand pounds.
This evening five pounds were given, so that now the
- whole sum is made up. During eighteen months and ten
days this petition has been brought before God almost
daily. . From the moment I asked till the Lord granted it
fully, I had never been allowed to doubt that he would
give every shilling of that sum. Often have I praised him
beforehand, in the assurance that he would grant my
request. The thing after which we have especially to seek
in prayer is, that we believe that we receive, according to
Mark xi. 24 : ¢ What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

As the Lord has so greatly condescended to listen to my
- prayers, and as I consider it one of the particular talents
which he has entrusted to me to exercise faith upon his
promises, as it regards my own temporal wants and those
of others ; and as an Orphan House for bojs above seven
years of age seems greatly needed in this city; and as
also without it we know not how to provide for the little
boys in the Infant Orphan House, when they are above
seven years of age, I purpose to establish an Orphan
House for about forty boys above seven years of age.

July 12. The same friend who gave me on May 24, 1837,
forty pounds for the orphans, and whom, up to that time, 1
had never seen, gave four hundred and sixty pounds more
being altogether five hundred pounds.

It is now three years and four months since brother Craib
and I began, in dependence upon the Lord for funds, t¢
seek to help the spread of the gospel through the instru
mentality of schools, the circula{:ion of the Holy Scrip
tures, and by aiding missionary exertions. Since then
there have been circulated, through our instrumentality,
4,030 copies of the Scriptures; four day schools, for poor
children, have been established by us; 1,119 children have
been instructed in the six day schools, and 353 children are
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now in those six day schools. Besides this, a Sunday
school and an adult school have been supplied with all
they needed, and missionary exertions in the East Indies,
in Upper ‘Canada, and on the continent of Europe, have
been aided. In addition to this, the word of God has been
preached from house to house among the poor, in connec-
tion with the Scriptural Knowledge Institution, by brother
C——r, within the last two years.

On the fifteenth of August, 1837, the preceding portion
of this narrative was published.

Aug. 17. To-day two. more children were received into
the Infant Orphan House, which makes up our full number,
sixty-six in the Girls’ and Infant Orphan Houses.

Sept. 2. I have been looking about for a house for the
orphan boys, these last three days. Everything else has
been provided. The Lord has given suitable individuals to
take care of the children, money, etc. In his own time he
will give a house also.

Sept. 19. It was to-day particularly impressed upon my
heart that I ought to seek for more retirement, though the
work should apparently suffer ever so much; and that ar-
rangements should be made whereby I may be able to visit
the brethren more, as an wunwvisited church will sooner or
later become an unhealthy church. Pastors, as fellow-labor-
ers, are greatly needed among us.

Sept. 28. I have for a long time been too much out-
wardly engaged. Yesterday morning I spent about three
hours in the vestry at Gideon, to be able to have more time
for retirement. I meant to do tke same in the afternoen,
but before I could leave the house I was called on, and thus
one person after the other came, till I had to goout. Tbus
it has been again to-day.

Oct. 16. For a long time past Brother Craik and I have
felt the importance of more pastoral visiting, and it bas
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‘

been one of our greatest trials that we have been ungble to
give more time to it. This evening we had purposely a
meeting of the two churches, at which brother Craik and I,
and a brother from Devonshire, spoke on : I. The importance
of pastoral visiting. II. The particular obstacles which
hindered us in attending to it. III. The question whether
there was any way of removing some of the obstacles.

1. As to the importance of pastoral visiting, the follow-
ing points were mentioned: 1. Watching over the saints,
by means of visiting them, to prevent coldness, or to re-
cover them from backsliding. 2. To counsel and advise
them in family affairs, in their business, and in spiritual
matters. 8. To keep up that loving and familiar inter-
course which is so desirable between saints and those who
have the oversight of them. These visits should be, if
possible, frequent ; but in our case there have been several
obstacles in the way. '

II. The particular obstacles dn our case are: 1. The
largeness of the number who are in communion with us.
One hundred would be quite as many as we have strength
to visit regularly, and as often as would be desirable ; but
there are nearly four hundred in fellowship with us. 2.
The distunce of the houses of the saints from our own
dwellings, as many live more than two miles off. 3. The
Lord’s blessing upon our labors. Not one year has passed
away, since we have been in Bristol, without more than
fifty having been added to our number, each of whom, in
general, needed several times to be conversed with before
being admitted into fellowship. 4. That brother Craik and
I have each of us the care of two churches. At the first
sight it appears as if the work is thus divided, but the
double number of meetings, etc., nearly double the work.
5. The mere ruling, and taking care, in general, of a large
body of believers, irrespective of the other work, takes
much more time, and requires much more strength, than
the taking care of a small body of believers, as we, by

13 *
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grace, desire not to allow known sin among us. 6. The
position which we have in the church at large brings many
orethren to us who travel through Bristol, who call on us,
or lodge with us, and to whom, according to the Lordi’s
will, we have to give some time. 7. In my own case, an
extensive needful correspondence. 8. The weakness of
body on the part of both of us. When the preaching is
done, — when strangers who lodge with us are gone,—
when the calls at our house are over, — when the needful
letters, however briefly, are written, — when the necessary
church business is settled, — our minds are often so worn
out that we are glad to be quiet. 9. But suppose we have
bodily strength remaining, after the above things have
been attended to, yet the frame of mind is not always so
as that one could visit. After having been particularly
“tried by church matters, which in so large a body does not
rarely occur, or being cast down in one’s own soul, one
may be fit for the closet, but not for visiting the saints.
10. Lastly, in my own case, no small part of my time is
taken up by attending to the affairs of the Orphan Ilouses,
schools, the circulation of the Scriptures, the aiding mis-
. sionary efforts, and other work connected with the Serip-
tural Knowledge Institution.

III. What is to be done under these circumstances?
1. In the days of the apostles there would have been more
brethren to take the oversight of so large a body as we are.
The Lord has not laid upon us a burden which is too heavy
for us; he is not a hard Master. It is evident that he does
not mean us even to attempt to visit all the saints as much
as is evidently needful, and much less as f:equently as it
would be desirable. We mention this, to prevent uncoms-
fortable feelings on the part of the dear saints under our
pastoral care, who find themselves not as much visited as
they used to be when we came to Bristol, when the number
of them was not seventy, and now it is about four hundred.
snd when in many other respects the work in our hands



£887. THE FIELD WIDENING. 147

was not half so much as it is now, and when we had much
more bodily strength. 2. It is therefore evident that there
are other pastors needed ; not nominal pastors, but such as
the'Lord has called, to whom he has given a pastor’s heart
and pastoral gifts. 8. Such may be raised up by the Lord
from our own number, or the Lord may send them from
elsewhere. 4. But in the mean time we should at least
see whether there are not helpers among us. 5. As to the
work itself, in order that time may be saved, it appears
desirable that the two churches, Bethesda and Gideon,
should be united into one, that the breaking of bread should
be alternately, and that the number of weekly meetings
should be reduced.

Oct. 21. To-day the Lord has given me a house for the
Orphan Boys, in the same street in which the other two
Orphan Houses are.

Mr. Miller’s health having suffered from his cares,
money was sent him from unexpected sources, to be
used in travelling and recreation.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1837.

1. There are now eighty-one children in the three Orphan Houses,
and nine brethren and sisters, who have the care of them. Ninety,
therefore, daily sit down to table. Lord, look on the necessities of
thy servant!

2. The schools require as much help as before; nay, more, partic-
ularly the Sunday school, in which there are at present about 320 chil-
dren, and in the day schools about 350. Lord, thy servant is a poor
man; but he has trusted in thee, and made his boast in thee, before
the sons of men; therefore let him not be confounded! Let it not be
said all this was enthusiasm, and therefore it is come to naught!

3. My temporal supplies have been £307 2s. 63d.



CHAPTER IX.
TRIAL.

1838.

TER MNINISTRY OF SICKNESS —PEACE OF MIND —JESUS A PRESENT HEL! ~
DEEP POVERTY — PLEADING WITH GOD — UNITED PRAYER.

though my general health seems improved ; but my

kind physician says I am much better, and advises

now changeof air. This evening a sister, who resides
about fifty miles from hence, and who is quite unacquainted
with the medical advice given to me this morning, sent me
fifteen pounds for the express purpose of change of air;
and wrote that she felt assured, from having been similarly
afflicted, that nothing would do me so much good, humanly
speaking, as quiet and change of air.

Jan. 7. This is the ninth Lord’s day that I have been
kept from ministering in the word. My affliction is con-
nected with a great tendency to irritability of temper ; yea,
with some satanic feeling, foreign to me even naturally.

Jan. 10. - To-day I went with my family to Trowbridge.
Jan. 14. Lord’s day. I have spent several hours in prayer
to-day, and read on my knees, and prayed for two hours
over Psalm Ixiii. God has blessed my soul much to-day.
My soul is now brought into that state that I delight my-
self in the will of God,as it regards my health. Yea,I can
now say, from my heart, I would not have this disease
removed till God, by its means, has bestowed the blessing
for which it was sent.

148

% ANUARY 6, 1838. I feel little better in my head,
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His health remaining feeble, Mr. M. left England on
April 6, for Germany, and returned to Bristol, May 7.
He continues his narrative : —

May 8. This evening I went to the prayer meeting at
Gideon. I read Psalm ciii., and was able to thank the
Lord publicly for my late affliction. This is the first time
that I have taken any part in the public meetings of the
brethren since November 6, 1837.

July 12. The funds, which were this day twelvemonth
about seven hundred and eighty pounds, are now reduced to
about twenty pounds; but, thanks be to the Lord, my faith
is a8 strong or stronger, than it was when we had the larger
sum in hand ; nor has he at any time, from the commence-
ment of the work, allowed me to distrust him. Neverthe-
less, as our Lord will be inquired of, and as real faith is
manifested as such by leading to prager, I gave myself to
orayer with brother T——, of the Boys’ Orphan IIouse,
who had called on me, and who, besides my wife and
brother Craik, is the only individual to whom I speak about
the state of the funds. While we were praying, an orphan
child from Frome was brought, and some believers at
Frome, having collected among them five pounds, sent this
money with the child. Thus we received the first answer
at a time of need. We have given notice for seven children
to come in, and purpose to give notice for five more, though
our funds are so low, hoping that.God will look on our
necessities.

July 17, 18. These two days we have had two especial
prayer meetings, from six to nine in the evening, to com-
mend publicly to the Lord the Boys’ Orphan House. Our
funds are now very low. There are about twenty pounds
in hand, and in a few days thirty pounds, at least, will be
necded ; but I purposely avoided saying anything about our
present nccessities, and spoke only to the praise of God,

about the abundance with which our gracious Father, ¢ t}-¢
18+ :
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Father of the fatherless,” has hitherto supplied us. TIhis
was done in order that the hand of God, in sending Lelp,
may be so much the more clearly seen.

July 22. This evening I was walking in our little gar-

_den, meditating on Heb. xiii. 8, ¢ Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and forever.” Whilst meditating on
his unchangeable love, power, wisdom, etc., and turning all,
as I went on, into prayer respecting myself; and whilst
applying likewise his unchangeable love, and power, and
wisdom, etc., both to my present spiritual and temporal
circumstances, — all at once the present need of the Orphan
Houses was brought to my mind. Immediately I was led
to say to myself, Jesus in his love and power has hitherto
supplied me with what I have needed for the orphans, and
in the same unchangeable love and power he will provide
me with what I may need for the future. A flow of joy
came into my soul whilst realizing thus the unchangeable-
ness of our adorable Lord. About one minute after, a letter
was brought me, enclosing a bill for twenty pounds.:

Aug. 18. T have not one penny in hand for the orphans.
In a day or two again many pounds will be needed. My
eyes are to the Lord. Evening. Before this day is over,
I have received from a sister five pounds. She had some
time since put away ‘her trinkets, to be sold for the benefit
of the orphans. This morning, whilst in prayer, it came
to her mind, “I have this five pounds, and owe no man
anything, therefore it would be better to give this money
at once, as it may be some time before I can dispose of the
trinkets.” She therefore brought it, little knowing that
there was not a penny in hand.

Aug. 29. To-day sixteen believers were baptized.
Among those who were baptized was an aged brother of
above eighty-four years, and one above seventy. For the
latter, his believing wife had prayed thirty-eight years, and
at last the Lord answered her prayers in his conversion.

Aug. 31. I have been-waiting on the Loid for means,
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as the matron’s books frcm the Girls’ Orphan House have
been brought, and there is no money in hand to advance
for housekeeping. But. as yet, the Lord has not been
pleased to send help. As the matron called to-day for
money, one of the laborers gave two pounds of his own,
for the present necessities.

Sept. 1. The Lord in his wisdom and love has not yet
sent help. Whence it is to come, need not be my care.
But I believe God will, in due time, send help. His hour
is not yet come. As there was money needed in the Boys’
Orphan House also, the same brother just alluded to gave
two pounds for that also. Thus we were delivered at this
time likewise. But now his means are gone. This is the
most trying hour that as yet I have had in the work, as it
regards means ; but I know that I shall yet praise the Lord
for his help. _

Sept. 5. Our hour of trial continues still. The Lord
mercifully has given enough to supply our daily necessities ;
but he gives by the day now, and almost by the hour, as we
need it. Nothing came in yesterday. -I have besought the
Lord again and again, both yesterday and to-day. It is as
if the Lord said: ¢ Mine hour has not yet come.” But I
have faith in God. I believe that he surely will send help,
though I know not whence it is to come. Many pounds
are needed within a few days, and there is not a penny in
hand. This morning two pounds were given, for the present
necessities, by one of the laborers in the work. Evening.
This very day the Lord sent again some help to encourage
me to continue to wait on bim, and to trust in him. AsI
was praying this afternoon respecting the matter, I feit
fully assured that the Lord would send help. and praised
him beforehand for his help, and asked him to encourage
our hearts through it. I have been also led, yesterday and
to-day, to ask the Lord espccially that he would not allow
my faith to-fail. A few minntes after I had prayed,
orother T—— came and brought four pounds one shilling
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and fivepence, which had come in in severai small dona.
tions. He told me, at the same time, that to-morrow the
books would be brought from the Infant Orphan House,
when money must be advanced for housekeeping. 1
thought for a moment it might be well to keep three
pounds of this money for that purpose. DBut it occurred to
me immediately, ¢ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
The Lord can provide by to-morrow much more than I
need; and I therefore sent three pounds to one of the
sisters whose quarterly salary was due, and the remaining
one pound one shilling and fivepence to the Boys’ Orphan
House for housekeeping. Thus I am still penniless. My
hope is in God; he will provide. _

Sept. 6. This morning the books were brought from the
Infant Orphan House, and the matron sent to ask when
she should fetch them, implying when they would have
been looked over, and when money would be advanced for
housekeeping. I said ‘to-morrow,” though I had not a
single penny in hand. About an hour after, brother T——
sent me a note, to say that he had received one pound this
morning, and that last evening a brother had sent twenty-
nine pounds of salt, forty-four dozen of onions, and twenty-
six pounds of groats.!

Sept. 7. The time had come that I had to send money to
the Infant Orphan House, but the Lord had not sent any
more. I gave, therefore, the pound which had come in yes-
terday, and two shillings and twopence which had been put
into the box in my house, trusting to the good Lord to send
in more.

Sept. 8. It has not pleased my gracious Lord to send me
help as yet. Yesterday and to-day I have  been pleading
with God elevén arguments why he would be graciously
pleased to send help. The arguments which I plead with
God are s —

1@Groats. Oats or other grain, with the hulls removed. — Ep.
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1. That I set about the work for the glory of God, t. e.,
that there might be a visible proof, by God supplying, in
answer to prayer only, the necessities of the orphans, that
he is the living God, ard most willing, even in our day, to
answer prayer ; and that, therefore, he would be pleased to
send supplies,

2. That God is the * Father of the fatherless,” and that
he, therefore, as their father, would be pleased to provide.
Psalm Ixviii. 5.

3. That I have receivéd the children in the name of
Jesus, and that therefore he, in these children, has been re-
ceived, and is fed, and is clothed; and that therefore he
would be pleased to consider this. Mark ix. 36, 37. )

4. That the faith of many of the children of Gord has
been strengthened by this work hitherto, and that, if God
were to withhold the means for the future, those who are
weak in faith would be staggered ; whilst, by a continuance
of means, their faith might still farther be strengthened.

5. That many enemies would laugh, were the Lord to
withhold supplies, and say, Did we not foretell that this
enthusiasm would come to nothing?

6. That many of the children of God who are unin-
structed, or in a carnal state, would feel themselves justified
to continue their alliance with the world in the work of
God, and to go on as heretofore in their unscriptural pro-
ceedings respecting similar institutions, so far as the
obtaining of means is concerned, if hg were not to help

\
me.

7. That the Lord would remember that I am his child,
and that he would graciously pity me, and remember that
T cannot provide for these children, and that therefore Le
would not allow this burden to lie upon me long without
sending help.

8. That he would remember likewise my fellow-laborers
in the work, who trust in him, but who would be. tried were
be to withhold supplies.
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’

9. That he would remember that I should have to dis-
misy the children from under our scriptural instraction to
their former companions.

10. That he would show that those were mistaken whe
said, that, at the first, supplies might be expected, while the
thing was new, but not afterwards.

11. That I should not know, were he to withhold means,
what construction I should put upon all the many most
temarkable answers to prayer which he had given me here-
sofore in connection with this work, and which most fully
have shown to me that it is of God.

In some small measure I now understand experimentally,
the meaning of that word ¢ how long,” which so frequently
occurs in the prayers of the Psalms. DBut even now, by
the grace of God, my eyes are unto him only, and I believe
that he will send help.

Sept. 10. Monday morning. Neither Saturday mnor
yesterday had any money come in. It appeared to me now
reedful to take some steps on account of our need, <. e., to
go to the Orphan Ilouses, call the brethren and sisters
together (who, except brother T , had never been
informed about the state of the funds), state the case to
them, see how much money was needed for the present, tell
them that amidst all this trial of faith I still believed that
God would help, and to pray with them. Especially, also,
I meant to go for the sake of telling them that no more
articles must be purchased than we have the means to pay
for, but to let there be nothing lacking in any way to the
children, as it regards nourishing food and needful cloth-
ing ; for I would rather at once send them away than that
they should lack. I meant to go for the sake also of see-
ing whether there were still articles remaining which had
oeen sent for the purpose of being sold. or whether there
were any art'cles really necdless, that we might turn them
into money. I felt that the matter was now come to a
volemn crisis About half-past nine sixpence came in,
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which had been put anonymously into the box at Gideon
Chapel. This money seemed to me like an earnest that
God would have compassion and send more. About ten,
after I had returned from brother Craik, to whom I had
tnbosomed my heart again, whilst once more in prayer for
help, a sister called who gave two sovereigns to my wife
or the orphans, stating that she had felt herself stirred up
to come, and that she had delayed coming already too
long. A few minutes after, when I went into the room
where she was, she gave me two sovereigns more, and all
this without knowing the least about our need. Thus the
Lord most mercifully has sent us a little help. to the great
encouragement of my faith. A few minutes after I was
called on for money from the Infant Orphan House, to
which I sent two pounds, and one pound sixpence to the
Boys’ Orphan House, and one pound to the Girls’ Orphan
House.

To-day I saw a young brother who, as well as one of his
sisters,” has been brought to the knowledge of the Lord
through my Narrative.

.Sept. 11. The good Lord, in his wisdom, still sees it
needful to keep us very low. But this afternoon brother
T—— called, and told me that one of our fellow-laborers
had, sold his metal watch, and two gold pins, for one
pound one shilling, that nine shillings sixpence had come
in, and that two of our fellow-laborers had sent two lots of
books of their own, nineteen and twenty-one in number, to
be sold for the orphans.

Sept. 12. Still the trial continues. Only nine shillings
eame in to-day, given by one of the laborers. In the
midst of this great trial of faith the Lord still mercifully
keeps me in great peace. He also allows me to see that
our labor is not 1n vain; for yesterday died Leah Culliford,
one of the orphans, about nine years old, truly converted,
and brought to the faith some months before her depart.
ure.
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Sept. 13. No help has come yet. This morning 1
found 1t was absolutely needful to tell the brethren and
sisters about the state of the funds, and to give necessary
directions as to going into debt, etc. We prayed together,
and had a very happy meeting. They all seemed comforts
able. Twelve shillings sixpence was taken out of the
boxes in the three houses, twelve shillings one of the labor-
ers gave, and one pound one shilling had come in for
needlework done by the children. One of the sisters, who
'is engaged 1n the work, sent a message after me, not to
trouble myself about her salary, for she should not want
any for a twelvemonth.

Sept. 14. I met again this mornipg with the brethren
and sisters for prayer, as the Lord has not yet sent help.
After prayer one of the laborers gave me all the money he
had, sixteen shillings, saying that it would not be upright
to pray, if he were not to give what he had. One of the
sisters told me that in six days she would give me six
pounds, which she had in the savings-bank for such a time
of nced. Up to this day, the matrons of the three houses
had been In the habit of paying the bakers and the milk-
man weekly, because they had preferred to receive the pay-
ments in this way, and sometimes it had thus been also
with the butcher and grocer. But now, as the Lord deals
out to us by the day, we consider it would be wrong to go
on any longer in this way, as the week’s payment might
become due, and we have no money to meet it; and thus
those with whom we deal might be inconvenienced by us,
and we be found acting against the commandment of the
Lord, ¢ Owe no man anything.” (Rom. xiii. 8.) From this
day, and henceforward, whilst the Lord gives to us our
supplies by the day, we purpose, therefore to pay at once
for every article as it is purchased, and never to buy any-
thing except we can pay for it at once, however much it
may seem to be needed, and however much those with

g
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whom we deal may wish to be paid only by the week.
The little which was owed was paid off this day.

Sept. 15. Saturday. We met again this morning for
prayer. God comforts our hearts. We are looking for
help. I found that there were provisions enough for to-day
and to-morrow, but there was no money in hand to take in
bread as usual, in order that the children might not have
newly baked bread. This afternoon one of the laborersy
who had been absent for several days from Bristol, returned,
and gave one pound. This evening we met again for
prayer, when I found that ten shillings sixpence more had
come in since the morning. With this one pound ten
shillings sixpence we were able to buy, even this Saturday
evening, the usual quantity of bread (as it might be difficult
to get stale bread on Monday morning), and have some
money left. God be praised, who gave us grace to come to
the decision not to take any bread to-day, as usual, nor to
buy anything for which we cannot pay at once. We were
very comfortable, thankfully taking this money out of our
Father’s hands, as a proof that he still cares for us, and that,
in his own time, he will send us larger sums.
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CHAPTER X.

DELIVERANCE.
1838.

MPFRPLEXED BUT NOT IN DESPAIR”-— FAITH JUSTIFIED—A LESSON OF OBE:
DIENCE — BOUNTIFUL SUPPLIES —SPIRITUAL INGATHERING—A DAY OF
MERCIES — TIMELY AID — A SEASON OF PLENTY —OBEDIENCE REWARDED.

EPTEMBER 17. The trial still continues. It is
now more and more trying, even to faith, as each
day comes. But I am sure God will send help, if we
can but wait. One of the laborers had had alittle

money come in, of whichhe gave twelve shillings sixpence ;
another laborer gave eleven shillings eightpence, being all
the money she had left; this, with seventeen shillings six-
pence, which partly had come in, and partly was in hand,
enabled us to pay what needed to be paid, and to purchase
provisions, so that nothing yet, in any way, has been lack-

-ing. This evening I was rather tried respecting the long

delay of larger sums coming; but being led to go to the
Scriptures for comfort, my soul was greatly refreshed, and
my faith again strengthened, by Psalm xxxiv., so that I
went very cheerfully to meet with my dear fellow-laborers
for prayer. I read to them the Psalm, and sought to cheer
their hearts through the precious promises contained in it.
Sept. 18. Brother T. had twenty-five shillings in hand,
and I had three shillings. This one pound eight shillings
enabled us to buy the meat and bread which were needed, a
little tea for one of the houses, and milk for all; no more
than this is needed. Thus the Lord has provided not only
for this day, but there isbread for two days in hand. Now,
however, we are come to an extremity. The funds are ex-
158
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hausted. The laborers who had a little money have given
as long as they had any left. Now observe how the Lord
helped us! A lady from the neighborhood of London, who
brought a parcel with money from her daughter, arrived four
or five days since in Bristol, and took lodgings next door
to the Boys’ Orphan House. This afternoon she herself
kindly brought me the money, amounting to three pounds
two shillings and sixpence. We had been reduced so low
as to be on the point of selling those things which could be
spared ; but this morning I had asked the Lord, if it might
be, to prevent the necessity of our doing so. That the
money had been so near the Orphan Houses for several
days without being given, is a plain proof that it was from
the beginning in the heart of God to help us; but, because
he delights in the prayers of his children, he had allowed
us to pray so long; also to try our faith, and to make the
answer much the sweeter. It is indeed a precious deliver-
ance. I burst out into loud praises and thanks the first
moment I was alone after I had received the money. {
met with my fellow-laborers again this evening for prayer
and praise; their hearts were not a little cheered. This
money was this evening divided, and ‘will comfortably pro-
vide for all that will be needed to-morrow.!

Sept. 20. Morning. The Lord has again kindly sent in
a little. Last evening was given to me one shilling and
sixpence, and this morning one pound three shillings.
Evening. This eyening the Lord sent still further sup-
plies ; eight pounds eleven shillings and twopence halfpenny
came in, as a further proof that the Lord is not unmindful
of us. There was in the box of the Girls’ Orphan House

1In July, 1845, he thus refers to this day:— “I have been on'y once tried in
spirit, and that was on Sept. 18th, 1838, when, for the first time, the Lord seemed
not to regard our prayer. But when he did send help at that time, and I saw that
it was only for the trial of our faith, and not because he had forsaken the work,
that we were brought solow, my soul was so strengthened and encouraged, that
[ have not only not been allowed to distrust the Lord, but 7 Aave not even been casl
down when in the deepest poverty, since that time.”
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one pound one shilling, and in that of the Boys’ Orphan
House one pound seven shillings and twopence halfpenny.
One of the laborers, in accordance with her promise this
day week, gave six pounds three shillings. About eighteen
months ago she saw it right no longer to have money for
herself in the savings-bank, and she therefore, in her
heart, gave the money which she had there to the Orphan
Houses, intending to draw it in a time of need. Some
time since (she told me this evening) she drew a part of it
to buy several useful articles for the Orphan Houses ; now
the sum was reduced to six pounds. When she found out
the present need, she went this day week to the savings-
bank, and gave notice that she wished to draw her money
to-day.

Sept. 22. Both yesterday and to-day we have again
assembled for prayer and praise. We are in no immediate
want, but on the 29th, nineteen pounds ten shillings will
be due for the rent of the three Orphan Houses. To-day
there was only four shillings and sevenpence in hand for
the other objects of the institution, though it was the pay-
day for some of the teachers. My comfort was the living
God. During this weck he had helped me so repeatedly
and in such a remarkable way, as it rcgards the Orphan
Houses, that it would have been doubly sinful not to have
trusted in him for help under this fresh difficulty. No
money came in this morning. About two, the usual time
when the teachers are paid, a sovereigm was given, with
which I went immediately to brother T., who attends to
this part of the work, to pay, at least in part, the weekly
salaries. I found that he had received a sovereign in the
morning. By means of this sovercign, together with the
one which I had received just at the moment when i was
needed, we were helped through this day.

Sept 29. Saturday evening. Prayer has been made
for several days past respecting the rent, which is due this
day. I have been looking out for it, though [ knew not
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whence a shilling was to come. This morning brother T.
talled on me, and, as no money had come in, we prayed
together, and continued in supplication from ten till a
quarter to twelve. Twelve o’clock struck, the time when
the rent ought to have been paid, but no money had been
sent. For some days past I have repeatedly had a mis-
ziving, whether the Lord might not disappoint us, in order
hat we might be led to provide by the week, or the day, for
e rent. This is the second, and only the second, complete
ailure as to answers of prayer in the work, during the past
our years and six months. The first was about the half- .
rearly rent of Castle-Green school-rooms, due July 1, 1837,
which had come in only in part by that time. I am now
fully convinced that the rent ought to be put by daily or
weekly, as God may prosper us, in order that the work,
even as to this point, may be a testimony. May the Lord,
then, help us to act accordingly, and may he now mercifully
send in the means to pay the rent!

Oct. 2. Tuesday evening. The Lord’s holy name be
praised! He hath dealt most bountifully with us during
the last three days! The day before yesterday five pounds
came in for the orphans. O, how kind is the Lord!
Always before there has been actual want he has sent help
Yesterday came in one pound ten shillings more. Thus
the expenses of yesterday for housekeeping were defrayed,
The Lord helped me also to pay yesterday the nineteen
pounds ten shillings for the rent. The means for it were
thus obtained : One of the laborers had received through
his family ten pounds, and five pounds besides from a sister
in the Lord ; also some other money. Of this he gave six-
teen pounds, which, with the three pounds ten shillings
that were left of the above-mentioned five pounds, made up
nineteen pounds ten shillings, the sum which was needed.
This day we were again greatly reduced. There was no
money in hand to take in bread, as usual, for the Boys’ and

Infant Orphan Houses. But again the Lord helped A
14*
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sister who had arrived this afternoon from Swansea brought
one pound seven shillings, and one of the laborers sold an
article, by means of which he was able to give one pound
thirteen shillings. Thus we had three pounds, — one pound
for each house,— and could buy bread before the ddy was
over. Hitherto we have lacked nothing !

Oct. 9. To-day we were brought lower than ever. The
provisions would have lasted out only to-day, and the
money for milk in one of the houses could only be made
up by one of the laborers selling one of his books. The
matron in the Boys’ Orphan House had this morning two
shillings left. When in doubt whether to buy bread with
it, or more meat, to make up the dinner with the meat
which she had in the house, the baker called, and left three
quarterns of bread as a present. In this great need, some
money having been given to one of the laborers, he gave
two pounds of it, by which we were able to buy meat,
bread, and other provisions.

Oct. 10. The coals in the Infant Orphan House are out,
and nearly so in the other two houses. Also the treacle
casks in all the three houses are nearly empty. On this

- account we ask the Lord for fresh supplies.

Oct. 11. The * Father of the fatherless ” has again shown
his care over us. An orphan from Devonshire arrived last
evening. With her were sent two pounds five shillings and
sixpence. The sister who brought her gave also a silver
tea-pot, sugar-basin, and cream-jug, of the weight of forty-
eight ounces, having found true riches in Christ. There
were also in the boxes nine shillings. One of the laborers
paid for a ton of coals. We obtained sixteen pounds six-
teen shillings for the silver articles. Thus we were helped
<hrough the heavy expenses of the following days.

Oct. 12. . To-day seven brethren and sisters were added
to us in fellowship, and eight were proposed. May the
Lord send helpers for the work ! ,

Oct. 15. I knew that there would be money needed
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this morming for many things in the Orphan Houses, and
my heart was therefore lifted up to the Lord. Just when
I was going to meet my fellow-laborers for prayer, 1
received from Trowbridge four pounds. There had come
in also at the Orphan Houses seven shillings and three-
pence. To this one of the laborers added one pound
Thus T was enabled abundantly to supply all that was
wanted, and to pay for a cask of treacle and a ton of coals.
We are now, however, cast again on the love of our Loid
for further supplies, as there is-neither anything in hand,
nor have the laborers any more of their own to give.

Oct. 16. I was looking up to the Lord for help early this
morning, when, almost immediately afterwards, brother T.
came, and brought two silver tablespoons and six tea-
spoons, which had been left anonymously, yesterday after-
noon, at the Girls’ Orphan House. This afternoon I
received twelve pounds from Staffordshire.’

Oct. 22. To-day our funds were again quite low. In
the Infant Orphan House only twopence was left, and very
little in the other two houses. But the Lord most mani-
festly again answered prayer, by sending four pounds three
shillings and one penny.

Oct. 27. Thanks to our adorable Lord! this day also we
have not been confounded; for there were six shillings in
the box at the Infant Orphan House, and six shillings came

- in for things which had been given to be sold. To this one
of ‘he laborers added eighteen shillings. By means of this
one pound ten shillings we have been able to meet all
pressing demands, and to procure provisions for to-day and
to-morrow. :

Oct. 3¢ This has been again a. day of peculiar mercies
in reference to the funds. Whilst I was in prayer respect-
ing them a brother brought two and a quarter yards of
cloth. He had bought it for himself, but afterwards, consid-
ering that he had sufficient clothes, he gave it to be sold
for the orphans. This evening a sister gave me twenty
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pounds, ten of which were for the orphans and ten for the
other objects.

Nov. 7. The funds are now again completely exhausted.

" Nov. 13. This morning our want was again great. 1
have twenty pounds in hand, which have been put by for
rent, but, for the Lord’s honor, I would not take of it. Noth-
ng had come in, and the laborers had scarcely anything to
give. I went, however, to the Orphan IIouses to pray with
my fellow-laborers, and, if it might be, to comfort them,
and see what could be done. When I came there I found
that nineteen shillings and sixpence had come in this morn-
ing. On inquiry I heard that only two shillings and six-
pence more were needed to carry us through the day. This
one of the laborers was able to add of his own. Thus the
Lord has again helped us out of our difficulty. One of the
laborers gave some things which he could do without, and
another gave a workbox to be sold for the orphans. Before
this day has come to an end, the Lord has sent in one .
pound two shillings and fourpence more, so that we have
also a little for to-morrow.

Nov. 21. Never were we so reduced in funds as to-day.
There was not a single halfpenny in hand between the
matrons of the three houses. Nevertheless, there was a
good dinner, and by managing so as to help one another
with bread, ctc., there was a prospect of getting over this
day also; but for none of the houses had we the prospect
of being able to take in bread. When I left the brethren
and sisters at one o’clock, after prayer, I told them that we
must wait for help, and see how the Lord would deliver us
at this time. I was sure of help, but we were indeed strait-
ened. When I came to Kingsdown, I felt that I needed
more exercise, being very cold, wherefore I went not the
prearest way home, but round by Clarence-place. About
twenty yards from my house I met a brother who walked
back with me, and after a little conversation gave me ten
pounds to be handed over to the brethren, the deacons,
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towards providing the poor saints with coals, blankets, and
warm clothing ; also five pounds for the orphans, and five
pounds for the other objects of the Scriptural Knowledge
Institution. 'The brother had called twice while I was gone
to the Orphan Houses, and had I now been one half minute
later I should have missed him. But the Lord knew our
need, and therefore allowed me to meet him.

Nov. 24. This again has been a very remarkable day.
We had as little in hand this morning as at any time, and
yet several pounds were needed. But God, who is rich in
mercy, and whose word so positively declares that none
who trust in him shall be confounded, has helped us through
this day also. While I was in prayer about ten in the
morning, respecting the funds, I was informed that a gen-
tleman had called to see me. He came to inform me that
a lady had ordered three sacks of potatoes to be sent to the
Orphan Houses. Never could they have come more season-
ably. This was an encouragement to me to continue to
expect help. When I came to the prayer meeting, about
twelve o’clock, I heard that two shillings had come in, also
one pound for a guitar, which had been given for sale. The
payment for this guitar had been expected for many weeks.
It had been mentioned among us repeatedly that it might
come just at a time when we most needed it; and oh, how
true ! But with all this we could not have put by the rents
for this week, amounting to thirty shillings. One of the
laborers therefore gave his watch to the orphan fund, under
this condition, that should the Lord not enable us before
Dec. 21 to make up this deficiency, it should be sold, but
not otherwise, as he needs it in the Lord’s service. [A few
days after the Lord gave the means to put by the thirty
shillings, aad thirty shillings besides for the next week’s
rent.] Thus the Lord helped us through ¢his day, and with
it brought us to the close of one more week.

Nov. 28. This is perhaps of all days the most remark
able as yet, so far as it regards the funds. When I was ir
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prayer this morning respecting them, I was enabled firmly
-to belicve that the Lord would send help, though all seemed
dark as to natural appearances. At twelve o’clock I met
a8 usnal with the brethren and sisters for prayer. There
had come in only one shilling, which was left last evening
anonymously at the Infant Orphan IIouse, and which, ex-
cept twopence, had already becn spent, on account of the
" great need. I heard also that an individual had gratuit-
ously cleaned the timepiece in the Infant Orphan House,
and had offered to keep the timepieces in the three houses
1 repair. Thus the Lord gave even in this a little encour-
agement, and a proof that he is still mindful of us. On
inquiry I found that there was everything needful for the
dinner in all the three houses ; but neither in the Infant nor
Boys’ Orphan Houses was there bread enough for tea, nor
money to buy milk. Lower we had never been, and per-
haps never so low. We gave ourselves. now unitedly to
prayer, laying the case in simplicity before the Lord.
Whilst in prayer there was a knock at the door, and one of
the sisters went out. After the two brethren who labor in
the Orphan Houses and I had prayed aloud, we continued
for a while silently in prayer. As to myself, I was lifting
up my heart to the Lord to make a way for our escape, and
in order to know if there were any other thing which I
could do with a good conscience, besides waiting on him,
so that we might have food for the children. At last we
- rose from our knees. I said, ¢“God will surely send help.”
The words had not quite passed over my lips, when I per-
ceived a letter lying on the table, which had been brought
whilst we were in prayer. It was from my wife, containing
another letter from a brother with ten pounds for the
orphans. The evening before last I was asked by a brother
whether the balance in hand for the orphans would he as
great this time, when the accounts would be made up, as
the last time. My answer was that it would be as great as
the Lord pleased. The next morning this hrother was
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moved to remember the orphans, and to send to-day ten
pounis, which arrived after I had left my house, and whicn,
on account of our need, was forwarded immediately to me.
The brother who sent the ten pounds for the orphans sent
likewise ten pounds to be divided between brother Craix
and me, with the object of purchasing new clothes for
ourselves.

Dec. 6. This afternoon I received one hundred pounds
from a sister,— fifty for the orphans, and fifty for the
school, Bible, and missionary fund. This same sister, who
earns her bread with her own hands, had given, on October
5, 1837, fifty pounds towards the Boys’ Orphan House, and
gave for the necessities of the poor saints, in August,
1838, one hundred pounds more; for she had been made
willing to act out those precious exhortations: ¢ Iaving
food and raiment, let us be therewith content.” ¢ Sell
that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth
not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.”
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal.” Respect
ing the fifty pounds which have been given of this sum for
the school, Bible, and missionary fund, it is worthy of
remark, that we would not order reference Bibles till we
had the means. We had repeatedly prayed respecting this
want of Bibles, and particularly again this morning. It
had been also much laid on our hearts to-day to request
that the Lord would enable us to have the Report printed,
which we could not do unless he first sent the means.
Lastly, we had also repeatedly asked him to supply us so
largely, if it were his will, as that at the time of the public
meetings we might be able to speak again of abundance.
For though for some months past the time has been fixed
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for the public meetings, without any reference to the state
of thie funds, nevertheless, it might Lave had the appear-
ance that we had convened the brethren for the sake of tell-
ing them about our poverty, and thus to induce them to

give.

Dec. 11,12,and 13. On the evenings of these three days
there were public meetings, at which I gave an account of
the Lord’s dealing with us in reference ta, the Orphan
Houses and the other objects of the Scriptural Knowledge
Institution. As the work, and particularly that of the
Orphan Houses, was begun for the benefit of the church at
large, it appeared well to us that from time to time it
should be publicly stated how the Lord had dealt with us
in reference to it; and as, on Dec. 9, the third year had
bLeen completed since the commencement of the orphan
work, this seemed to be a suitable time for having these
meetings.

I notice briefly the following particulars respecting the first three
objeets of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution. 1. There is at pres-
ent — December, 1838 — a Sunday school supported by it, which con-
tains four hundred and sixty-three children. This part of the work
calls for particular thanksgiving; for during these last eighteen
months the number of the children has been nearly three times as
great as it used to be. Five of the scholars have been converted
within the last two years, and are now in fellowship with the church,
and three of them are teachers in the school. 2. There is in con-
nection with the Institution an adult school, in which, since the com-
mencement of the work, above one hundred and twenty adults have
been instructed, and in which at present twelve are taught to read.
8. The Institution has entirely supported, since its commencement,
several day schools for poor children, and within the last two years
six of such, — three for boys and three for girls. The number of all
the children that have had schooling in the day schools through the
medium of the Institution, since its formation, amounts to 1,634; the
number of those at present in the six days schools is 342. 4. During
the last two years there have been circulated 1,884 copies of the
Scriptures in connection with the Institution, and since the beginning
of the work, March 5, 1834, 5,078 copies. 5. For missionary pur-
poses have been laid out £74, 18s. 4d. 6. The total of the income
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for the first three objects, during the last two years, was
£1,129,413s. 1d. ; the total of the expense, £1,111, 13s. 73d.

There are, at present 86 orphans in the three houses, <. e., 31 in the
Girls’ Orphan House, 81 in the Infant Orphan House, and 24 in the
Boys’ Orphan House. The whole number of orphans who have been
ander our care from April 11, 1836, to Dec. 9, 1838, amounts to
110. .

The total of the income for the orphans, from Dec. 9, 1836, to
Dce. 9, 1838, has amounted to £1,341, 4s. 7d.; the total of the
expepses to £1,664, 4s. 03d. There was two years ago a balance of
£378, 4s. 84d. in hand, and now the balance is £50, 5s. 8d.

Dec. 16. There was a paper anonymously put into the
box at Bethesda Chapel containing four pounds ten shillings.
In the paper was written, ¢ For the rent of the Orphan
Houses, from Dec 10 to Dec. 81, 1838. ¢ Oh, taste and see
that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in
him!’” In order that the reader may be able to enter into
the value of this donation, I would request him to read
over once more what I wrote under ¢ Sept. 29” of this
year. [The individual who gave these four pounds ten
shillings for the rent of the Orphan Houses for the first
three weeks after the public meetings, at which the matter
about the rent, for the instruction of the brethren, was fully
stated, continued for three years, up to Dec. 10, 1841, to
give regularly, but anonymously, one pound ten shillings a
week for the same purpose, which was exactly the sum
required every week for the rent of those three houses.
Thus the Lord rewarded our faithfulness in carrying oui the
light which he had given us. But the chief blessing
resulting from this circumstance I consider to be this, —
that several brethren, who earn their bread by the labor of
their hands, have learned through this circumstance that it
is the will of the Lord they should lay by their rent weekly.
1 beseech those brethren who are not pursuing this course
to do so, and they will soon prove by experience the benefit
of acting on scriptural principles even as it regards this
life.]
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Dec. 17. To-day eleven brethren and sisters were pro-
posed for fellowship.

Dec. 20. As the expenses for the orphans have been
above forty-seven pounds within the last six days, and as
but little above thirteen pounds have come in, and as the
money for printing the Report had to be kept back, in orde=
that we might not be in debt, we were again to-day very
low in funds, though it is but six days since the public
meetings. As I knew that to-morrow several pounds would
be needed to supply the matrons, I gave myself this morn-
ing to prayer. About a quarter of an hour afterwards I
received three pounds, the payment of a legacy left by a -
sister, who fell asleep in Jesus several months since, in Ire-
land. Besides this I received from the brother through
whom the legacy was paid, two pounds ten shillings for the.
orphan fund. With these five pounds ten shillings I hope to
be able to meet the expenses of to-morrow.

Dec. 22. A solemn day. I received to-day the informa-
tion that my brother died on October 7. ¢ Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right?” must be the stay of the
believer at such a time, and, by grace, it is my stay now
I know that the Lord is glorified in my brother, whatever
his end has been. May the Lord make this event a lasting
blessing to me, especially in leading me to earnestness in
prayer for my father.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1838.

1. As to the church. There are 405 at present in fellowship with
u8; 61 having been added last year, of whom 36 have been brought
‘among us to the knowledge of the truth. .

2. As to my temporal supplies. The Lord has been pleased to give
me during the past year £350, 4s. 8d.

During no period of my life had I such need of means, on account
of my own long illness and that of my dear wife, and on account of the
wmany and particular calls for means, as during the past year; but




1888. DELIVERANCE. 171

also during no period of my life has the Lord so richly supplied me.
Truly, it must be manifest to all that I have served a most kind Mag-
ter, during this year also. and that, even for this life, it is by far the
best thing to seek to act according to the mind of the Lord as to tem«

poral things!



CHAPTER X1

ASKING AND RECEIVING.
1839,

RELP FOR THE POOR SAINTS —THE UNFAILING BANK — MEANS EXHAUSTED =
LIBERALITY OF A LABORING SISTER—‘HE KNOWETH OUR FRAME” —
REDEEMING THE TIME — GODLINESS PROFITADLE UNTO ALL THINGS.

QY[ ANUARY 1, 2, and 3, 1839. We have had three

especial church prayer meetings these three days.

The year commenced with mercies. In the first

hour of the year there came in for the orphans

two pounds seven shillings, which were given after our usual

prayer meeting on Dec. 31, which this time lasted from
sevcn in the evering till after midnight.

Jan. 20. For some time past it has appeared to me that
the words, * Ye have the poor with you always, and when-
soever ye will ye may do them good,” which the Lord spoke
to his disciples, who were themselves very poor, imply that
the children of God, as such, have power with God to bring
temporal blessings upon poor saints or poor unbelievers
through the instrumentality of prayer. Accordingly, I
have been led to ask the Lord for means to assist peor
saints ; and at different times he has stirred up his children
to intrust me with sums both large and small, for that
especial object; or has, by some means or other, put money
at my disposal, which I might so use. In like manner I
had been asking again for means, a few days since, to be
able more extensively to assist the poor saints in commu-
nion with us, as just now many of them are not merely
tried Ly the wsual temporal difficulties arising from its
being winter, but especially from the high price of bread

173
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And now this evening the Lord has given me the answer to
my prayer. When I came home from the meeting I found.
a brother at my house who offered to give me ten pounds a
week, for twelve weeks, towards providing the poor saints
with coals and needful articles of clothing, but chiefly with
bread. [Accordingly, this brother sent me, two days after-
wards, one hundred and twenty pounds, whereby vefy many,
especially poor widows, were greatly assisted, chiefly with
flour and bread. This money just lasted till the price of
bread was reduced from ninepence halfpenny to sevenpence
halfpenny.]

Feb. 7. This day has been one of the most remarkable
days as it regards the funds. There was no money in hand.
I was waiting upon God. I had asked him repeatedly, but
no supplies came. Brother T. called, between eleven and
twelve o’clock, to tell me that about one pound two shil-
lings would be needed, to take in bread for the three Houses
and to meet the other expenses; but we had only twe
shillings ninepence, which yesterday had been taken out of
the boxes in the Orphan ITouses. He went to Clifton to
make arrangements for the reception of the three orphans’
of ‘our Sister Loader, who fell asleep on the fourth; for,
though we have no funds in hand, the work goes on, and
our confidence is not diminished. I therefore requested
him to call, on his way back from Clifton, to see whether
the Lord might have sent any money in the mean time.
When he came I had received nothing, but’ one of the
laborers, having five shillings of his own, gave it. It was
now four o’clock. I knew not how the sisters had got
through the day. Toward the close of the day I went to
the Girls’ Orphan Ilouse, to meet with the brethren for
prayer. When I arrived there I found that a box had come
for me from Barnstable. The carriage was paid, else there
would have been no money to pay for it. (See how the
Lord’s hand is in the smallest matters!) The box was

opened, and it contained, in a letter from o sister, ten
15*
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pounds, of which eight pounds was for the orphans, and two
pounds for the Bible Fund ; from brethren at Barnstable,
two pounds’ eleven shillings twopence ; and from another
brother, five shillings. Besides this, there were in the box
four yards of merino, three pairs of new shoes, two pairs
of new socks ; also six books for sale ; likewise a gold pen-
cil-case, two gold rings, two gold drops of earrings, a neck-
lace and a silver pencil-case. On inquiry how the sisters
had been carried through the day, I found it thus: every-
thing was in the houses which was needed for dinner.
After dinner a lady from Thornbury came and bought on¢
of my Narratives and one of the Reports, and gave three
shillings besides. About five minutes afterwards the baker
came to the Boys’ Orphan House. The matron of the
Girls’ Orphan House, seeing him, went immediately with
the six shillings sixpence which she had just received (to
prevent his being sent away, as there was no money in
hand at the Boys’ Orphan House), and bought bread to the
amount of four shillings sixpence. The two remaining
shillings, with the little which was in hand, served to buy
bread for the Girls’ Orphan House. By the donations sent
in the box I was enabled to give a rich supply to the
matrons before the close of the day.

Feb. 13. This evening five pounds were given me, which
had come in under the following circumstances: A gentle-
man and lady visited the Orphan Houses, and met at the
Boys’ Orphan House two ladies who were likewise visiting.
One of the ladies said to the matron of the Boys’ Orphan
House, ¢ Of course you cannot carry on these Institutions
without a good stock of funds.” The gentleman, turning
to the matron, said, ¢ Have you a good stock?” She re-
plied, ¢ Our funds are deposited in a bank which cannot
break.” The tears came into the eyes of the inquiring lady.
The gentleman, on leaving, gave to the master of the boys
five pounds, which came in when I had not a penny in hand.

March 5. To-day, however, I knew that there would be
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agsin several pounds required, as, besides the daily pro-
visions, there were coals needed, the treacle casks in two
houses were empty, and there were but five shillings in hand.
I gave myself therefore to prayer this morning. WaiLsT I
WAS IN PRAYER Q. Q. sent a check for seven pounds ten
shillings.

April 13. I conversed with another of the orphans, who
seems to have been truly converted, and who has walked
consistently for many months. To-morrow she will be
united with the saints in communion.

April 14. To-day five pounds eightpence came in for
the orphans, one pound of which is one of the most remark-
able gifts that we have ever had. A poor brother, with a
large family and small wages, — there are eight in the fam-
ily, and he had fiftcen shillings wages till lately, when they
were raised to eighteen shillings, — put by this money by
little and little of what was given him by his master for
beer. Thig brother, who was converted about five years
ago, was before that time a notorious drunkard.

July 2. To-day were given to me, when there was not one
shilling in hand, fifty pounds, for the school, Bible, and
missionary fund.

July 15. Monday. To-day two pounds seven shillings
threepence were needed for the orphans, but we had nothing.
How to obtain the mecans for a dinner, and for what else
was needed, I knew not. My heart was perfectly at peace,
and unusually sure of help, though I knew not in the least
whence it was to come. Before brother T.came, I received
a letter from India, written in May, with an order for fifty
pounds for the orphans. I had said last Saturday to brothe:
T. that it would be desirable to have fifty pounds, as the
salaries of all my fellow-laborers are due, the three treacle
casks empty, all the provision stores exhausted, several
articles of clothing needed, and worsted for the boys to go
on with their knitting.

Aug. 22. In my morning walk, when I was reminding
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the Lord of our need, I felt assured that he would send
help this day. My assurance sprang from our need , for
there seemed no way to get through the day without help
being sent. After breakfast I considered whether there was
anything which might be turned into money for the dear
children. Among other things there came under my hands
a number of religious pamphlets which had been given for
the benefit of the orphans; but all seemed not nearly
enough to meet the necessities of the day. In this our deep
poverty, after I had gathered together the few things for
sale, a sister, who earns her bread by the labor of her hands,
brought eighty-two pounds. This sister had seen it to be
binding upon believers in our Lord Jesus to act out his
commandments : ¢ Sell that ye have (sell your possessions)
and give alms,” Luke xii. 33 ; and ** Lay not up for your-
selves treasures upon earth,” Matt. vi. 19. Accordingly,
she had drawn her money out of the bank and stocks, being
two hundred and fifty pounds, and had brought it to me at
three different times, for the benefit of the orphans, the
Bible, missionary, and school fund, and the poor saints.
About two months ago she brought me one hundred pounds
more, being the produce of some other possessions which
she had sold, the half of which was to be used for the
school, Bible, and missionary fund, and the other half for
the poor saints. This eighty-two pounds which™ she has
Yrought to-day is the produce of the sale of her last earthly-
vossession. [At the time I am preparing this fifth edition
for the press, more than sixteen years have passed away
and this sister has never expressed the least regret as to
the step she took, but goes on quietly laboring with her
hands to earn her bread.] ]
~ Sept. 4 I have been led to pray whether it is the Lord’s
will that [ should leave Bristol for a season, as I have for
the last fortnight been suffering from indigestion, by which
my whole system is weakened, and thus the nerves of my
head are more than usually affected. There are, however.
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two hindrances in the way, — want of means for the
orphans, and want of means for my own personal expenses
Fo-day I have received a check from Q. Q. for seven
pounds ten shillings for the orphans, which came, therefore,
very seasonably. Also four pounds besides have come in
since the day before yesterday. '

Sept. 5. To-day a sister sent me five pounds for myself,
to be used for the benefit of my health. She had heard that
my health is again failing. I do not lay by money for such
purposes ; but whenever I really need means, whether for
myself or others, the Lord sends them, in answer to prayer;
for he had in this case again given me prayer respecting
means for myself, and for the orphans, that my way might
be made plain as to leaving Bristol for a season.

Sept. 7. Trowbridge. This has been a very good day.
1 have had much communion with the Lord. How kind to
take me from the work in Bristol for a season, to give me
more communion with himself! I remembered the Lord’s
especial goodness to me in this place at the commencement
of last year. IIow kind has he also been since! I prayed
much for myself, for the church at large, for the saints here
and in Bristol, for my unconverted relatives, for my dear
wife, and that the Lord would supply my own temporal
aecessities, and those of the orphans; and I know that he
hasheard me. Iamsurrounded withkind friendsin the dear
saints, under whose roof I am, and feel quite at home. My
room is far better than I need; yet an easy chair in this my
weak state of body, to kneel before in prayer, would have
added to my comfort. In the afternoon, without having a
hint about it, I found an easy chair put into my room. I
was struck with the kindness, the especial kindness of my
heavenly Father, in being mindful of the smallest wants
and comforts of his child. Ilaving had more prayer than
usual, I found that my intercourse with the saints at tea was
with unction, and more than usually profitable.

Sept. 9. I returned to Bristol, to go from hence to
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morrow to Exeter, if the Lord permit, on account of my
bealth. I had been eatnestly asking the Lord, while I was
staying at Trowbridge that he would be pleased to sendiin
supplies for the orphans before I go into Devonshire, and I
had the fullest assurance that means would come in before
I left Bristol. I therefore asked my wife, on my return,
how much had come in, and found that it was only eight .
pounds nine shillings seven and three-fourths pence. This
was not nearly as much as I had expected, and would not
answer the end for which I had particularly asked means,
i. e., that I might be able to leave enough for several days.
My reply, therefore, was according to the faith given to
me, and judging from the earnestness and confidence of my
prayer -that the Lord would send more before I left. About
an hour after, brother Craik brought me ten pounds, and
also a letter, in which the arrival of a large box full of
articles, to be sold for the benefit of the orphans, is
announced.

Upon his return from his journey, Mr. M. writes : —

During my stay at Plymouth, I was stirred up afresh to
early rising, a blessing, the results of which I have not lost
since. That which led me to it was the example of the
brother in whose house I was staying, and a remark which
he made in speaking on the sacrifices in Leviticus, ¢ that
as not the refuse of animals was to be offered up, so tie
best part of our time should be especially given to commun-
ion with the Lord.” I had been, on the whole, rather an
early riser during former years. But since the nerves of
"my head had been so weak, I thought that, as the day was
long enough for my strength, it would be best for me not
to rise early, in order that thus the nerves of my head
might have the longer quiet. On this account I rose only
between six and seven, and sometimes after seven. For
the same reason also I brought myself purposely into the
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habit of sleeping a quarter of an hour, or half an hour, after
dinner: as I thought I found bencfit from it, in quieting
the nerves of my head. In this way, however, my soul had
suffered more or less every day, and sometimes consider
ably, as now and then unavoidable work came upon me
before I had had sufficient time for prayer and reading the
word. After I had heard the remark to which I have
alluded, I determined that, whatever my body might suffer,
I would no longer let the most precious part of the day
pass away while I was in bed. By the grace of God I was
enabled to begin the very next day to rise earlier, and have
centinued to rise early since that time. I allow myself
now about seven hours’ sleep, which, though I am far from
b+ing strong, and have much to tire me mentally, I find is
quite sufficient to refresh me. In addition to this I gave
up the sleeping after dinner. The result has been that I
have thus been able to procure long and precious seasons
for prayer and meditation before breakfast ; and as to my
body, and the state of the nervous system in particular, T
have been much better since. Indeed, I believe that the
very worst thing I could have done for my weak nerves
was to have lain an hour or more longer in bed than I used
to do before my illness; for it was the very way to keep
them weak. As this may fall into the hands of some chil-
dren of God who are not in the habit of rising early, I make
a few more remarks on the subject.

L. It might be asked, how much time shall I allow my-
self for rest? The answer is, that no rule of universal ap-
plication can be given, as all persons do not require the
same measure of sleep, and also the same persons, at differ-
ent times, according to the strength or weakness of their
body, may require more or less. Females also, being gen-
erally weaker in body, require more sleep than males. Yet,
from what I can learn, it is the opinion of medical persons
that men in health do not require more than between six
and seven hours’ sleep, and females no more than between
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seven and eight hours; so that it would be rather an ez
ception for a man to require more than seven and a woman
more than eight hours. But my decided advice, at the
same time, is, that children of God would be careful not to
allow themselves too little sleep, as thére are few men who
can do with less than six hours’ sleep, and yet be well in
body and mind, and few females who can do with less than
seven hours. Certain if is that for a long time, as a young
man, before I went to the university, I went to bed regu-
larly at ten and rose at four, studied hard, and was in good
health ; and certain also, that since I have allowed myself
only about seven hours, from the time of my visit at Ply-
mouth in Oct. 1839, I fiave been much better in body, and
in my nerves in particular, than when I was eight or
eight hours and a half in bed.

II. If it be asked, But why should I rise early? The
reply is, « To remain too long in bed” is, 1. Waste of time,
which is unbecoming a saint, who is bought by the precious
blood of Jesus, with his ¢ime and all he has, to be used for
the Lord. If we sleep more than is needful for the refresh-
ment of the body, it is wasting the time with which
the Lord has intrusted us as a talent, to be used for his
glory, for our own benefit, and the benefit of the saints
and the unbelievers around us. 2. To remain too long in
bed ¢njures the body. Just as when we take too much food,
we are injured thereby, so as it regards sleep. Medical per-
sons would readily allow that the lying longer in bed than
is needful for the strengthening of the body does weaken
it. 8. It injures the soul. The lying too long in bed
not merely keeps us from giving the most precious part of
the day to prayer and meditation, but this sloth leads also
0 many other evils. Any one need but make the experi.
ment of spending one, two, or three hours in prayer and
meditation before breakfast, either in his room, or with his
Bible in his hand in the fields, and he will soon find out the
beneficial effect which earlv rising has upon the outward
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and inward man. I beseech all my brethren and sisters
into whose hands this may fall, and who are not in the
habit of rising early, to make the trial, and they will praise
the Lord for having done so.

III. It may lastly be said, But how shall I set about ris-
ing early? My advice is, 1. Commence at once, delay it
not. To-morrow begin to rise. 2. Butdo not depend upon
your own strength. This may be the reason why before
this you may have begun to rise early, but have given it
up. As surely as you depend upon your own strength in
this matter, it will come to nothing. In every good work
we depend upon the Lord, and in this thing we shall feel
especially how weak we are. If any one rises, that he may
give the time which he takes from sleep to prayer and med-
itation, let him be sure that Satan will try to put obstacles
into the way. 3. Do trust in the Lord for help. You will
honor him if you expect help from him in this matter. Give
yourself to prayer for help, expect help, and you will have
it. 4. Use, however, in addition to this, the following
means: a. Go early to bed. If you stay up late, you can-
not rise early. Let no society and no pressure of engage-
ments keep you from going habitually early to bed. If you
fail in this, you neither can nor ought to get up early, as
your body requires rest. Keep also particularly in mind,
that neither for the body nor soul is it the same thing
whether you go to bed late and rise late, or whether you go
to bed early and rise early. Even medical persons will
tell you how injurious it is to sit up late, and to spend the
morning hours in bed ; but how much more important still
is it to retire early and to rise early, in order to make sure
of time for prayer and meditation before the business of the
day commences, and to devote to those exercises that part
of our time when the mind and the body are most fresh, in
order thus to obtain spiritnal strength for the conflict, the
trials, and the work of the day. b. Let some one ca'l you,
if possible, at the time which you have determined before

16
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God that you will rise; or procure, what is still better, an
alarum, by which you may regulate almost to a minute the
time when you wish to rise. For about twelve shillings a
little German clock with an alarum may be bought almost
in every town. Though I have very many times been
awakened by the Lord, in answer to prayer, almost to the

. minute when I desired to 1:se; yet I thought it well to pro-
cure an alarum to assist me in my purpose of rising early ;
not indeed as if it could give the least help, without the
Lord’s blessing, for I should remain in bed notwithstand-
ing the noise of the alarum, were he not to give me grace
to rise; but simply looking upon it as a means. c¢. Rise
at once when you are awake. Remain not a minute longer
in bed, else you are likely to fall asleep. d. Be not dis-
couraged by fecling drowsy and tired in consequence of
your rising early. This will soon wear off. You will after
a few days feel yourself stronger and fresher than when
you used to lie an hour or two longer than you needed.
e. Allow yourself always the same hours for sleep. Make
no change except sickness oblige you.

On December 10, 11, and 12 we had public meetings, at
which the account of the Lord’s dealings with us in refer-
ence to the Orphan Iouses and the other objects of the
Scriptural Knowledge Institution was given. It is now —
December 10, 1839 — five years and nine months since the
Scriptural Knowledge Institution has been in operation.

During the last year also, 1. We have been enabled to continue to
provide all the needful expenses connected with the six day schools,
three for boys and three for girls. The number of the children who.
are at present in them amounts to 286. The number of all the chil-
dren that have had schooling in the day schools, through the medium
of the Institution, since its formation, amounts to 1,795. 2. There are
at present 226 children in the Sunday school. 3. There are 14
taught to read in the adult school, and there have been about 130
adults instructed in that school since the formation of the Institution.
4. There have been circulated, during the last year, 514 copies of the
Scriptures, and 5,592 since March 5, 1834. 5. There have been laid
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out, during ths last year, £91, 6s. for missionary purposes. 6. There
have been received into the three Orphan Houses, from December 9,
1838, to December 9, 1839, 16 orphans. There are at present 96
. orphans in the three houses. The number of all the orphans who
- have been under our care from April 11, 1836, to December 9, 1839,
amounts to 126.

For the Orphan Houses, without any one having been asked for
anything by us, the sum of £3,067, 8s. 94d. has been given, entirely
asthe resull of prayer to God, from the commencement of the work
up to December 9, 1839.

The total of the expenses connected with the objects of the Institu-
tion, exclusive of the Orphan Houses, from November 19, 1838, to
November 19, 1839, is £542, 13s. The balance in hand on November
19, 1839, was 18s. 5d. S

The total of the expenses connected with the three Orphan Iouses,
from December 9, 1838, to December 9, 1839, is £960, 9s. 2]d. The
balance in hand on December 9, 1839, was £46, 8s. 1d.

Dec. 81. My health is much better than for years. My mental
powers also are as good as they have been at any time during the last
three years. I ascribe this to God’s blessing, through the instrumen-
tality of early rising, and plunging my head into cold water when I
rise.

1. As to the church: During the last year have been added 115;
of whom 34 have been brought to the knowledge of the Lord among
us.

2. Asto my temporal supplies, the Lord has been pleased to give
me, during the past year, £318, 2s. 5d.
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after midnight, I received a paper with some money

sealed up in it for the orphans. A few minutes

afterwards, I remembered that the individual who
gave it was in debt, and ¥ was aware that she had been
repeatedly asked by her creditors for payment. Iresolved,
therefore, without opening the paper, to return it, as no cne
has a right to give whilst in debt. This was done when 1
knew there was not enough in hand to meet the expenses cf the
day. About eight this morning, a brother brought five
pounds, which he had received just then from his mother,
for the orphans. Observe, the brother is led to bring it at
once!

Jan. 25. I have been much in prayer this week about
going to Germany : 1. To see certain brethren who purpose
to go as missionaries to the IEast Indies; and, 2. To sec my
father once more. I am led to go just now, instead of de-
laying it, because my health is again so failing that it seems
desirable I should leave Bristol at all events; and thus I
could continue to serve in the work of the Lord, and yet
attend to the benefit of my health at the same time. Lord,
keep me from making a mistake in this matter !

184 .

% ANUARY 1, 1840. This morning, about one hour
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Mr. Miiller's absence lasted from Feb. 8 to March 9.
Under the latter date he writes: —

During the whole time of my absence the Lord not only
supplied all the need of the orphans, but on my return I
found more in hand than there was when I left. The dona-
tions, which came in during my absence, amount to between
cighty and ninety pounds.

-March 26. On the 17th of this month I received the
following letter from a brother who several times had been
used by the Lord as an instrument in supplying our need,
and who also, two months since, sent thirty pounds.

“T have received a little money from Have you
any present need for the Institution under your care? I
know you do not ask, except indeed of Him whose work
you are doing: but to answer when asked seems another
thing, and a right thing. I have a reason for desiring to
know the present state of your means towards the objects
you are laboring to serve, viz., should you not kave need,

other departments of the Lord’s work, or other people of

the Lord, may have need. Kindly then inform me, and to
what amount, ¢. e., what amount you at this present time
need, or can profitably lay out.”

At the time when this letter came we were indeed in need.

Nevertheless, I considered that, as I havehithertoacted (i. e., -

telling the Lord alone about our need), I ought to continue
to do, as otherwise the principal object of the work, to
be a help to the saints generally, by seeking to lead them
to increased dependence upon God alone, through this
Institution, would be frustrated. I answered therefore the
letter in substance as follows : —

¢ Whilst I thank you for your love, and whilst I agree
with you, that, in general, there is a difference between
asking for money and answering when asked, nevertheless
in our case I feel not at liberty to speak about the state of
our funds, as the primary object of the work in my hands

16*
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is to lead those who are weak in faith to see that there is
reality in dealing with God alone.”

After having sent off the answer, I was again and again
led to pray to the Lord in this way: ¢ Lord, thou knowest
that for thy sake I did not tell this brother about our need.
Now, Lord, show afresh that there is reality in speaking to
thee only about our need, and speak therefore to this
brother, so that he may help us.”

To-day, in answer to this my request, this brother sent
one hundred pounds. Thus I have means for establishing
the infant school, and for ordering more Bibles. Also the
orphans are again supplied for a week ; for when the money
came in, there was not one penny in hand for them.

April 7. This evening I received information from my
little half brother that my dear father died on March 30.
During no period did I pray more frequently or more
earnestly for the conversion of my dear aged parent than
during the last year of his life ; but, at all events, it did not
please the Lord to let me see the answer to my prayers.

April 9. We are on the point of sending some money to
the East Indies for missionary objects. Wiilst I was on
my knees respecting this ob_]ect five pounds was brought
for it.

May 3. Last evening a brother was baptlzed who on
the first Lord’s day of this year came with his intended
wife to Bethesda Chapel. Both were in an unconverted
state. Only since April 1, forty-one persons have come to
us to speak about their souls.

May 8. There are four believers staying at my house,
and to-day we had only a few shillings of our own money
left. I gave myself, therefore, to prayer for means for our
own persohal expenses. In answer to my request, I
received this morning five pounds.

May 10. To-day five of the orphans were baptized.
There are now fourteen of them in fellowship.

May 26. Nothing had come in. My engagements kept



1840, PLENTY AND WANT. 187

me from going to the Orphan House till seven in the
evening, when the laborers met together for prayer. When
we met I found that one of them had given seventeen
shillings, which had been divided between the three houses.
This, with the little which had been left yesterday, had pro-
cured all necessary articles. We are now very poor.

May 27. We met for prayer at eleven this morning. No
money had come in, but there was enough for dinner in all
the houses. This morning the last coals were used in the
Infant Orphan ITouse, and in the Boys’ Orphan House there
were only enough for to-day, and there was no money in
band to buy more. In this our need T. P. C. sent a load
of coals. We purpose to meet again at four this afternoon.
May the Lord graciously be pleased to send help in the
mean time !

Evening. The Lord has had mercy! A person bought
some days since several articles, which had been given to
be sold for the benefit of the orphans, and owed six pounds
fifteen shillings. This morning I asked the Lord to incline
his heart to bring the money, or part of it, as we were in
such need. Just as I was going to meet for prayer with
my fellow-laborers this afternoon, he came and brought
four pounds. But our kind Father showed us still further
to-day that only for the trial of our faith he had for a season
withheld supplies ; for there were given this evening, with
Eeccles. ix. 10, five pounds. There came in also nine shil-
lings for articles which had been put into the hand of a
sister, who has taken on her the service of disposing of
articles which-are given for sale. Thus the day which had
begun in prayer, ended in praise. But there is one thing
more to be recorded respecting this day, as precious or more
80 than what h1s been said : I was to-day informed that the
Lord had begun to stir up several of the boys to care about
their souls.

June 17. For several days past I had been very poor in
reference to my own temporal necessities, as well as in ref-
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erence to the orphans. To-day we were especially poor, in
both respects ; but our kind Father remembered not merely
the need of the orphans, but gave me also some money for
my own personal expenses. The same sister just re-
ferred to, who brought five pounds ten shillings sixpence
for the orphans, brought me also seven pounds for myself.

June 22. To-morrow, the Lord willing, I purpose, with
my wife, to accompany the three German brethren and the
five German sisters to Liverpool, who purpose to sail from
thence. Under these circumstances it is desirable to leave
at least a little money behind. This desire of my heart the
Lord has granted; for this morning D. C. gave me five
pounds, and there came in by sale of articles ten shillings
fivepence. In the evening a sister, who has left Bristol
to-day, sent me by her mother five pounds.

During the absence of Mr. M., the wants of the orphans
were supplied in a wonderful manner. To mention but
one instance, at a time when there was extreme need, a
poor German missionary, just embarking for a heathen
land, gave six pounds ten shillings, being his all.

The following event came to bhis notice during his
journey : —

About Oct., 1837, I sent some Bibles and forty-six copies -
of my Narrative to a brother in Upper Canada, wno, in
dependence upon the Lord for temporal supplies, is labor-
ing as a missionary in that country. About eighteen
wmonths afterwards I heard that this box had not arrived.
I had reason to think that the broker had never sent off
the box. My comfort, however, was, that though this poor
sinner had acted thus, yet the Lord, in his own place and
way, would use the Bibles and my Narratives. Now,
almost immediately after my arrival in Liverpool, a brother
told me that several persons wished to hear me preach whe
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had read my Narrative; and that he knew a considerable
number had been bought by a brother, a bookseller, from
pawnbrokers, and sold again; and that some also had been
ordered from London when there was no more to be had
otherwise. It was thus evident that the ship-broker pawned
these Narratives before he absconded; but the Lord used
them as I had hoped.

Aug. 1. A few days since a brother was staying with me,
on his way to his father, whom he had not seen for above
two years, and who was greatly opposed to him, on account
of the decided steps which his son had taken for the Lord.
Before this brother left, that precious promise of our Lord
was brought to my mind: ¢ If two of you shall agree on
earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be
flone for them of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matt.
xviii. 19.) Accordingly, I went to the brother’s room, and
having agreed to pray about a kind reception from his
father, and the conversion of both parents, we prayed
together. To-day this brother returned. The Lord has
answered already one part of the prayer. The brother was
most kindly received, contrary to all natural expectation.
May the Lord now help us both to look for an answer to
the other part of our prayer! There is nothing too hard
for the Lord !

Since the publication of the last edition, the father of
this brother died. He lived above ten years after Aug. 1,
1840, until he was about eighty-six years of age, and as he
continued a life of much sin and opposition to the truth,
the prospect with reference to his conversion became
darker and darker. But at last the Lord answered prayer.
This aged sinner was entirely changed, simply rested om
the Lord Jesus for the salvation of his soul, and became as
much attached to his believing son as before he had been
opposed to him, and wished to have him about him as much
as possible, that he might read the Holy Scriptures to him
and pray with him.
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Aug. 15. There was to-day the greatest poverty in all
the three houses ; all the stores were very low, as the income
th